N‘!<-

Vancouver Island Blacksmiths

Volume 24 Issue 04 April 2010

- FORGE

Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafits>

Hr—
U9 5, =" COMING EVENTS

g OMITE

April 17 +18 2010........ Spring demo
April 252010.............. Meeting at Luxton
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Skip has arranged a special treat for all VIBA members for this years’ spring demo
weekend. The husband and wife team of Alice James and J apheth
Howard will be here on Saturday, April 17 and Sunday April 18, 2010. Yes,

that is next weekend! ! These two blacksmiths have been featured ABANA
demonstrators for many years, most recently at the NWBA 30 year anniversary
meeting. We are very lucky to have them, so come out and learn from the masters.

Wi I bllaclkermnitins
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Publishing Info: "Forge" is
published monthly by and for
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General
Correspondence for VIBA:
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria,
BC, VOC 3C4. (or directly to
appropriate executive member)
Permission granted for repro-
duction of any part of "Forge"
provided credit is given to the
original source, and the item is
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole
use of "Forge". Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the
authors of all material. Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes
every effort to ensure accuracy
of the information contained
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the
editors, specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability
for damages or injuries as a
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter. The use of any informa-

tion is solely at the user's own
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Submissions & Contributions

Submissions to “Forge” can be
made at any monthly meeting
or by snail mail to:

VIBA - The Editor
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC Canada
VoC 3C4
OR
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca

President’s Report
By: Ray Orchard

It was a very productive day. Lots of
stuff was produced for sale at our
demonstrations. I personally pro-
duced and gave away 38 hamburgers
(sorry about forgetting the cheese).
This effort won’t help the bottom
line, but I would like to think I made
a contribution by keeping the workers
happy. Thanks to Willi, assisted by
Don and Neil, for handling the logis-
tical side of the event.

We should extend thanks to Keith’s
tenant. He is the guy responsible for
the BUD cans that appear in the
fridge. He does a fine job of empty-
ing them, but doesn’t bother to collect
the deposit. I do. After Keith drops
then off, I trot along to the depot, the
put the cash in VIBA’s bag on my
desk. That’s what paid for the bur-
gers. Here’s to the next time.

It was also great to have Dan back
with a great collection of cougar
heads in various stages of construc-
tion. He is working toward a demon-
stration on how he does it. Something
to look forward to.

Roll on the 17" and 18", That’s
when the spring demo is, thanks to
Skip and Elva for arranging things
and looking after the demonstrating
couple and their two kids during their
visit to Victoria. We should have a
big turnout. Details on the front page
of this newsletter.

And don’t forget the regular meet-
ing on the 25™. In my previous terms

in this chair I had few if any direct
enquires from non-members. This
time it’s certainly different, thanks to
www.viblacksmith.com. About once
a month there’s a call from someone
somewhere in the province (none
from beyond as yet) asking for infor-
mation about how VIBA. “How can |
make contact with smiths in my
area”, “how do I learn the art”,
“where can I find (various pieces of
equipment)”, or “I have equipment I
want to sell” and so on. It’s working,
the word is being spread. The ‘king
of crafts” continues to revive.

You could make a major contribu-

tion by helping our hard working edi-
tor and taking over eventually. Den-
nis has had a long and very successful
run in the editors’ chair. He deserves
arest.



http://www.viblacksmith.com�

Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low
-

Viba Mar 28 ‘10

Today was a production day, so the
meeting was quite brief. Dennis brought in 3

knives, as usual, utterly beautiful, made from

1084 and L 6 in a triple twist Turkish pattern

Damascus, with insets of brass and nickel silver
ovals with patterns etched and enameled on the
sheaths, and one with a scrollwork pattern of an

Indian design. They are designated for 2 late
Christmas presents and a birthday present.

There was considerable competition in the as-
sembled multitude to be adopted into Dennis’

family.
Dan brought in 4 masks of large cats,

three of cheetahs and one less complete of some
other large cat. This last was made on Lasqueti
Island with minimal tools, a few hammers and
tongs, and the rest being rocks and driftwood.
All need a bit of finishing, and as usual, every-

one was awed.

Dan also reported that the Fort Rod Hill
blacksmith shop is not currently available for
our use, possibly because we have not been us-
ing it diligently. It was agreed that we should
enter into communications with the authorities

there, and possibly plan on being a bit more
diligent about maintaining our claim there.

Jacques brought in photos of some of
the work Ben has been doing in England, and
reports that he is happy there and has a car now-
comments were that when he comes to visit, he
should not be allowed to drive because his re-

flexes will be backwards.

Skip reports that the 09 volume of the

newsletter is done and in the library

We will be having a demo Apr 17
and 18. It will cost 40.00, and this has been
recognized as the best value we are likely
to see around here. Plan to be there, even if
you have to then plan not to be somewhere
else.

Keith reports that the MFI might be
thinking about 2 gates, one for the main
entrance, and one for the other one. Willy’s
design has been chosen for the main gates,
and an architect has drawn up some plans
got the gateposts. Willy will organize the
construction of the main gates. As the MFI
will purchase the materials, they are going
to need at least a rough outline of a materi-
als and cost list.

Coal for sale

Approx. one ton, presently stored in a
pit . Price negotiable, and help in loading is
offered. Call David Scott 250 479-7121




Show and Tell

Photos by D Gillett

Dan Orton brought several masks he was work-
ing on. Antonio models one that just fit




Production day

Treasurer keeps a sharp eye
out on the proceedings

Tally man Don

This bit goes over here and...

Supervisor watching



Production Day Report by Donovan Startin

The weather was not kind to us this time. The stats
table got a nice soaking. However, we managed to
make $617 worth of good quality items for sale this
demo season.

A big thank you to Willi for organizing the event and
everybody who turned out so many quality artefacts.
Another big thank you to Neil and Norm for refinish-
ing and re-pricing some of our old stock that had be-
come rusted. Last , but not least a thank you to our
Pres for the delicious hamburgers and Willi again for
the scrumptious bar of milk chocolate direct from
Switzerland.

Pre-made items:

Willi Tobler....... 4 candlesticks $20ea  $80
Willi Tobler 1 Large candlestick $35
Willi Tobler ....... Shoe horn $15
Charlie Low........ Chime set $35
Skip Kennedy .....Rustic door knocker $35

Production Day items:

Charlie Low....... S hook $5
Laurie............... hoof pick  $3 ea $9
Antonio Nolasco...candleholder $20
Willi Tobler........ candleholders $20ea $100
Willi Tobler .........shoe horns $15ea $30
Don Startin........ mini horseshoe  $3 ea $6
Charlie low .........Chimes $35
Shauna Francis...... S hooks $5ea  $10

Dave winestock....Key chain steelhead$10ea $50
Dave Winestock..steelhead fishhooks $15ea $60
Dave Winestock..golf club hooks $15ea $30

Adam Kallock.............hook $8

Adam Kallock.......... paper knife $10
JPMas................. plant hanger $25
Dan orton.............. plant hanger $25

Total $617



—@Be

The Gallery

a Vancouver Island Blacksmiths Association Project

Dedicated to the Revival of the 'King of Crafts'

The Gallery c/o V.I.LB.A

V.I.B.A. 1040 Marwood Ave. Victoria, B.C., Canada VOC 3C4
www.viblacksmiths.com — subject line 'The Gallery'
APRIL 2010 There are two major items that need to

The Gallery is a travelling, or mobile,
Gallery sponsored by V.I.B.A. with the
help of local businesses. Its purpose is
to display some of the incredible
projects that are ‘above and beyond’
what most people expect to be forged
by Blacksmiths and Blade-smiths. The
Gallery will consist of a transporting
unit [enclosed trailer] , a display centre
[tent(s)] and all of the operational items
( plinths, decor items, secure storage
etc.).

It is expected, as with any new
endeavour, that there will be many
lumps and bumps and adjustments
that should be mostly ironed for next
year. Please bear with me. We must
keep in mind that the goal is for the
public to have the opportunity to see
the works presented. They will even
have the opportunity to purchase if
they desire. It is also a venue to 'set the
bar higher' for the rest of us .

This first year myself and/or several
other Blacksmiths, will review the
projects presented for acceptance. With
this in mind, the work on display in
future years could be ‘juried' by a local
Arts group. Those who were lucky
enough to attend V.I.B.A.'s Gallery
during Canlron V1 in 2007 at Luxton
Fairgrounds enjoyed the same calibre
of work that will be displayed in the
V.LB.A. travelling Gallery.

be addressed in the immediate future:

- securing The Gallery work for display.
- securing The Gallery support from

local business.

1. Items for display: For this year, I

would like to have items for The
Gallery that individual V.I.B.A.
members would make available for
display either 'for sale' or 'not for
sale'. We can talk individually
regarding specific criteria for
selling items. Times to bring work
to be selected will be announced.
Once items are accepted to be in
the Gallery, a commitment from
each participant would be required
to bring the accepted projects to
Luxton at a predetermined time for
inclusion at a VIBA Demo -
probably the day before.

2. Local Business support for The
Gallery: I will be approaching local
businesses seeking their
participation for a plethora of
items including a couple of majors
such as: trailer body work,
graphics, materials [for plinths
etc|. Of course, these businesses
would be recognized and
advertised on our trailer and
tent(s) at V.I.B.A.'s 'high traffic’
events. Secured 'sponsors’ will also
be mentioned in the Gallery
column of the Forge.

Charlie Dowdeswell




2-Candle Hanging Candle Holder

Demonstrated by Owen Creteau at the Manchester Historical Society Blacksmith Shop.
Wowvember 11, 2006

Divawings by Steve Alling  Michigan Artist Blacksmiths, The Upsat

Owerall linished Dimensions-

Hanger:
157 tall and 5-1/27 wide

Candle cups; 147 ¥ 34" flat stock
34" din. and 2 tall

Fall 2009 page #10 New England Blacksmiths
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You'll note that _
this is one of 4
several articles
illustrated by

Steve Alling composed of his" ilul,'airatil:-ns for tools and pro-

jects.
Steve says, “We have a few of vol 3 available, they

found in this , _

Scrap Box Edi-

g;]el:';a has pub- ; are $7.50 each plus postage, a request by email
lished sev Eml would be fine* thanks, Steve Alling
sketchbooks JAN ALLING <allingjan @ yahoo.conz

Fall 2004 page#11 New England Blacksmiths



Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: Prov./State:

Post/Zip Code:

Email:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

Areyoua: New Member[] Renewal [ ]
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
VoC 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application

Name:
Address:
City: State/Prov.:
Zip/Postal Code:
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
[ ] Full Time Student......................$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year
[ ] Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year
[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year
[ ] Oversea Air Mail.........ccooceveveunennee. $80./year
[ ] Contributory Membership............ $100./year
[ ] Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment

Card No.

[]Visa [] Mastercard
Expiry Date:
Signature:

by Phone: 703-680-1632

Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212
Email: abana@abana.org

FI1G, 67.~PUNCH MADE BY “H, 8."
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