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Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 23 Issue 07 July 2009     

COMING  EVENTS 
 

July 26 2009…………...…. Meeting at Luxton 
Aug 8,9 2009………..….….Coombs Fair 
Aug 7,8 9, 2009 …..…..CanIRON VI Ness Creek Sask 
Aug  21,22,23 ..Vancouver Island Exhibition (Nanaimo) 
Aug 22 2009 …………….....Cobble Hill Fair  
Sept 5,6,7 2009 …..……....   Saanich Fair  
Sept 18,19,20 2009 ……..….Luxton Fall Fair  
Sept 27 2009 ………..…..Meeting at Luxton and Picnic 
       
           

Oppression!!  Local blacksmith group the target of 
Stalinist Metchosin Farmer’s Institute wrath 
The above photos show the Vancouver Island Blacksmith smithy only days after an extensive 
facelift was completed. The Supreme Leader and Central Party Chairman of the Metchosin 
Farmer’s Institute (our landlord) decided the new paint scheme represented a narrowly dis-
guised attempt to promote capitalist freedom of expression and ordered its removal. The 
blacksmith’s Freedom of Expression Committee chairman, Dr Charles Low, has not been seen 
lately and it is feared he has been arrested and transferred to a north island gulag. The 
Metchosin Farmers institute explained that it has chosen grey as the only acceptable color, in 
keeping with that organizations general outlook on the world and plan for future development. 
“Drab grey, or preferably ‘Cinderblock Grey’ promotes controlled, communal thinking” ex-
plained an MFI spokesman. Blacksmith reaction was swift and there were several reports of 
an open display of weapons (see Show and Tell pg 5) at their last monthly meeting.  Hope-
fully bloodshed can be avoided in the future. 
(Ed note.   the newsletter print version with black and white photos does not do justice to the 
new bright and lively paint job on the smithy. See it in full color at http://viblacksmiths.com/
newsletter.html 
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Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General 
Correspondence for VIBA: 
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 
BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 
appropriate executive member)  
Permission granted for  repro-
duction of any part of "Forge" 
provided credit is given to the 
original source, and the item is 
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole 
use of "Forge".  Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the 
authors of all material.  Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 
every effort to ensure accuracy 
of the information contained 
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of 
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the 
editors, specifically disclaim 
any responsibility or liability 
for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter.  The use of any informa-
tion is solely at the user's own 
risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 
 
Submissions to “Forge” can be 
made at any monthly meeting 
or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 
1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 
V9C 3C4 

OR 
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

President’s Report 
By:  Ray Orchard 

the name of anyone who did not want to 
have people know he is a blacksmith, and 
make up a list which can be added as an 
insert to next months newsletter, so when 
we are trying to organize work parties or 
just get in touch, there will be a wider se-
lection of people to contact. 
 Ray met Richard Madison of 
Dunford Trading Post. He has an anvil for 
sale, probably about 150 pounds. If anyone 
is interested, Ray can tell you how to get 
hold of him. 
 
 And then we adjourned. 

Minutes cont from pg 3 So, after all that work resulting in 
the dazzling new look of the smithy, 
it unfortunately has to go. Our land-
lord, the Metchosin Farmer’s insti-
tute says there are only two ap-
proved colours for buildings on the 
grounds. Our base of black coal sur-
mounted by gigantic yellow, red and 
orange flames just does not comply. 
O h well, when the supply of ap-
proved (drab) paint is provided we’ll 
put on another coat. 
   While they dealt with the per-
ceived paint problem promptly, the 
M.F.I. board has not, as of this writ-
ing, responded to our generous in-
creased rent offer for the space we 
occupy. I will be away from the 
meeting on July 26, but any new in-
formation received will be passed on 
by Marty or Charles D., whoever 
makes it to the chair. 
    The busiest part of the summer is 
upon us with Coombs, CanIRON 
VII, Nanaimo exhibition, Cobble 
Hill, Saanich and Luxton fairs all 
taking place before we meet in Sep-
tember. Turn up and help VIBA put 
on some great shows. 
    September 27 will be another 
short meeting because of the deci-
sion to roast some meat and party on 
that day. It would be nice if every-
one noted the date now, and then 
turn up for a great gathering.  Please 
bring something like salad or desert. 

The beef will be provided, along 
with liquid refreshments. 
Spouses, significant others, and 
perhaps even other others are wel-
come. See you then. 
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Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

June 28 ’09 Minutes 
 
New members: Antonio Nolasco, and an old member who 
has not been around for a while, Ross Holden 
 
Show and Tell: Frank brought in a very nice copper re-
pouse of a blacksmith that he picked up at a flea market, in 
a frame he made, and a statue of blacksmith apparently in 
copper, but actually in copper clad plastic, that he bought 
in Spain 
 Dennis brought in his failed blade. To be a jour-
neyman bladesmith, you have to make a blade less than 10 
inches long, less than 2 inches wide, and subject it to a 
variety of tests. First, it has to cut a hanging piece of 1 inch 
hemp rope, in a single stroke, then it has to cut through a 2 
x 4, then it has to shave the hair off an arm, all of which 
his blade did, and then it has to stand being bent 90 de-
grees. Dennis had edge-hardened the blade, and clamped it 
in the vise too close to the end, so he was bending mostly 
hardened metal, and it broke, thus failing his test. When he 
gripped it farther down, it bent just fine, but that was too 
late. He also brought in a hunting knife, of 5160 steel, with 
stainless hardware, a tigerwood handle, in a hardwood 
sheath fitted with a yttrium (AKA rare earth) magnet- defi-
nitely a thing of beauty. 
 Keith brought in an adze made from a piece of 
spring and a maple branch, with the blade slotted into a 
groove in the wood, and secured with 2 screws and a hose 
clam, and a small garden hoe, made after the pattern that 
was in the Forge a few months ago 
 Ray brought in a mystery hammer, small, with a 
very flat square face and closely spaced claws. It was de-
termined by a cobbler that it was not a cobbler’s hammer, 
and the consensus was that it might be just a tack hammer 
variant 
 Don brought in a mystery tool, like a pair of pli-
ers with a concave face opposed to a cutting blade. Some-
one identified it as a hose cutter 
 
 The minutes were adopted as published in last 
month’s Forge. 
 
 Business arising: Ray reminded us that the Cob-
ble Hill 100th anniversary fair wants exhibits. The fair is 
Aug 29, and to give Raynier a chance to do the paperwork 
they should be in by the first of August. It was mentioned 

that gardeners can enter produce, and winemakers can 
enter their wines. 
 For CanIRON VII, there is a move afoot to 
produce a panel for the obelisk. Charlie D has ac-
cepted the responsibility of being in charge, so get in 
touch with him if you would like to contribute. 
 The seed money from CanIRON VI has been passed 
on to them. 
 
 New business: Our lovely paint job is not 
acceptable to the Metchosin Farmer’s Institute, so we 
are going to have to repaint in grey. On the plus side, 
they will arrange to provide the paint. 
 Our contract with them has not yet been fi-
nalized, but as was reported a couple of months ago is 
under negotiation. 
 The fairs: as a general thing, our demos are 
reasonably organized. The first one coming up will be 
the Metchosin celebration, formerly Lavender Days, 
and it will not be in the usual place, but at the end of 
Langford Parkway. If you would like to help out, 
Charlie D is the man in charge. I have it listed as July 
11 and 12, but I think it is just a one day thing, so 
make sure of the date before then, so you don’t turn 
up all alone wondering where everyone is. 
 We are planning to have a barbecue, proba-
bly at the September meeting, Sept 27. Ray will bar-
becue some beef, and we will all bring pot-luck stuff- 
so plan on making something you are good at. 
 
Reports: Norm reports we are nicely in the black, and 
made a profit on Adrian’s demo last month 
 Charlie D reports that the blacksmith art dis-
plays will happen next year, as there is still some work 
to be done on the trailer, as well as some other loose 
ends to be tidied up. 
 Skip reported that there are quite a number of 
new books in the library. I got a bit behind in listing 
them, but if you make a point of having a look at the 
library next month, you will see them. 
 Benoit reports that the power hammer is not 
well. The motor sparks and overheats, possibly due to 
grit in the works. He will look into getting a fully 
sealed motor. Also, there is a plan to raise the platen 
to table height. Ray has some good heavy angle iron 
which he is willing to donate for legs, and Ben will 
look after the construction. Again, this is a point at 
which he can probably use some help. 
 Various people would like to have the list of 
addresses and phone numbers of the members. At the 
sign-up at the AGM there was a box to indicate if one 
did not wish one’s name made available, so it was 
agreed that Norm would go through the list, remove 

Continued minutes pg 2 
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Show and Tell 
Photos by D Gillett 

Keith’s hoe 

Copper repousse and cast bronze 
blacksmiths brought by Frank 
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Keith’s adz 
Railroad spike tongs made by Don 

Hunting knife and Performance Test blade 
that Didn’t….(perform that is) by Dennis 
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How could you even consider covering up 
this masterpiece with grey paint??  
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 
Membership Application 

 
   Name:  ______________________________ 
 
   Address:  ____________________________ 
 
   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 
 
   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
   Email:  ______________________________ 
 
   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 
 
   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 
 
Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 
 
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 
 
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 
Make cheques or money orders payable to: 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 
1040 Marwood Avenue 
Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 
Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________ 
City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 
Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 
Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 
Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 
[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 
[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 
[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 
[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 
[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 
[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 
[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 
Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 
Expiry Date:  ____________________ 
Signature:  ______________________ 
by Phone:  703-680-1632 
Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  
          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 
           Email: abana@abana.org 

10 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



