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Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 24 Issue 05 May 2010     

COMING  EVENTS 
 

May 22,23,24……...Luxton Rodeo demo  
May 30 2010  ……….Meeting at Luxton 

 
Totally Run By Volunteers 

Victoria Day Weekend - Sat, Sun, Mon 
MAY 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 2010 

 
 

Yup, it’s the 35th annual Luxton pro rodeo  at the Luxton fair-
grounds. We need as many club members as possible to man the 
demonstration and amaze the assembled crowds by pounding red 
hot steel. As this is the major event put on by our landlords for 
the entire year, we need to support them with as much enthusi-
asm as possible. Please come out and enjoy the fun. No matter 
what your skill level we have a critical job for you.  



2008 - Executive 
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839  
V P: Marty  Gilbertson  250 646-2334  
Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Norm Norby 250 478-3589 

Librarian:  Skip Kennedy  250 478-
8172 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 
 
 
Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General 
Correspondence for VIBA: 
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 
BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 
appropriate executive member)  
Permission granted for  repro-
duction of any part of "Forge" 
provided credit is given to the 
original source, and the item is 
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole 
use of "Forge".  Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the 
authors of all material.  Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 
every effort to ensure accuracy 
of the information contained 
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of 
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the 
editors, specifically disclaim 
any responsibility or liability 
for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter.  The use of any informa-
tion is solely at the user's own 
risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 
 
Submissions to “Forge” can be 
made at any monthly meeting 
or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 
1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 
V9C 3C4 

OR 
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

President’s Report 
By:  Ray Orchard 
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Skip was pleased with the way the 
spring demo went, with Alice 
James and Japheth Howard, on 
April 17 and 18. Alice worked 
most of Saturday and Japheth took 
over in the Afternoon and Sunday. 
Some nice stuff was shown and 
learned. Over 20 attended and 
most had a couple of burgers each 
day and pizza Saturday evening. 
Incidentally, an extra word of 
thanks is due to Skip and his better 
half Elva, for hosting the visitors 
(including their two kids) In fact, 
they have helped the club this way 
for years; looking after many visit-
ing demonstrators without charge. 
I think it is about time VIBA 
started to pick up the cost of hous-
ing visitors in local hotels. 
 
While handing out thanks I must 
mention Willi, not only for his on-
going activities for the club, but 
for his reorganization in the office. 
Some may have not noticed the 
increased and stronger shelving 
allowing things to be sorted and 
made much more easily available. 
 
Personally I liked Scott Melville’s 
proposal (see minutes) but it would 
take quite a bit of work. Also, I 
wonder if we would attract enough 
buyers, and prices to please. We’ll 
see. Incidentally it was Scott who 
introduced me to VIBA. 

Some might have not heard much about 
one of the cat heads made by Dan, pic-
tured in the April Forge. I’m referring to 
the one in front of the picture of three. 
Dan wondered what he could do with 
minimal equipment. He went to the 
beach with little more than a couple of 
tongs, some metal and a match. That 
particular face was forged using rocks, 
driftwood and a piece of cardboard for a 
blower. Dan says he could only get a 
dull red heat so it was pretty slow work. 
The result, I think, is amazing. 
 
See you at the rodeo demo on the 22, 23 
and 24th of May and the meeting on the 
30th. 
 



Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

President Orchard filled in for Charlie this month 
 
VIBA Minutes  April 25 2010 
 
The 11:00 meeting was called to order about 20 min 
late, with a reduced attendance mainly due to the 
Northwest Blacksmiths big session in Washington 
State. The missing included our Secretary, Treas-
urer, Vice-president and Editor, so I took minimal 
minutes. (those printed in the April “Forge” were 
approved without alteration) 
    The only show and tell item was a rather silly lit-
tle hammer bought at a garage sale and brought by 
me. The vendor guessed it was a student’s project. 
   Willi and Don, reporting on Production day 
thought it went well but Willi added that more sales 
items are still needed, so please heed his call for 
more treasures. 
    A welcome guest was Scott Melville a member 
(and president) of VIBA some years ago. Scott has 
operated a blacksmithing, metal fabrication and 
welding business, and is now moving on to other 
things. He proposed an auction in conjunction with 
VIBA, to dispose of his top quality equipment and 
materials, with the club and members adding any 
surplus items for sale. 
    There was considerable discussion but no deci-
sions were reached. The executive will discuss the 
proposal and bring it to the next meeting May 30 
2010. Scott is also a licensed auctioneer and would 
handle the actual sale. 
   Norm moved and Willi seconded adjournment. 
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Spring Demo by Alice and Japheth 

Leaf form 
by Alice 
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5 Japheth made a set of double callipers 
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Lunch by Ray’s deli and dinner by Romeo’s pizza 

Bolt tongs by Japheth 
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From http://www.anvilfire.com/
iForge/index.htm ...check this 
site out for many projects 
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 
Membership Application 

 
   Name:  ______________________________ 
 
   Address:  ____________________________ 
 
   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 
 
   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
   Email:  ______________________________ 
 
   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 
 
   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 
 
Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 
 
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 
 
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 
Make cheques or money orders payable to: 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 
1040 Marwood Avenue 
Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 
Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________ 
City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 
Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 
Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 
Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 
[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 
[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 
[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 
[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 
[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 
[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 
[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 
Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 
Expiry Date:  ____________________ 
Signature:  ______________________ 
by Phone:  703-680-1632 
Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  
          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 
           Email: abana@abana.org 

Show and Tell 

Hi precision plasma cutter guide by Roger. The 
plasma cutter head fits in the round bit and the rest 
houses rollers producing  a precision cut 
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