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Once again, Her Royal Majesty commands that all VIBA mem-
bers attend the Annual General Meeting, at 11:00 AM sharp,
Sunday, January thirty-first, in the year of our Lord Two thou-
sand and Ten. The purpose of said meeting is to choose, from
among the general membership, those individuals who; by the
strength of their character and breadth of wit, shall be considered
fit to serve as Executive Officers for the coming year. The privi-
lege of serving as an Executive Officer has always been consid-
ered a great honour, to be eagerly sought by all members in good
standing. The great prestige of qualifying for an Executive posi-
tion in our organization is eclipsed only by the handsome stipend
associated with each elected position.



2008 - Executive
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839
V P: Marty Gilbertson 250 646-2334
Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712
Treasurer: Norm Norby 250 478-3589

Librarian: Skip Kennedy 250 478-
8172
Editor:Dennis Gillett

Publishing Info: "Forge" is
published monthly by and for
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General
Correspondence for VIBA:
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria,
BC, VOC 3C4. (or directly to
appropriate executive member)
Permission granted for repro-
duction of any part of "Forge"
provided credit is given to the
original source, and the item is
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole
use of "Forge". Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the
authors of all material. Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes
every effort to ensure accuracy
of the information contained
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the
editors, specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability
for damages or injuries as a
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter. The use of any informa-

tion is solely at the user's own
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Submissions & Contributions

Submissions to “Forge” can be
made at any monthly meeting
or by snail mail to:

VIBA - The Editor
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC Canada
VoC 3C4
OR
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca

President’s Report
By: Ray Orchard

The big season of joy and celebra-
tion is past, and not without some
sadness. Long-time member, fine
‘smith, and valued supporter, Mac
Tipton passed away a few days
before Christmas. It was the sec-
ond blow for Isabel whose brother
died a couple of weeks earlier. Our
thoughts and prayers are with her
and the family.

And here we are in a new year, our
first session, January 31, is also the
Annual General Meeting. [ hope
for a full turnout to take part in
election of Officers and perhaps
some planning for the year. Ac-
cording to our constitution, Norm
has to be replaced as Treasurer.
It’s up to the incumbents in the
other positions to decide if they
will carry on for a second year.
Nominations from the floor are
always accepted for all positions
so if you aren’t happy with where
we are headed, come and change
things.

Charlie has come up with another
proposal for the MLF.I. gate and |
hope there will be others brought
to the meeting.

Recent member, Jake James, and
his ‘lotus Stair railing’ are featured
in the new issue of ABANA’s An-
vil’s Ring. This impressive work
gets both front and back covers
and four full pages of pictures and

text inside. Nice work Jake.
The printing of Longfellow’s “the

Village Blacksmith” reminded me of
a search of my record collection for
blacksmith music. All I can think of
now are “the Anvil Chorus” and
“Blacksmith Blues”. Any other sug-
gestions?

DUES ARE DUE FOR
2010- YOU MUST PAY
TO PLAY

LEARN HOW TO MAKE
YOUR LITTLE GIANT POWER
HAMMER WORK HARDER

THAN EVER!
Please join us March 19-21, 2010 for our
annual Little Giant Rebuilding Seminar!

No experience is required to attend this
class. Past students have ranged from age
15 to 90, and from all walks of life. Any-
one who wants to learn will benefit from
this class. We approach the rebuilding
process using tools that can be found in the
average home workshop.

The class costs $95, refundable up to 7
days prior to the class; advance registration
is required. We limit the class to 25 par-
ticipants. The class starts at 9 AM sharp
on Friday, and usually ends by Saturday
evening. The schedule runs Sunday until
noon in case we encounter any exceptional
problems in rebuilding, and to answer re-
maining questions.

Airports are located in Omaha (45 miles
north), Lincoln (50 miles west) and Kan-
sas City (125 miles south).

Please call or email if you have any
questions, or prefer to register by
phone. You can reach us at
402.873.6603 or
Sid@LittleGiantHammer.com

Little Giant is located at 420 4™ Corso,
Nebraska City, NE 68410.



Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

Viba Nov 29, ‘09

Show and Tell:

Charlie L brought in a bunch of hooks- a set of 4

plesiosaur hat, coat and key hooks mounted on a piece of
scrap wood, and a selection of single hooks in various
patterns. Willy brought in a set of hooks too, hat and coat
type, mounted on a piece of 3 x Y4 (aprox) at a 45 degree
angle, so the set could be mounted up a stairway. Dennis
brought in 2 swords, a Norwegian short sword in 288
layer Damascus from 1075 and L6 The hardware on the
sword was made from stainless, while the mounts on the
sheath were of nickel silver, a Ni-Cu alloy. The sheath
was a South American hardwood, called Cabreuva or
Santos rosewood. The other sword was a WW1 officer’s
sword given to Dennis by a friend who was moving onto
a boat, on condition that it be restored. The sheath was
wood covered in leather, and needed a bit of work. The
sword was in pretty good condition, with the sharkskin
covering on the handle still rough and sharp, and the
guard a bit faded, but basically undamaged. It was made
by the firm of Watson and Gilleat of Sheffield, who were
in business from 1910 to 1918. Don brought in an awl,
made to the same pattern as the Hudson Bay trade awls.
Both ends are the same, with one inserted into a handle,
so when one end is worn out, it can be reversed.

New Members: Adrian Mulholland claimed to
be new, mainly because he does not get down very often,
but as the original founding member, his newness is open
to question. He is getting rid of gear, and most of it is at
Crescent Moon Forge. He suggested contributing a hand
cranked drill press to be used as a raffle item.

The minutes were adopted as published in last
moths Forge.

Business Arising: Our agreement with the MFI
is all signed and official, so we are good for another 3
years.

There are only 2 drawings in for the gate. Any-
body who has an idea they would like considered should
plan to produce some sketches, by the next (January)
meeting

Committee reports: Treasurer: we are in really
good shape.

Library: A bunch of new old newsletters etc have been
contributed by Vern Yoshida, delivered by Charlie L
There is another copy of the Art of the Blacksmith by
Bealer donated.

Ben filled us in on what is happening with his
move to England. The shop he will be working at is
huge, with all manner of lovely toys, such as 3 power
hammers, of 800, 165 and 80 pounds. There are 12
people working there. They work primarily in wrought
iron, rather than mild steel. The reason he is back is a
bureaucratic hassle about his passport. He was born in
Canada, of French parents, and has to get his French
passport here, rather than there, for reasons known only
to the officials he spoke to. He is planning to move
there in January.

Skip reports that Jaspeth Howard and Alice
James will do a demo in the spring. The date has not
been determined, so stay tuned.

The next meeting will be the last Sunday of
January. This will be the occasion of our Annual Gen-
eral Meeting, so anyone wanting high office come pre-
pared to volunteer

There will not be a meeting in December, but
there will be a Christmas party the evening of Wednes-
day Dec 22. It is a potluck affair, so plan on bringing
some fancy nibbles and your choice of beverages.

Charlie D is looking for expressions of interest
in having work displayed in the mobile gallery. Pro-
crastination has (and continues to be) a problem- so
phone (478 2460) or email
(charlesdowdeswell@yahoo.ca) and let him know you
would like to be famous and possibly rich, and would
love to have your work admired by all and sundry.

Dennis recommended that the club buy a Griz-
zly belt grinder, cheap at $390.00 US, available at their
place in Bellingham, and highly recommended. Neil,
who gets down that way with some regularity offered
to pick up a specimen for us. It was recommended that
individuals using the machine bring in their own belts.
During the learning phase, it was suggested that people
use the cheap aluminum oxide belts, and once they get
to where they are not destroying belts too regularly,
they invest in the more expensive, and much more du-
rable ceramic belts. Dennis offered to teach anyone
interested the best ways of using the belt grinder.

Chek TV asked people to suggest interesting
things that they could do programs on. Charlie L sug-
gested we offer our services, on the basis that hardly
anything is more interesting than blacksmithing. He
volunteered to follow up too. There may be a call for
people to come out and put on a show.

Chas

Did we mention?? Dues are due!!


mailto:charlesdowdeswell@yahoo.ca�

Show and Tell

Photos by D Gillett

Dennis’s Damascus sword

Willi’s coat and hat rack



Charlie L hooks

Don’s awl
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The Road to Damascus
Introduction & Photo by: Tim Woods

A very spedial dass was hald at Touchstone Center for Crafts on
Jung 27-July 2. Legendary Damascus steel artlst, Daryl Mair
taught a very intensive acvanced Damascus pattern workshop,
This class was 50 special that two Damascus instructors attended
it, Ray Rybar and Kim Thomas.

Daryl Meir has been an innovator of advanced Damascus patterns
since the 1570°%. Daryl worked with Bill Fiorini on early experi-
mients with maosaic Damascus. Mosaic Damascus involves incorpo-
ratirg letters, geometric designs, and even pictures into the stesl.
Dur own gifted Damasous amist Hugn Bartrug, studied with Daryl during the 1980's. One af Daryl's best
known pattermns is known as the Calico Rese. This beautiful design is based on the "radial concept”.
Curing the week, Daryl explained how he was able to make mosaic Damascus in a sealed container ws-
ing different powdered metals and other materials. This process is sometimes called “Damascus in a
Can®. I consider this dlass a unigue opportunity; it was an exdting and informative workshop with a
famous Damascus artist,

The class bagan with Daryl introducing hmself. For anyone who doesn't know, Daryl has been a mas-
ber at pattern welded steel and mosaics since the 705, When George Bush, Sr. was president, Daryl
presented him with a Bowie knife exhibitng *USA" and the United States flag in a mosaic pattern.

DOMASCUS <. oy rybor

"Turkish Damascus™

Cur first project was Turkish Damascus. Ta attain the desired pffect seven
pieces of steel were used,. Four pieces of 203E or any low to no carbon steel,
and three piaces of high carbon steel. Anything from 1070 to 01 is fine.
The high carbon (A} is twice the mass as the 203E (B).

" Once welded solid the billet is drawn to a 3/8 inch square -
3/8% 5 3/8" x T-long.

1H.||5|r' _\_""‘-\, -
Mext, the corners are forged off and the bar is twisted tight. 1
(Five revolutions per inch)
" e
- The bar Is then squared up again wsing stop plaktes on the
hammer dies to keep the bar uniform.
Again, 3/8" x 3/8" x ?-long. e
1
The long, twisted bar is then cut into four or five equal pleces and stacked. 2 ____PFF""F
{Five pieces 3/8" x 3/8" »5,6,0r 7 inches) 3
{Five inch lengths will give an eight to ten inch blade. e
4 P




With a small bead, electric weld gne end together and tack on a handle, This will keep your pieces
together while you forge weld the pieces solid for the blade. After this prep work, forge the piece to
about the original length. Your piece is now ready to become a blade.

"“Calico Rose™

The next project we tackled was making the "Calico Rose”, It also begins with a seven-piece stack of
the previously mentioned material. Forge a billet that is 374" x 27 x &7,

You must then build dies for your hammer that will squeeze the center of the billet together. At
Touchstone we used 1/4" x 2" angle iron welded onto 3/4" plate to do the job. This was utilized as a
spring die under the hammer to parform the desired task.
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Once the billet was squeezed down the center until it separated, the two lengths were cut in half and
tacked, north, suut:hJ east, and west.
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The next step is a litthe tricky. A welding die must be built to forge weld the four pieces together in a
uniform manner. We used two, 2 inch sections of 1/4” X 2" Angle iron welded to 3/4” plate for both
top and bottom dies,

| Hamemer Die |
% Spring Die

“Calico Rose” Final Pattern

The position of the four-plece billet in the angle iron dies insures that all four sides are struck simulta-
neously and evenly. This will insure a solid weld the length of the billet. This completed, the billet
may be forged as small as desired, cut into pleces and multiply for desired effect.

Although Daryl Meir has literally hundreds of other Damascus tips that he was eager and willing to
share with the dlass, we just "plain, ran out of time!”

Note: Ray Rybar wil be presenting a demonstration during the 2006 season. We will lat you know
the date as plans progress. Keep this special demonstration in mind as you plan your calendar!



From the New England Blacksmiths Vol30 #1 Wimter 2010

Quick Offset tool: Leigh Morrell

Here is a handy, but quick, tool which is a real time saver for creat-
ing offsets. I am not sure who I saw this from, but it is not new and
the credit is due elsewhere. For this one I gnickly grabbed two
pieces of 3/16” X 1 14" off the rack for a 3/16 thickness offset,

set a space between the two just shy of
the dimension of material to be offset,
in this case also 3/16”, then weld up
both sides. Then slightly offset both

bars to allow the forging material to pass between the bars created.

Under the power hammer, this operation takes generally no more *
than two hits. I think the pictures are self explanatory. Make one up

and try it out. If you have bean style keepers to make for thumb

latches, make up the offsets first, then bean out the ends, making

quick work of a keeper.
Fred adds: Such 2 t00] p—————————
could be used under a —

. treadle hammer, too,

David Court once showed us a 3 leaved version for creating double off-
sets using your vise. I think it looked something like this:

The important thing is to remember to provide the clearances, that
Leigh mentions, based on the material being formed. Insufficient
clearances will act as a shear, cut into and weaken the material being
offset. Close bends like this can be frustrating to a beginner but taking
the time to make the proper tool will bring its own reward.

Otto Schmider's “Werk und Werkzeug des Kunstschmieds™
shows large offsets being formed by special set tools,

This book is one you should be *saving up for” because its
color drawings explain so much of how decorative iron was
created and is timeless in its easy to understand lessons,

Winter 2010 page #15 New England Blacksmiths



Mark Zspery, Darnyl Nedson and Gerald Boggs wil be faalitating these Workshops at the *Green Coal® teaching stations during the
the 2010 Conference in Memphis

Mark Aspery works with both Damyl Nelzon and Gerald Boggs on a regular basts, teaching twice 2 year at Damyl's schocl in
Wazhington State and teaching with Gerald at some of the aaft schools in the Eastern States on a2 somewhat regular basis

Gerald will be handling the fundamentals classes and Damyl will be runming the advanced classes. Mark Aspery will be manning the
intermadiate section with a basic forgs welding dass and a tocl-making class

Gerald's class will explore the basic tenats of blacksmithing using leaf-making as 2 vehcle. Hammers, harnmer swings and types of
blow along with tapers and spreading will get you well on your way as a beginning smith. Gerald's attention to detail and 2
seermingly unending supply of patience and a healthy sense of humor will be a boon to the new smith in this class.

Damyl wil focus on two-dimensional animal heads and the related tooling for his classes. The steps used to complete and ammal
head in 2D are very simiar to Darnyl’s 3D heads but are a [ittle easier to complete gwen the fime frame that we will be operating
within. Darryl will be shawing the larger three-dimensioral heads dunng his demonstration at the conference.

Mark Zspery will be looking at forg=-welding in the gas forge making 3 flux spoon and 2 BBQ fork for s first class and tool
making for his second dass The tool-making dass will focus on a section of his tocl-making demonstration grven during the
conference. This will give some smiths a chance to try their hand at some of the things they may have seen at the demo.

If we have time, Mark might try to fit m an evening talk about basic heat treatment and offer a practical demonstration for those
Interested.

ABANA has aranged to borrow "BAM's’ well-provisioned equipment trailer to make up a saction of the teaching station, dong with
the exefing ABANA equipment the teaching area wil be much larger than amy past conference.

Marry thanks to the BAM Board of Directors! We should have a mix of gas and coal forges and upwards of a dozen anvils at the
teaching station.

Don't forget to bring your personal safety equipment if you would like to partiipate in the classes. We are planning to have some
seating available at the teaching station for those that prefer to watch but not parficipate.

2010 CONFERENCE

ABANA'S GREATEST NITS
JUNE 2 -5, 2010

sign-up for Constant Contact emaiks, email address in the b
Yn«im peniedic mammcm-m;ﬂmj 55




Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: Prov./State:

Post/Zip Code:

Email:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

Areyoua: New Member|[] Renewal [ ]
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
VoC 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application

Name:
Address:
City: State/Prov.:
Zip/Postal Code:
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
[ ] Full Time Student......................$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year
[ ] Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year
[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year
[ ] Oversea Air Mail.........ccooceveveunennee. $80./year
[ ] Contributory Membership............ $100./year
[ ] Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment

Card No.

[]Visa [] Mastercard
Expiry Date:
Signature:

by Phone: 703-680-1632

Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212
Email: abana@abana.org

This is a short notice to announce that the Ontario Artist Blacksmith Association will be hosting the
CanIRON VIII blacksmithing conference in Fergus, Ontario, Canada from July 28 to July 31, 2011.

The preliminary list of demonstrators and presenters includes:

Paul Allen United Kingdom
Sandra Dunn Canada

Jesus Hernandez United States
Michael McCarthy United States
Jake Powning Canada

Mark Puigmarti Canada

Brian Russell United Kingdom
Kelly Smyth United States

There will be an experimental Viking Age smelt conducted by members of the Dark Ages Recrea-
tion Company (DARC)- Darrell Markewitz, Dave Cox, Kevin Jarbeau, with Neil Peterson and Ken
Cook.

We will post more details about events as planning progresses. For further information please visit
the CanIRON VIII blog at: http://caniron8.blogspot.com/ or the web site : http://
www.ontarioblacksmiths.ca/CANIRON or contact Mick Smith, OABA president, at (519) 843-
6655.
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	Learn how to make your Little Giant power hammer work harder than ever!
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