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Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 24 Issue 03 March 2010     

COMING  EVENTS 
March 21 2010……….Blacksmithing class starts 
March 28 2010…….... Production Day and Meeting  
April 17 +18 2010……..Spring demo 

 April 25 2010…………..Meeting at Luxton 
 April 23,24,25 2010……...NWBA meeting 
                

Production Day next meeting 
The  storage boxes are virtually empty so we need to gear up for the next fair 
season without delay. All active members are encouraged to come out to help 
make next years sale items and/or help with finishing, cataloguing and pricing. 
We have some perennial good sellers that we need to re-stock and expert hands- 
on teachers immediately available to guide everyone’s efforts. Willi Toblers  
candlesticks sell out,  as do Skips’  mini-horseshoes and Raynier’s beer can 
holders. Please come out and support the club. 

Spring Demo April 17 and 18 
Skip has arranged a special treat for all VIBA members (and guests) for this 
years’ spring demo weekend. The husband and wife team of Alice James 
and Japheth Howard will be here on Saturday, April 17 and Sunday 
April 18, 2010. These two blacksmiths have been featured ABANA demonstra-
tors for many years, most recently at the NWBA 30 year anniversary meeting. 
We are very lucky to have them, so come out and learn from the masters. See 
details on page 5.   
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Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General 
Correspondence for VIBA: 
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 
BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 
appropriate executive member)  
Permission granted for  repro-
duction of any part of "Forge" 
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original source, and the item is 
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole 
use of "Forge".  Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the 
authors of all material.  Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 
every effort to ensure accuracy 
of the information contained 
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of 
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the 
editors, specifically disclaim 
any responsibility or liability 
for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter.  The use of any informa-
tion is solely at the user's own 
risk. 
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President’s Report 
By:  Ray Orchard 

There’s another sad note to start 
this month. A Hard working val-
ued member, until an injury 
slowed him down a few years ago, 
Ed Cushing passed away February 
23. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Terry and the rest of the fam-
ily. 
Well, here we go again into the 
busiest part of our year. It begins 
with Neil’s course on “the Art” on 
March 21, at 8:30 AM. The day 
then changes to Saturdays for the 
rest of the sessions. Six weeks in 
all from 8:30 to 5. It is a program 
of value to any smith, and there 
are a few spots still open. Contact 
Neil at (250) 385-8224 or sweed-
fiddle@shaw.ca. 
Then there’s production day 
March 28. The meeting will be 
short so that lots of great things 
can be finished for sale through 
the season. We’ll serve free bur-
gers too, so come ready to work 
and enjoy. 
Skip has arranged a great demon-
stration for the weekend of April 
17 and 18. It will cost $40 for the 
two days, so mark the calendar and 
prepare to learn. 
A project which will help amaze 
the crowds this summer will be the 
construction of the MFI gates. Neil 

took our proposals to the 
board and the one they liked 
the best was Willi Toblers. 
Congratulations Willi. Now 
you’ll have to tell us what to 
do. 
I really appreciate the re-
sponse to the appeal for coor-
dinators for the demos this 
year. I’m sure when the call 
comes from Willi, Dave, Neil, 
Raynier, Charlie, Skip or me, 
you’ll do your best to turn out 
and help. 
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Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

VIBA Feb 28 ‘10 
 
President Ray called us to order, and started with a 
sad announcement. Ed Cushing died. He was an 
active member until he had an accident some 5 
years ago. We passed around a condolences card 
for everyone to sign.  As well, a get well card for 
Dave Byron was signed. 
 
 We went on to Show and Tell. Charlie L 
brought in a new hammer, straight peen, just under 
3 pounds, made to match his regular hammer. It 
began as a piece of air brake shaft about a foot 
long, and was beaten into submission with a lot of 
assistance from Keith and Phil. It was tested this 
morning and worked well. 
 Dennis brought in a new knife, from a bil-
let of random pattern Damascus, 288 layers of 1075 
and L6, flat ground, with stainless steel hardware, 
acrylic amber and cocobolo handle, with a coco-
bolo sheath. 
 Marty brought in photos of a door and a 
window grill he had been working on. He had 140 
hours into the door, and it was quite a lovely thing. 
 
The minutes were accepted as published in the 
Forge. 
 
Business arising: Neil has not yet picked up the belt 
grinder, as he has not been to the states yet. Charlie 
D will want entries for the mobile gallery, as it will 
be up and running this year. Items for display only 
will just have the name of the maker and details of 
construction, while items for sale will also have a 
price attached. 
 We have several drawings for the gate. Af-
ter some discussion, it was agreed that Neil will 
take them to the MFI meeting on Tuesday for dis-
cussion. 
 
Reports: Skip let us know that there will be a demo 

April 17 and 18 by Japeth Howard and Alice 
James. They are currently working in Calgary, 
which puts them conveniently at hand for us. 
Both are extremely capable smiths with a long 
list of credentials, including having been the fea-
tured smiths at the NWBA 30th anniversary con-
vention. Cost will be $40.00 for the weekend, or 
$20.00 a day, with hamburgs being available for 
$2.00, and beer and pop at the usual rates. As 
with most things blacksmithing, this is a heck of 
a bargoon, so check your schedules and plan to 
be there. 
 
The treasurer’s report is that we are in transition, 
but there is lots of money in the bank 
 
New Business: 
 The demonstrations we do for the vari-
ous organizations will go back to the system of 
each having a person in charge to liaise with the 
organization, and twist arms to get people out to 
man (or person, in case the person involved is 
female), the forges. Willy will be in charge of the 
rodeo, Dr Dave will do Coombs, Neil the VIX, 
Raynier, Cobble Hill, Charlie L, Saanich, and 
Skip, Luxton fair. 
 
 We will be having a production day at 
next month’s meeting, March 28th, so come pre-
pared to bang some iron. Lunch will be provided 
to encourage heroic efforts from all of us. 
 
 Hugh Wallace would like to borrow one 
of the loaner forges. After some discussion, this 
was approved. 
 
 Liability waivers were handed round- if 
you did not get one, you should, just so you 
won’t sue the club if some hot iron should bite 
you (again) 
 
With that, we adjourned and went off to watch 
the hockey game. 
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Show and Tell 
Photos by D Gillett 

Charlie’s straight peen hammer 

Dennis’ Damascus knife 

Unfortunately Marty didn’t get a digital photo of his  door and window 
grill to me by the publication deadline. It was, however, a very nice piece 
of work...and you had to be at the meeting to see a picture of it.  
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Spring Demo April 17, 18 At Luxton fairgrounds VIBA smithy. 

Spring Demo at VIBA Forge featuring Alice James and Japheth Howard.   
Saturday, April 17, Sunday April 18, 2010  
$25.00 for one day, $40.00 for both days  
 Lunch, Ray Orchard volunteered to cook Hamburgers $2.00 (Thanks Ray)  
Beer $1.50 Pop .50 
Coffee free  
Social for those attending 
Pizza Dinner will be included and delivered to our shop about  5:00 PM  Saturday 
REMEMBER  to sign up for Pizza if you plan on staying for the Social 
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Born in Silver City, New 

Mexico, Japheth began his career as a blacksmith at 15 when his 

interest in history and archeology led him to try forging replicas of 

antique iron tools he had excavated. Following the example of his 

artist parents, Cecil and Marilyn Howard, he soon began to design 

and make his own work in this new medium. 

This interest in forged iron led Japheth to seek out a blacksmith near 

Santa Fe. As an apprentice, he was able to turn his full attention to 

the vocation that has absorbed him for the next eighteen years. 

During this time, Japheth has never neglected an opportunity to add 

to his metal working skills. Without a formal course of instruction, he 

followed the traditional route of the journeyman, working with 

established smiths in various parts of the Unite States. This included 

a two-year intern position at the National Ornamental Metal Museum 

in Memphis, Tennessee. 



Japheth Howard and wife Alice James at Flicker Forge in Salisbury, MO; photo courtesy Rural Missouri

While teaching classes, installing exhibits, and executing restoration 

and commissioned projects in the museum’s demonstration 

workshop, Japheth came in to contact with metalworkers worldwide. 

Such exposure gave him the opportunity to spend a year in the 

workshop of Richard Quinnell Ltd. in Surrey, England. Here was an 

unparalleled opportunity to work with very fine craftsmen entrusted 

with the restoration of important historic pieces and the building of 

the very best contemporary work. Upon his return to the United 

States, Japheth has devoted his full energy to his own work. In the 

process, he has gained a reputation for high quality work and fine 

craftsmanship.  

 

In addition to designing and making architectural metalwork, he and 

his wife, metal smith Alice A. James have been invited to teach 

several blacksmithing classes each year. These classes at various 

craft schools through out the U.S. reflect a growing public interest in 

ironwork, as well as the emergence of a new generation of artist 

blacksmiths. Teaching others is particularly rewarding to Japheth as 

a way of ensuring that this once dying craft continues to expand and 

develop.  

6 



7 



 

8 

From “the Drift” the newsletter of the 
Australian Blacksmith Association 
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 
Membership Application 

 
   Name:  ______________________________ 
 
   Address:  ____________________________ 
 
   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 
 
   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
   Email:  ______________________________ 
 
   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 
 
   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 
 
Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 
 
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 
 
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 
Make cheques or money orders payable to: 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 
1040 Marwood Avenue 
Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 
Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________ 
City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 
Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 
Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 
Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 
[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 
[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 
[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 
[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 
[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 
[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 
[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 
Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 
Expiry Date:  ____________________ 
Signature:  ______________________ 
by Phone:  703-680-1632 
Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  
          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 
           Email: abana@abana.org 

World Class beginners Blacksmith Course 
Neil Gustafson’s famous beginners blacksmith class will start this year on Sunday 
March 21. The remainder of the classes will be on Saturdays except for Easter weekend 
April3-4 and the NWBA conference weekend on April 23-25. This 6 week course is de-
signed to teach the basics of blacksmithing and is highly recommended for anyone inter-
ested in learning the craft. Many more experienced VIBA members also find it to be a 
very valuable refresher, polishing up many skills under the watchful eye of Neil. Some 
of us have taken the course more than once...since practice usually does produce im-
provement, if not perfection. If you wish to use the power hammer at the club this class 
is a ‘requirement’ since you could hurt yourself, or more importantly the hammer, if you 
don’t know what you are doing. Included in the class price is the Spring Demo weekend. 
See page 5 for details. Contact Neil  at (250) 385-8224 or swedefiddle@shaw.ca for de-
tails and sign up info. 
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