Volume 24 Issue 02 Feb 2010

- FORGE

Dedlicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts>

1» BLA{fSHH COMING EVENTS
= =

February 28 2010....... Meeting at Luxton

"11"‘“‘

March 21 2010 .......... Blacksmith class starts

March 28 2010 ........... Meeting at Luxton
Index

Executive Reports.............coooeviiiinnnnn. 2,3

Show andtell ..., 4

Membership.........ccovvviiiiiiiiiii, 10

mithso@@m

/) New VIBA Executive chosen
at Annual General Meeting

The 2010 Annual general Meeting was successfully concluded January 31st 2010 and the
Executive Officers for the coming year were selected from among the many, many candi-

dates running for office. Our current president Ray Orchard was re-elected for his sec-
ond term of office in that position. Vice president Marty Gilbertson was also re-elected

for a second term at his current position. Treasurer Norm Norby had served the maxi-
mum two year term of office, as limited by our constitution, so was allowed to retire. Af-
ter a lengthy and somewhat rancorous campaign, a new treasurer was elected by a razor
thin margin and Neil Gustafson became the new Keeper of the Coin. It was then dis-

covered that Charlie Low, our current Secretary, had actually already served three
years in that position. As that time span in office would have obviously violated our well
established rules, and possibly triggered a constitutional crisis, his service for the year
2009 was declared null and void. That ruling would, of course, allow him to serve another
two year term as Secretary, beginning January 2010. Finally, and unfortunately, the gener-
ous stipend awarded to the VIBA executive (as reported in the January 2010 Forge) in
compensation for their efforts on behalf of the club has been totally eliminated, effective
immediately. Treasurer Neil Gustafson gave no reason for the abrupt change in policy but
was heard mumbling something about an expensive vacation he was planning.

Vancouver Island Blacksmiths

WNAVNaAvNAsIlIIENETS



2008 - Executive
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839
V P: Marty Gilbertson 250 646-2334
Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712
Treasurer: Norm Norby 250 478-3589

Librarian: Skip Kennedy 250 478-
8172
Editor:Dennis Gillett

Publishing Info: "Forge" is
published monthly by and for
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General
Correspondence for VIBA:
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria,
BC, VOC 3C4. (or directly to
appropriate executive member)
Permission granted for repro-
duction of any part of "Forge"
provided credit is given to the
original source, and the item is
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole
use of "Forge". Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the
authors of all material. Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes
every effort to ensure accuracy
of the information contained
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the
editors, specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability
for damages or injuries as a
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter. The use of any informa-

tion is solely at the user's own
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Submissions & Contributions

Submissions to “Forge” can be
made at any monthly meeting
or by snail mail to:

VIBA - The Editor
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC Canada
VoC 3C4
OR
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca

President’s Report
By: Ray Orchard

The Annual general meeting of the
group was well attended and went off
without any surprises. It’s nice to have
Neil back as Treasurer, replacing
Norm who has done a fine job over
the past two years. Many thanks Mr
Norby. Now you can really begin to
enjoy your retirement.

Joe Gillings has submitted a pro-
posed design for the M.F.I. gate.
Thanks Joe. Now we need a few more
to add to the five on hand so that we,
and the institute, have some things to
consider. I’ll have some copies at our
February meeting.

Back to the A.G.M., Dennis men-

tioned that the position of Newsletter

Editor is also open. He has done a great

job over a number of years and cer-
tainly deserves a break. I’m sure he
would be delighted to help someone
else learn the ropes. If you know your
way around a computer, have some or-
ganizational, and perhaps, writing
skills, please consider coming forward

to take on the job. Our constitution sets

limits on executive positions, but not

Newsletter Editor. The forge is an es-
sential link between us. Without it we
would not last long as a viable group.
Who is ready to take over?

COMPLETE
AS ILLUSTRATED

27 3362

Shipping weight, about 380
pounds.

Anvils for sale

| have two London pattern
anvils that | brought with
me from England for

sale. One is about 375Ib
and I'm asking $1000, the
other is 225Ib for $700.
jake@jakejames.ca or call

me at 250 642 6984
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Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

VIBA Jan 31 ‘10

Show and Tell

Charlie L has been having a problem. He has a
pair of pliers with jaws that remain parallel as they open
and close, and he felt that that would be a wonderful at-
tribute in a pair of blacksmith tongs. Sadly, his hand- eye
coordination is not up to duplicating a factory product, so
he appealed for help from the many, much more expert
smiths. Skip suggested starting with flat stock, forming
the complicated bits, and welding handles on later.

Charlie L also brought in an adze, made from a
piece of car coil spring, edge hardened, mounted on a
piece of cherry wood, and a hatchet made from a high-
carbon railway spike, again, edge hardened, with a maple
handle.

Willi brought in a shoe horn, close to 3 feet long,
with the handle alternating twists with diamond shapes.

Ray was talking to a lady from the Log House
museum, who had surplus blacksmith tools. He picked
them up and brought them to the shop. There were a vari-
ety of striking and struck tools, including quite a nice
flatter, and a variety of tongs, many rather in need of
some refurbishing. Charlie L took a punch home to re-
place a missing handle

Don brought in another hatchet, also from a rail-
way spike, with an elm wood handle. It was dramatically
different from the first one, being long and narrow, while
the first one was short and wide.

Frank Clayton brought in a bronze antique car
license plate holder that he wanted Dennis to cast dupli-
cates of, if possible.

Visitors: Mathew Harrison was down from
Lantzeville where he is a machinist apprentice

The minutes were adopted as published in the forge.

Business arising: Benoit is now in England working as an
apprentice blacksmith and having a lovely time. Jacques
brought in some photos of some of the things he has been
working on, and they are pretty impressive. Ben is work-
ing hard, learning lots, happy, living well, with only a few
steps from home to work.

Reports: Charlie D is planning to have further news of the

mobile gallery by the next meeting

The belt grinder is still in the US. Neil will
probably get down sometime soon to pick it up. A bro-
chure describing and picturing it was passed around

The treasurer’s report was very encouraging.
The CanIRON VI money has been added to our regular
account, and the comment was “There is enough for 2
belt grinders”.

Skip mentioned that the library has received a
number of back issues of various newsletters.

Ray mentioned that the MFI would like their
gate sometime soon, so if you don’t have your sug-
gested design in very soon, your ideas will not be con-
sidered, as we are planning to submit the designs on
hand to MFI soon. We are also looking to have their
approval for an expansion of the forge sometime soon
too. Our lease has been extended for another 3 years.

As most will know, Mac Tipton has died.
There was a very good turnout for his funeral, with
good representation from the club. There was standing
room only in the church. Raynier has added his name to
our memorial plaque.

With that, we adjourned and went on to the
AGM

Treasurer’s report was the same as in the regular meet-
ing.

Officers:

Skip will continue as librarian

Dennis would like someone to take over the newsletter
sometime soon, and will be available to assist and ad-
vise. However, as this is not an elected office, the mat-
ter was left there.

President: Ray volunteered to continue. There were no
other nominations, so Ray is president by acclamation.
Vice president: Marty, though absent, has volunteered
to continue, and there were no other nominations, so
Marty is VP by acclamation

Secretary: Charlie L has volunteered to continue, there
were no other nominations, so Charlie is secretary by
acclamation

Treasurer: Norm’s term is up, so Neil has volunteered
to fill the office. There were no other nominations, so
Neil is treasurer by acclamation.

Don called for a vote of thanks for the officers, past
and future, and there was a round of applause.

With that we adjourned the AGM.



Show and Tell

Photos by D Gillett
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Pliers and attempted tong repro-
duction of said pliers by Charlie L

Adze and hatchet by Charlie L

Frank’s cast licence plate holder

Hatchet by Don Startin

Willli’s shoe horn



Bowie Knife Notes

BY Dave Winestock

Bowie Knives by James Black
One style of Bowie knife came from the James Black. a blscksmitl

At the moment we are at a lake ( Laguna ‘:ﬁ&ﬂﬁgﬁﬁmgxf““““ﬁﬁﬁxmﬁﬁu

developing his
Catemaco ) in the tropics of the State of ik Avoss e s Lol Rock g 1 e
Veracruz, Mexico. It's a paradise of lush
jungle vegetation, unusual birds and many
lakes, lagoons and rivers. I have some
time so I thought I'd submit an article
for the Newsletter. Some months ago we visited The Alamo, in San Antonio, Texas.
There I learned a lot about the myth and history of the Bowie Knife. I had al-
ways wondered, just what is a Bowie Knife? I'm not sure I have the answer yet!
The following information, I gleaned from a display at the Alamo.

James Bowie is one of the legendary figures who died at the Alamo. The area now

known as the State of Texas was in the process of succession from Mexico. Gen-

eral Santa Anna attacked and overwhelmed the fort "Alamo". It was a devastating

defeat but not unlike the Battle of the Little Bighorn (General Custer's defeat)

it enraged the Texans and they rallied to win other important battles which led

to their independence from Mexico. When Texas won their independence they be-

came, for a short time, an independent republic.

1826- Bowie is wounded in a knife fight with Major James Norris.

1827-In an incident which becomes famous and known as the "Sand Bar Fight,"
Bowie kills Norris with a big knife.

1828-Noah Smithwick, a Texas blacksmith, claims Bowie has him make a replica of

the "Sand Bar" knife.

1831-Reian Bowie, James' bother, gives "Bowie Knives" to friends; some of which

(knives) survive today.

1836-An advertisement in the "Nashville Republican" lists "Arkansas and Bouey

(sic) Knives" for sale at "Gowdey's Fancy Store". James Bowie dies at the Alamo.

Articles about the origin of the Bowie knife begin to be written.

1837-Rezan Bowie claims to be the originator of the Bowie Knife. He writes that

it was a hunting knife and describes the blade dimensions as nine and one quar-

ter inches long by one and one half inches wide.

1841-An article in the "Washington ( Arkansas ) Telegraph" suggests that the

first "Bowie Knife" was made by James Black.

1852-John J. Bowie, the older brother of Rezin and James, says the originator of

the knife was a blacksmith named Snowden.

1884-An Andrew J. Sowell claims the knife was made in Gonzales by a blacksmith

named "Mr Sowell".

1885-the granddaughter of Rezin Bowie, says her grandfather gave James his first

hunting knife.

1890-1895- a few other contenders for the original Bowie Knife surface.

2007- Dave Winestock watches Charlie Low forge a huge (like all things Charlie
makes) knife and thinks he is witnessing the invention of the Bowie Knife.



¢ to anything I have experienced.
" The conversation often started something like this;

". f ““d’you remember old so and so from up on the Alaska
il highway?”
\ “Not really Mac, but never mind.”
®ip- “Well this one time we’d been...” and so the story
4 would unfurl. It feels almost like I have seen BC from
% top to bottom through his eyes, for Mac surveyed
more of this province than most of us will ever see.
A Much of Mac’s life was spent closer to home, and one
“% memory of his, which he recounted often, took place
% close to where we all sit today. It was of his first meet-
~” ing with Wallace Helgesen, as teenage boys, as Wally
= was driving a team of horses down Metchosin road. It
Mac TiptOll is a memory that conjures up a scene from days long
August 30 1933 — December 22 2009 gone, but made me think often of the changes that have
taken place during Mac’s lifetime, reminding me that
not so very long ago this was still the wild western
Good Afternoon, when Isabel asked if | would edge of Canada.
write a eulogy for Mac I was both honoured

and touched. I will offer my thoughts and re-  Whether it was surveying the wilderness, farming here
flections of Mac for the few years that it was  in Metchosin or making and shooting black powder
my privilege to know him. guns I think Mac lived a life as close to that of his pio-

neer forefathers as he could. His love for history and
I met Mac shortly before his 70" birthday. At  the heritage crafts were an obvious sign of this, my
our first meeting, at Luxton Fairgrounds, by the own relationship with him was forged on the hot coals
blacksmith club that he helped to build, he was of the blacksmiths fire, and many others have bonded
already in failing health, though he still swung with him over a ringing anvil, or the thunder of a black
a hammer in earnest from time to time. In what powder meet. With his trade as a gunsmith and black-
seems to be true Mac fashion he immediately ~ smith, [ am never surprised to meet people who Mac
invited me to visit his home and forge, and thus has done work for, and everyone has always a good
was [ introduced to the Tipton family. This account of their meeting, and a fond memory of the
meeting, and Mac’s generosity is one of the craftsman himself.
reasons | am now living in Canada, and the
kindness both he and Isabel showed to a total ~ In the last few years he could no longer make it out to
stranger I shall always remember. enjoy the din of the forge, but was a voracious reader,
his days filled with the ripping yarns of Hornblower
Almost every day since that time I have shared and his ilk. Mac once told me he would have loved to
lunch and tea with Mac - half a cup, black, with have stood amongst the cacophony of a great naval bat-
a spoon and the right cup — and among talk of  tle, and I can see him, eyes twinkling on the quaterdeck
blacksmithing, black powder, the native flora  with the smoke billowing around him and cannon shot
and fauna, or identifying the procession of little flying overhead.
brown jobbies at the birdfeeder, I heard the The frustration he must have felt though, in his final
memories of a lifetime reflected, as Mac re- years would have been great: For someone who earned
counted his youth and his adventures. Almost  his living, and enjoyed his hobbies with the work of his
all of the stories took place long before [ was  hands, to have that taken away would seem unbearable.
born, many in places [ will likely never visit. ~ For me it is a sadness that [ got little time to work side
Though much of the detail, I must confess, by side with Mac, but though we didn’t share much
washed over me, the pictures he painted with  time at the forge, there were many occasions when I
his tales were fascinating, and entirely different would come to pick is brain over one problem or an-



other, and he rarely failed to have the right an-
swer to hand. I would like to think Mac was able
to take vicarious pleasure in my work, bound to
his chair though he was.

Throughout all this time, as he became more and
more infirm, Mac remained remarkably positive.
He was always cheerful when receiving visitors,
every Monday entertaining the students from
Pearson College, or talking with my kids and
slipping them a cookie when they came by to
visit.

For a man who was used to the ever changing
horizons of the BC wilderness, he still took great
pleasures in the view from his window. Though
the horizon changed but a little from season to
season, the comings and goings of the birdlife
were always a topic of conversation, with many a
lunch time spent searching through the Cannings
bird bible.

I will remember Mac as a friend. Through his
reminiscences | feel as though I knew him far
longer than I really did, and I am thankful I had
the chance to get to know him at all.

Mac lived a life true to all that [, in my romantic
imaginings would picture of the Canadian west,
and in his passing he shall leave a hole in the fab-
ric of that tale.

We will all miss him in our own ways, but most
importantly he will be missed by his family, as a
grandfather, father and husband.

Jake James

Just a note to express my sadness at the passing of
Mac Tipton.

Mac and I met when he and I were demonstrating at a
fair in Luxton during the late 1980’s. Mac was very
sympathetic when I picked up a piece of red hot steel
that had been lying beside the forge!

We formed a lasting friendship despite the fact that for
the last 16 years we have lived 500 Km apart.

As a younger man, Mac was a surveyor in the Yahk,
Moyie area (25 miles from where Pat and I live to-
day). I will miss our conversations about all things
metal; I will miss him, period!

Derry Cook

« For their service in the art

RALPH BARTLEY
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Isabel and Mac started doing the newsletter in Feb
1997 and did the job for 9 years. Mac was born in
Edmonton August 1933. That fall, the parents took
Mac on their trapline, and lived in a one room cabin
for the winter.

TheTipton's moved to Colwood in 1946. After gradu-
ating from Belmont High School, and the Southern
Alberta Institute of Technology, he went to work for
the BC Government as a Survey Technician and
worked in all corners of the province.

He and Isabel married in 1959, and by 1963 were
living in Metchosin. Mac moved to a job in the Legal
Surveys Office, Surveyor General's Department,
where he stayed till retirement.

He was interested in everything from needlepoint, to
sheep, gold panning to black powder shooting, his-
tory, geography, politics, gardening, but his first and
lasting interest was metalwork and gunsmithing. In
retirement, he took up both blackmsithing and black
powder shooting, and spent many happy hours in
his workshop buildiing guns and fixing just about
anything.

Mac was very generous, and helpful... anyone could
ask any question, and he would give a helpful an-
swer, as he was very knowledgeable on many sub-
jects.

His younger son, Marc, predeceased him, but Isa-
bel, Jennifer and John will miss him greatly.

Skip and Eva Kennedy



Make a Spring Rope Swedge
Thais is my way and it is by no means the
only way . T use a piece of 1/4 x 1 x 33"
and two pieces of 1 34" x 1 1/d x 1™ of
4140, mild steel would last for a long time,
but T had 4140 on hand.

Weld the two blocks on the ends of the
lang piece. Make sure you get good pene-
tration of the weld and use plenty of rod.
This swedge is for 1/2" sq. stock.

To make the dies weld the 1/4™ rod to-
gether and grind flat on the back. Heat one
of the blocks to a good orange heat. If you
don't have a treadle hammer or power
hammer get some one to strike for you. Use
a flatter so you get a good eve impression.
Drive the rods flush with the top of the
block. It will automatically give you the
draft angle. Now weld the 4 pieces of 1/4
round to finish the other block. T use a long
enough rod so I can heve one on each end.
Weld two sides and grind flat, leaving the
crease on opposing sides. Bend the long
piece so the blocks match up.

Hzat the new block to orange. leaving the
other black cold. Locate the 4 rods in the
crease of the cold block and drive the
blocks together using a flatter. Round off
the edges where the rods sank into the
blocks.

You never want the sharp edges on a tool
unless it is used for cutting.

To use the swedge, heat a 1/2" square bar.
Put it in the swedge and drive it down.
Turn it 90 degrees as you drive it together.
Don't try to drive it together without tum-
ing it several times. Your bar should look
like this. When you twist it will look like a
rope.

Hope You can understand this—

Ken Dettmer,

From the Indiana Blacksmiths,
The Forge Fire Newsletter, October 2005

My x 1 %33%
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Forge Welding with Mark Pearce

notes and drawngs by Jesse Elingson, from Mark's demo af the Spring Conference, April 2005
Important; The coal and iron must be very clean.

Butt Wald:
Walding 2 pieces of 1/2 inch stock

1. First build up material on each end to be
welding by upsetting the ends.
2. Shape ends so they will 'scarf together.
; Scarf should be thin but not teo thin,

3. Bnug the pisces up and tap them together to tack them in place.

Afler heating pieces weld side down, to keep joint clean.

Quickly bring iron to the anvil, giving them a good shake to clean of the scale. Use a lighter hammer to tap
the joint together mare quickly and accurately.

Reheat - shake - complete weald.

Reheat again to smooth out the weld lump with a final heat to smooth and polish the joint.

Branch Weld:

Leave slight gap here for the molten steel to flow info,
Make weld area sightly thinner so you are welding from
the inside out,

Leave enough malerial to butt weld branches onto
another piece. :

Heat metal well up on either side of the scarf before
weiding, i

bl = ] el .

KBA "Hammermarks” - Sept 2005



Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: Prov./State:

Post/Zip Code:

Email:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

Areyoua: New Member|[] Renewal [ ]
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
VoC 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: State/Prov.:

Zip/Postal Code:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

[ ] Full Time Student......................$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year

[ ] Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year

[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year
[ ] Oversea Air Mail.........ccooceveveunennee. $80./year
[ ] Contributory Membership............ $100./year
[ ] Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment

Card No.

[]Visa [] Mastercard
Expiry Date:
Signature:

by Phone: 703-680-1632

Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212
Email: abana@abana.org

World Class beginners Blacksmith Course

Neil Gustafson’s famous beginners blacksmith class will start this year on Sunday
March 21. The remainder of the classes will be on Saturdays except for Easter weekend
April3-4 and the NWBA conference weekend on April 23-25. This 6 week course is de-
signed to teach the basics of blacksmithing and is highly recommended for anyone inter-
ested in learning the craft. Many more experienced VIBA members also find it to be a
very valuable refresher, polishing up many skills under the watchful eye of Neil. Some
of us have taken the course more than once...since practice usually does produce im-
provement, if not perfection. If you wish to use the power hammer at the club this class
is a ‘requirement’ since you could hurt yourself, or more importantly the hammer, if you
don’t know what you are doing. Included in the class price is the Spring Demo weekend
currently being arranged by Skip. Contact Neil at swedefiddle@shaw.ca for details and
sign up info.
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