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Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 24 Issue 01 Jan 2010     

COMING  EVENTS 
 

Jan 31 2010……. Annual General meeting 
Feb 28 2010 …….Meeting at Luxton 
                

Once again, Her Royal Majesty commands that all VIBA mem-
bers attend the Annual General Meeting, at 11:00 AM sharp, 
Sunday, January thirty-first, in the year of our Lord Two thou-
sand and Ten. The purpose of said meeting is to choose, from 
among the general membership, those individuals who; by the 
strength of their character and breadth of wit, shall be considered 
fit to serve as Executive Officers for the coming year. The privi-
lege of serving as an Executive Officer has always been consid-
ered a great honour, to be eagerly sought by all members in good 
standing. The great prestige of qualifying for an Executive posi-
tion in our organization is eclipsed only by the handsome stipend 
associated with each elected position.   



2008 - Executive 
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839  
V P: Marty  Gilbertson  250 646-2334  
Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Norm Norby 250 478-3589 

Librarian:  Skip Kennedy  250 478-
8172 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 
 
 
Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General 
Correspondence for VIBA: 
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 
BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 
appropriate executive member)  
Permission granted for  repro-
duction of any part of "Forge" 
provided credit is given to the 
original source, and the item is 
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole 
use of "Forge".  Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the 
authors of all material.  Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 
every effort to ensure accuracy 
of the information contained 
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of 
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the 
editors, specifically disclaim 
any responsibility or liability 
for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter.  The use of any informa-
tion is solely at the user's own 
risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 
 
Submissions to “Forge” can be 
made at any monthly meeting 
or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 
1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 
V9C 3C4 

OR 
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

President’s Report 
By:  Ray Orchard 

DUES ARE DUE FOR 
2010– YOU MUST PAY 
TO PLAY 

The big season of joy and celebra-
tion is past, and not without some 
sadness. Long-time member, fine 
‘smith, and valued supporter, Mac 
Tipton passed away a few days 
before Christmas. It was the sec-
ond blow for Isabel whose brother 
died a couple of weeks earlier. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with her 
and the family. 
And here we are in a new year, our 
first session, January 31, is also the 
Annual General Meeting. I hope 
for a full turnout to take part in 
election of Officers and perhaps 
some planning for the year. Ac-
cording to our constitution, Norm 
has to be replaced as Treasurer. 
It’s up to the incumbents in the 
other positions to decide if they 
will carry on for a second year. 
Nominations from the floor are 
always accepted for all positions 
so if you aren’t happy with where 
we are headed, come and change 
things. 
Charlie has come up with another 
proposal for the M.F.I. gate and I 
hope there will be others brought 
to the meeting. 
Recent member, Jake James, and 
his ‘lotus Stair railing’ are featured 
in the new issue of ABANA’s An-
vil’s Ring. This impressive work 
gets both front and back covers 
and four full pages of pictures and 

text inside. Nice work Jake. 
The printing of Longfellow’s “the 
Village Blacksmith” reminded me of 
a search of my record collection for 
blacksmith music. All I can think of 
now are “the Anvil Chorus” and 
“Blacksmith Blues”.  Any other sug-
gestions? 

LEARN HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR LITTLE GIANT POWER 

HAMMER WORK HARDER 
THAN EVER! 

Please join us March 19-21, 2010 for our 
annual Little Giant Rebuilding Seminar!   

No experience is required to attend this 
class.  Past students have ranged from age 
15 to 90, and from all walks of life. Any-
one who wants to learn will benefit from 
this class. We approach the rebuilding 
process using tools that can be found in the 
average home workshop. 

The class costs $95, refundable up to 7 
days prior to the class; advance registration 
is required.  We limit the class to 25 par-
ticipants.  The class starts at 9 AM sharp 
on Friday, and usually ends by Saturday 
evening.  The schedule runs Sunday until 
noon in case we encounter any exceptional 
problems in rebuilding, and to answer re-
maining questions.  

Airports are located in Omaha (45 miles 
north), Lincoln (50 miles west) and Kan-
sas City (125 miles south). 
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Please call or email if you have any 
questions, or prefer to register by 
phone.  You can reach us at 
402.873.6603 or 
Sid@LittleGiantHammer.com 

Little Giant is located at 420 4th Corso, 
Nebraska City, NE 68410. 



Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 
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Viba Nov 29, ‘09 
 
Show and Tell: 
 Charlie L brought in a bunch of hooks- a set of 4 
plesiosaur hat, coat and key hooks mounted on a piece of 
scrap wood, and a selection of single hooks in various 
patterns. Willy brought in a set of hooks too, hat and coat 
type, mounted on a piece of 3 x ¼ (aprox) at a 45 degree 
angle, so the set could be mounted up a stairway. Dennis 
brought in 2 swords, a Norwegian short sword in 288 
layer Damascus from 1075 and L6 The hardware on the 
sword was made from stainless, while the mounts on the 
sheath were of nickel silver, a Ni-Cu alloy. The sheath 
was a South American hardwood, called Cabreuva or 
Santos rosewood. The other sword was a WW1 officer’s 
sword given to Dennis by a friend who was moving onto 
a boat, on condition that it be restored. The sheath was 
wood covered in leather, and needed a bit of work. The 
sword was in pretty good condition, with the sharkskin 
covering on the handle still rough and sharp, and the 
guard a bit faded, but basically undamaged. It was made 
by the firm of Watson and Gilleat of Sheffield, who were 
in business from 1910 to 1918. Don brought in an awl, 
made to the same pattern as the Hudson Bay trade awls. 
Both ends are the same, with one inserted into a handle, 
so when one end is worn out, it can be reversed. 
 
 New Members: Adrian Mulholland claimed to 
be new, mainly because he does not get down very often, 
but as the original founding member, his newness is open 
to question. He is getting rid of gear, and most of it is at 
Crescent Moon Forge. He suggested contributing a hand 
cranked drill press to be used as a raffle item. 
 
 The minutes were adopted as published in last 
moths Forge. 
 
 Business Arising: Our agreement with the MFI 
is all signed and official, so we are good for another 3 
years. 
 There are only 2 drawings in for the gate. Any-
body who has an idea they would like considered should 
plan to produce some sketches, by the next (January) 
meeting 
 
 Committee reports: Treasurer: we are in really 
good shape. 

Library: A bunch of new old newsletters etc have been 
contributed by Vern Yoshida, delivered by Charlie L 
There is another copy of the Art of the Blacksmith by 
Bealer donated. 
 
 Ben filled us in on what is happening with his 
move to England. The shop he will be working at is 
huge, with all manner of lovely toys, such as 3 power 
hammers, of 800, 165 and 80 pounds. There are 12 
people working there. They work primarily in wrought 
iron, rather than mild steel. The reason he is back is a 
bureaucratic hassle about his passport. He was born in 
Canada, of French parents, and has to get his French 
passport here, rather than there, for reasons known only 
to the officials he spoke to. He is planning to move 
there in January. 
 Skip reports that Jaspeth Howard and Alice 
James will do a demo in the spring. The date has not 
been determined, so stay tuned. 
 The next meeting will be the last Sunday of 
January. This will be the occasion of our Annual Gen-
eral Meeting, so anyone wanting high office come pre-
pared to volunteer 
  There will not be a meeting in December, but 
there will be a Christmas party the evening of Wednes-
day Dec 22. It is a potluck affair, so plan on bringing 
some fancy nibbles and your choice of beverages. 
 Charlie D is looking for expressions of interest 
in having work displayed in the mobile gallery. Pro-
crastination has (and continues to be) a problem- so 
phone (478 2460) or email 
(charlesdowdeswell@yahoo.ca) and let him know you 
would like to be famous and possibly rich, and would 
love to have your work admired by all and sundry. 
 Dennis recommended that the club buy a Griz-
zly belt grinder, cheap at $390.00 US, available at their 
place in Bellingham, and highly recommended. Neil, 
who gets down that way with some regularity offered 
to pick up a specimen for us. It was recommended that 
individuals using the machine bring in their own belts. 
During the learning phase, it was suggested that people 
use the cheap aluminum oxide belts, and once they get 
to where they are not destroying belts too regularly, 
they invest in the more expensive, and much more du-
rable ceramic belts. Dennis offered to teach anyone 
interested the best ways of using the belt grinder. 
 Chek TV asked people to suggest interesting 
things that they could do programs on. Charlie L sug-
gested we offer our services, on the basis that hardly 
anything is more interesting than blacksmithing. He 
volunteered to follow up too. There may be a call for 
people to come out and put on a show. 
Chas 

Did we mention?? Dues are due!! 

mailto:charlesdowdeswell@yahoo.ca�


Show and Tell 
Photos by D Gillett 

Dennis’s Damascus sword 

Willi’s coat and hat rack 
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Charlie L hooks 

Don’s awl 
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 
Membership Application 

 
   Name:  ______________________________ 
 
   Address:  ____________________________ 
 
   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 
 
   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
   Email:  ______________________________ 
 
   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 
 
   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 
 
Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 
 
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 
 
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 
Make cheques or money orders payable to: 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 
1040 Marwood Avenue 
Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 
Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________ 
City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 
Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 
Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 
Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 
[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 
[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 
[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 
[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 
[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 
[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 
[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 
Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 
Expiry Date:  ____________________ 
Signature:  ______________________ 
by Phone:  703-680-1632 
Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  
          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 
           Email: abana@abana.org 
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This is a short notice to announce that the Ontario Artist Blacksmith Association will be hosting the 
CanIRON VIII blacksmithing conference in Fergus, Ontario, Canada from July 28 to July 31, 2011. 
 
The preliminary list of demonstrators and presenters includes: 
 
Paul Allen United Kingdom 
Sandra Dunn Canada 
Jesus Hernandez United States 
Michael McCarthy United States 
Jake Powning Canada 
Mark Puigmarti Canada 
Brian Russell United Kingdom 
Kelly Smyth United States 
 
There will be an experimental Viking Age smelt conducted by members of the Dark Ages Recrea-
tion Company (DARC)- Darrell Markewitz, Dave Cox, Kevin Jarbeau, with Neil Peterson and Ken 
Cook. 
 
We will post more details about events as planning progresses. For further information please visit 
the CanIRON VIII blog at: http://caniron8.blogspot.com/ or the web site : http://
www.ontarioblacksmiths.ca/CANIRON or contact Mick Smith, OABA president, at (519) 843-
6655. 

http://caniron8.blogspot.com/�
http://www.ontarioblacksmiths.ca/CANIRON�
http://www.ontarioblacksmiths.ca/CANIRON�
http://www.ontarioblacksmiths.ca/CANIRON�
http://www.ontarioblacksmiths.ca/CANIRON�

	Learn how to make your Little Giant power hammer work harder than ever!
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