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Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 23 Issue 05  May 2009     

COMING  EVENTS 
 

May 16, 17 18….…….Luxton Rodeo 
May 31 2009………... Meeting/Demo at Luxton 
Aug 7,8,9 …...……..CanIRON V11 Ness Creek Sask 
 

Spring Demo May 31 
The founding member (yes...the very first one) of our club ...Adrian Mull-
holland will provide the expertise at our spring demo this month. It was 
Adrian who phoned the people who became the original VIBA members, 
asking if they would be interested in forming a blacksmith group to share 
knowledge. He was our first president, more than twenty three years ago 
(if our newsletter numbering system is accurate). Adrian will demonstrate  
on our regular meeting day Sunday May 31 so please note we will be 
starting about 9:00 AM rather than the usual time. Pizza and beer will be 
provided for lunch. A $20 fee will be charged to participate, so bring your 
wallet. Adrian is an accomplished smith, as well as a woodworker and 
jeweller. His home is full of handmade articles, including a forged kitchen 
table, multiple Haida-style ceremonial cedar boxes that he made in the 
traditional way and an operating room microscope that he now uses in 
jewellery production. You will not want to miss this meeting. 



2008 - Executive 
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839  
V P: Marty  Gilbertson  250 646-2334  
Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Norm Norby 250 478-3589 

Librarian:  Skip Kennedy  250 478-
8172 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 
 
 
Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General 
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appropriate executive member)  
Permission granted for  repro-
duction of any part of "Forge" 
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not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole 
use of "Forge".  Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the 
authors of all material.  Dis-
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of the information contained 
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of 
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the 
editors, specifically disclaim 
any responsibility or liability 
for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter.  The use of any informa-
tion is solely at the user's own 
risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 
 
Submissions to “Forge” can be 
made at any monthly meeting 
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VIBA - The Editor 
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V9C 3C4 
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Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

President’s Report 
By:  Ray Orchard 

We’ve got a busy three days of 
demonstrating this month, the 16th, 
17 and 18th at the Luxton Pro ro-
deo. This is a very big event for 
the Metchosin Farmer’s Institute, 
expensive to put on but potentially 
a very profitable affair. Let’s hope 
for excellent weather as anything 
else can cause real problems. At 
the moment of this writing this I 
have heard nothing about what 
volunteer help might be needed in 
preparing the site. I hope for a 
good response if and when we are 
asked. Let’s have a great turnout 
for the demonstrations and put on 
a good show. Anyone, even the 
least experienced can heat and hit 
hot iron, so come and help. 
Then, on the 31st; there’s the 
Adrian Mulholand demonstration. 
It will be a great show and I urge 
everyone to attend. At $20 for the 
day, including pizza and a bever-
age at noon, it’s a real bargain. 
There will be a very short meeting 
during the lunch break. 
May marks the start of our demon-
strating season. These shows play 
a big role in our operation so it is 
in your interest to do your bit for 
the benefit  of the whole. 

100th COBBLE 
HILL FALL FAIR 
 
This is the year that the Cob-
ble Hill Fall Fair celebrates its 
100th anniversary and VIBA 
will be there too! 
The fair date is Aug 29, 2009. 
I'm hoping to have some extra 
goodies for display.  If you 
have any ideas please contact 
me!   Space is limited, so lar-
ger is not always better. 
Some people may not know 
this, but the fair has a Black-
smiths section in the fair's Arts 
and Crafts Contest. 
 
The Categories are: 
1)      Pair of Blacksmith Tongs 
2)      Item made from a single 
horseshoe 
3)      Hand forged Knife 
4)      Item made from a single 
railway spike 
5)      Any forged Item 
 
 
Entry forms HAVE to be filled 
in Before August.  If you are 
interested in entering the con-
test, or want to submit goodies 
for display, please 
let me know!  You can phone 
me 250-884-4913  or email me 
rdp.metalhead@gmail.com 
 
Thanx! 
Raynier 
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Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 
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Viba Apr26 09 
 
President Ray called the meeting to order, and we went to 
show and tell. 
Dr Dave told us of taking a course with Daryl Nelson on 
forge welding in a propane forge. Daryl charges $100.00 US 
per day, cheap, for a good teacher who is also an expert 
smith. Dr Dave showed us a cable knife, with both the blade 
and the end of the handle welded well. There was a piece 
with a T weld and a corner weld, and a branch with leaves, 
with the petioles of the leaves faggot welded to the stem. 
Daryl’s forges have an opening on one side only, so when a 
long piece is to be welded, the opening is bricked up except 
for a small opening, and the piece to be welded is contained 
by another brick, so the forge is effectively turned into a 
torch. He uses unprotected kao wool to line the forge, on the 
theory that it is so cheap it is easier to replace it than to line it 
with an expensive refractory. Dr Dave also brought in a fire-
place poker which had been banging up his wall, so he made, 
and showed us, a bronze bird head plate to put behind it to 
protect the wall. 
Ray brought in an adz and a wire stretcher that he picked up 
at garage sales this weekend. 
Dennis brought in his “Blood Blade”- the knife for which he 
sacrificed his thumb as outlined in last month’s newsletter. It 
was a lovely thing of L6 and 1075 Damascus, with a handle 
and sheath and stand of Santos rosewood or mahogany. He 
described a method of heat treating using molten salt. The 
blade is heated, then soaked in the molten salt at 1500o F for 
20 minutes, which heats it evenly and produces no scale, 
then it is edge quenched, producing what Japanese sword 
makers call a hammon, where the edge is a different colour 
from the back of the blade, as well as a different hardness. 
Keith brought in his big tomahawk with the traditional peace 
pipe on the top, and a large knife made from a chain saw bar, 
with a broom wood handle 
Charlie L brought in a chain hold-down 
The minutes were adopted as published with no errors or 
omissions. 
Business arising: Neil had a letter from the Saskatchewan 
people who will be hosting the next CanIRON, requesting 
the seed money. As its transmission has already been ap-
proved, there was no discussion, other than to decide who 
would actually send the cheque. 
 The event should have 2 demo sites and a knife 
maker, as well as a hands-on venue. 

Skip spoke about our demo at next month’s meet-
ing, May 31, where Adrian Mulholland, one of the 
founders of VIBA, and an expert smith, will be 
teaching. The cost will be $20.00, which will about 
cover the cost of the pizza and beer for lunch. 
Charlie D told us more about Tina the trailer which 
we purchased from a lady on Saltspring Island. It 
will need some work to make it secure for hauling 
around our art to the various places where it will be 
displayed, and after that work is done, it will need a 
paint job. Don mentioned that he might know some-
one who will do the painting in return for advertis-
ing exposure. 
 We need art to go in the trailer, and as it is 
just a little trailer, we need just little art, so every-
one should plan on making something beautiful 
and/or useful, and not too big. 
Norm gave us the treasurer’s report- all is well, and 
we are still operating in the black. 
Skip has the newsletters and Hammer’s blow and 
Anvil’s ring all organized and in the library. He has 
also re-done the book on making cable knives. He 
has a supply of The New Edge of the Anvil for sale, 
marked down from $40.00 to $30.00. Although they 
are useful to any smith, they are especially useful to 
new smiths. 
President Ray brought up the question of our agree-
ment with the Metchosin Farmers Institute. They 
have a complaint that we have not been contributing 
the 200 man-hours of work a year that our agree-
ment specifies, and they are requesting a financial 
contribution. We are in agreement that our time 
contribution should be improved, but they will have 
to be a bit more organized about scheduling work 
and communicating that schedule to us. It was sug-
gested that we tell them that work should be 
planned at least a month in advance, and that plan 
should be sent to Dennis for publication in the 
Forge. 
  We agreed that we could contribute finan-
cially, and it was suggested that the voluntary con-
tribution we have been making for the past few 
years should be formalized. This is nowhere near 
the amount of money they would like to have, but it 
is what we can afford.  There was some discussion 
of possible alternative sites where we could move 
to, with at least 4 or 5 obvious alternatives men-
tioned, but it was also pointed out that moving our 
operation would be a huge amount of work. 
 President Ray will write a letter outlining 
these suggestions, and the matter will be revisited at 
the June meeting, as next month we will all be pay-
ing attention to the demonstration. 
 
C 



Show and Tell 
Photos by D Gillett 

Dennis’s blood knife...see Opposable 
Thumbs  article The Forge April 2009 
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Adz and wire puller Ray found at a 
garage sale   

Charlie L made this foot powered 
anvil hold-down from a chain 



Various welds Dave made with Daryl Nelson at the propane forge 
welding workshop last Oct. A brass bird head made as a wall protec-
tor for his fireplace tools 

Fully functional peace pipe hatchet 
made by Keith. The pipe bowl is made 
from black pipe. The hatchet chops 
wood  and smokes well  
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 
Membership Application 

 
   Name:  ______________________________ 
 
   Address:  ____________________________ 
 
   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 
 
   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
   Email:  ______________________________ 
 
   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 
 
   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 
 
Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 
 
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 
 
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 
Make cheques or money orders payable to: 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 
1040 Marwood Avenue 
Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 
Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________ 
City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 
Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 
Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 
Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 
[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 
[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 
[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 
[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 
[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 
[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 
[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 
Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 
Expiry Date:  ____________________ 
Signature:  ______________________ 
by Phone:  703-680-1632 
Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  
          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 
           Email: abana@abana.org 
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