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Dedlicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts>
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% BLACKsy;707 COMING EVENTS

June 27 2010.............Production Day and Meeting
] July 252010.............. Meeting at Luxton

PI’O du Ctl()n D ay August 14, 15 2010. ... Coombs fair
August 20, 21 22 .........\Van Isle Exhibition Nanaimo
August 28 2010........... Cobble Hill fair

S un d ay Jun e 2 7 Sept4,56 ................... Saanich fair
Sepyt17,18,19 ............. Luxton Fall fair
Oct 30,31 2010............Dan Orton mask demo

Your participation is again needed to bol-

ster our sales supplies for the upcoming

fair season. Have a look at the fair sched-

ule in the “Coming Events” box to the

right. In order to have enough stock to get Index

us through the season we need much more ISEEecutiv(elz :{clalports ................................ j ,53
than we presently have on hand. Willy owandtell ... ,

X X Blacksmith Camp.....................cooeni, 6
Tobler has again volunteered to obtain Calgary Metal Art Showcase.................... 7
the needed steel, so call Willy if you want gjre St Brooms..........ocooooeveeeeee 8,9
something special or a special size of Membership............ccooviveiiiiiieiieiiann.., 10

stock.
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Publishing Info: "Forge" is
published monthly by and for
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General
Correspondence for VIBA:
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria,
BC, VOC 3C4. (or directly to
appropriate executive member)
Permission granted for repro-
duction of any part of "Forge"
provided credit is given to the
original source, and the item is
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole
use of "Forge". Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the
authors of all material. Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes
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of the information contained
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the
editors, specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability
for damages or injuries as a
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter. The use of any informa-
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Submissions & Contributions

Submissions to “Forge” can be
made at any monthly meeting
or by snail mail to:

VIBA - The Editor
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC Canada
VoC 3C4
OR
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca

President’s Report
By: Ray Orchard

Willing worker Willy is at it
again...organizing another produc-
tion day for the last Sunday of this
month. Seems we need more sale-
able items to see us through the busy
period of demonstrations ahead.
Let’s have another great turn out for
the event. Unfortunately I won’t be
there. It means no burgers unless
someone else steps in. It’s not a big
job. As an alternative, perhaps pizza
could be ordered for lunch.

Skip and I went off the day after last
meeting to pick up the smithing sup-
plies offered to the group. We deliv-
ered the lot to the forge. In addition
to the anvil, drill, blower and tongs
we got the big round forge, miscella-
neous anvil tools, stacks of saw
blades and the tong racks off the
wall. The racks are a couple of
lengths of angle iron with notches
cut in one side to hold the tongs.
Works well.

At the time of this writing [ had not
heard back from Scott Melville con-
cerning the proposed auction. He’s a
Victoria fireman and they work
some strange schedules.

Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

Viba May 30 ‘10

Show and Tell: Dave has been a busy boy- at the
NWBA meet, he saw angle iron being twisted,
and took the idea and ran with it. He had a set of
hooks on twisted, flattened angle, as well as a
picture with the frame the same, riveted at the
corners, He also had a lesson on the fly press,
made a kneeling figure and now needs his own
fly press. He messed up his wrist a while back
and can’t hammer with any ease, but he can press,
and points out 3 advantages: It will do his ham-
mering, it is quiet, and it is astonishingly precise.
He was in Calgary, and found himself in an up-
scale kitchenware store, and saw a coffee spoon,
hand-made, with a highly polished bowl. Another
idea to run with: the result was a barbecue fork,
with a loop to hang it, several twists in the stem,
and highly polished tines. He made a gadget to
stabilize a vise, a rod with a lot of pieces of shim
stock, up to 1/16 thick, so that the right thickness
can be selected to balance anything. He also made
a chisel that [ am going to have to duplicate. It is
a length of high carbon steel, originally about 18-
20 inches long. At the working end, the material
was tapered, bent up, then down, so the point
projects about an inch below the handle, and the
seam was welded shut. With this, if the handle is
horizontal and perpendicular to the work, the
chisel edge is perpendicular and square to the
work. Finally, he made a blacksmith’s helper.
This is a gadget that sits on an anvil, holds a bot-
tom tool in place, and has a top tool that slides up
and down in the groove. Up to this point, every-
thing is simple and obvious. However, he added a
hold-down that fits into the helper, extends down
through the hardy hole, is locked in place with an
interesting wedge, wide in the middle, narrow
then widening towards both ends, so that there is
a three-point contact on the anvil. The various
tools he made to fit in the helper were also inter-
esting. The bottom tools were a simple block of
mild steel, about an inch by an inch by about 3/8,
with a bit of spring steel welded on top, annealed,
and shaped on a milling machine. The top tools



were similar, though a bit longer, and with spring on
both top and bottom, again annealed and worked to
shape on the milling machine. The pieces of hard steel
were welded on with 7018 rod.

Charlie L brought in box jaw tongs, with the
lips of the box extending the whole length of the
lower jaw. Each side was made from one link of the
chain that has been lying outside the shop for some
time, and they make a really massive pair of tongs.

Dennis brought in 2 lock back folding
knives, with the blades in the Turkish pattern, made
from 1084 and L6. The blades were short and really
solid, and the knives were assembled with screws,
rather than pins so they can be taken apart and fixed
where necessary. The handles were bocote and coco-
bolo,

Norm brought in a couple of whimsies. The first was a
V with eyes and a mustache, the second was a cartoon
of Groucho Marx, with eyebrows, eyes, nose mus-
tache, and a mouth that was saying “Oh”. The first
was assembled by riveting, the second was welded.

Visitors: Kevin, and his dad, Trevor.
The minutes were approved as published.

Business arising: Scott Melville, an old member, is
shutting down his shop and planning to auction his
gear, and would like us to join in and add anything we
can spare to the auction. The plan is to have it at Lux-
ton, and we will need to publicize it once a date is
chosen. Scott is an auctioneer, and so could look after
that end of things. The general opinion was that fall
would probably be as soon as we could get organized
for it.

Dan and Joe talked to a lady at the rodeo,
who is starting a pamphlet called “Where”, who
would be interested in publicizing things for us.

Discussed under new business, but logically
treated here President Ray and Skip talked to a person
up on the peninsula who has inherited a bunch of
blacksmith stuff, like an anvil, post drill, blower,
about 30 pairs of tongs and possibly other things, and
would like to sell them to us for $250.00. It was
agreed that we were interested.

Treasurers report: We are nicely solvent.

Library report: Things are pretty quiet just now, but
we still have a couple of books for sale.

Rodeo report: Willy told us that there were lots of
people out, we sold about $150.00 worth of
“Blacksmith art”, and should have another production
day at the next (June) meeting

Gate report: Marty can get us materials at cost, and
has welders etc and space to work on it. The design
still needs a bit of tweaking. Norm mentioned it
could be built at his place too.

New Business: Dan mentioned that the shop door is a
bit rickety- the wind has been beating it up a bit.
Keith and Willy have fixed it up a bit, but if someone
wanted to make a grill to improve security, no one
would complain. Dan would also like to put in a
locker for his stuff. There was a bit of discussion but
no objections. He offered to build another rack for
hammers, as we are presently overstocked with ham-
mers, and understocked with places to put them.

There was a discussion of membership cost,
newsletter costs, and the efficiency of delivery via
the internet. As we are currently nicely solvent, no
changes are contemplated, because, after all, our goal
is not to be a profit making organization, but an or-
ganization that promotes blacksmithing as a way of
life.

It was suggested that arrangements be made
to have the library open whenever the club is open.
We did not go any further with this, but it does bear
some consideration.

Norm mentioned that Bonnie told him that
the next fair is the 100" anniversary. She was sug-
gesting that we consider our having a larger pres-
ence. Improved signage was suggested, and any other
suggestions would be appreciated.

We discussed Dan’s demonstration. It is
planned for a full weekend, there will be an admis-
sion fee, and Dan and Dennis will collaborate on
finding a weekend that is free of conflicts, and hope-
fully, have a date in mind by the time this goes to
press.

With that, we adjourned, having run half an
hour long, and got back to having fun.

For Sale

Double hearth side blast forge, complete
with tue-irons and bosch (water cool tanks)
and blower.

$1200.

16" Steptoe Shaper. 1ph motor, all in good
condition, comes with basic tooling.
$750

jake@jakejames.ca
(250) 642 6984
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Photos by D Gillett

Show andeell

Dave’s twisted angle iron coat rack and
original art frame...the drawing is his as well
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Dave’s smithin” magician with tooling,
made on his milling machine

Folded, welded long
handle chisel

Dave’s human form sculp- T
4 ture made with a fly press Dave’s highly polished
twist fork



These are a pair of formed, welded,
stylized, and very interesting things
created by Norm

Charlie’s tongs ..made from a single
link from the large chain that is rust-
ing away just outside the club door
in Luxton

Pair of lockback folders
with Turkish Damascus
blades by Dennis




Blacksmith Camp

Instructors:

Adrian Legge and Henry Pomfret
Herefordshire College of Technology
Herefordshire England

Henry Pomfret. LW.C.B,

Henry attended a short course in blacksmithing with
Stuart Hill in 1983 that got him hooked and proves the
addictive nature of hot forging, From 1992 to 1995 he
taught blacksmithing in Botswana and on his return
worked as a journeyman smith in the UK until 1999, He
now shares a forge with Adrian Legge and Tony Ingarfield
in Bromyard, a small town in rural Herefordshire, He has
taught blacksmithing at Herefordshire College of
Technology, Hereford, since 2000, teaching at all levels
from foundation, through diploma to degree. In 2007 he
was admitted as a Licenciate to the Worshipful Company
of Blacksmiths.

Adrian Legge, LW.CB

Blacksmithing for over 30 years and teaching for more
than 20, Adrian lives in Herefordshire running the shop
his father started in the 1940’s. His extensive teaching
and work experience includes Cyprus, Poland, Kansas,
Colorado, California, France and Canada. Adrian inspires
students to love the way iron can be functional and
sculptural, fluid and static, delicate and structural all at
the same time,

CLASSES

Instruction will be geared to those with little or no
experience through to more advanced skill levels and will
include:

basic tool production w/associated heat treatments
traditional forged motifs

forge welding and the various joint types

joining techniques

a design and make project

Monday, July 19" to
Wednesday, July 21%, 2010

Adrian Legge

Registration Deadline
July 1st, 2010

Leocation and Legisties

The Blacksmuth Camp is held at the Ness Creek Site near
Biz River, SK. The Ness Creek site 15 a remote getaway in
a mistic serting, but, have no fear, it does include water and
shower facilies! Optional food services are provided — see
registration form for costs.



2009 Metal Art Showcase in Calgary Continues to Impress
by Julie Mirdoch , Conference Centre Co-ordinator

The Calgary Stampede is
proud of a 30-year history
of hosting the World Cham-
pionship Blacksmith Com-
petition where every July
blacksmiths from around
the world come together to
demonstrate their craft. A
special and intriguing part
of this competition remains
the Metal Art Showcase. In
jthis Showcase, the tradition -
~ of blacksmithing is com- .

bined with the creativity of “Marsh N Land & -

. Marsh N Landscape -

art as the show auctions Jahn Steel & Chris Hale
off some of the finest forged works in the world.
The momentum of the Calgary Stampede’s Metal Art Showcase increases every year as the
pool of talented artists and dedicated buyers continues to grow. The 2009 show was no ex-
ception, with local Pittsburgh and area metal artists John Steel & Chris Holt winning first
prize in the Collectors Choice Non-Forged category.
The Metal Art Showcase proves a fantastic opportunity for all artists-blacksmiths looking to
showcase their skill and grab the attention of new clients. With over a million people at-
tending the Calgary Stampede annually, the exposure of your work to visitors from around
the world is truly unparalleled. The members of the Calgary community also eagerly antici-
pate the World Champion Blacksmith Competition and the Metal Art Showcase. To enter,
artists submit pre-made pieces which are judged in three categories with the aggregate win-
ner taking the title of Overall Champion. The prize for each category available to be won is
£1,000 Cdn and the artists also get to take home the majority of the sale price of their sub-
mitted piece when it is sold at the event's live auction.
A wonderful facet of the Metal Art Showcase remains the Potluck Competition; where the
spontaneity and creative and technical talent of these artists is demonstrated at its best.
Competitors are given one hour to create a work of art from scrap metal in an exciting exhi-
bition for both participants and the audience. The Potluck items are sold in a silent auction
format and funds raised are donated to a scholarship program for aspiring artist-
blacksmiths. In past years, the Potluck Competition and Metal Art Showcase have displayed
and sold everything from a decorative lamp, a helmet, and a flying bird.
It is the vision of the Calgary Stampede’s Metal Art Showcase that the artistic side of black-
smithing be demonstrated as an intricate part of the craft. We are inspired by the work of
blacksmith artists and try to brning its ideas and spint to Calgary area every year. The 2009
show proved a success on all levels - for our blacksmiths, artists, and Calgary Stampede
guests from around the world.

.
“Taking Flight™ - Artist Unknown

The Calgary Stampede Metal Art Showcase now turns to the 2010 show to be held on July

Oth to 11th and looks forward to the flourishing skill, creativity and passion. Information

on entering can be obtained on:
www.stampedeagriculture.com/events/398-metal-art-showcase.html

From the PABA newsletter April 2010



From Iforge on anvilfire.com

Fireset Brooms

Demonstration by Jock Dempsey
With Commentary by Sharon Epps

October 31, 2001

-GURU  Its Halloween and there is a full moon shining down like the "Great Pumpkin". . .
Goblins and witches are about. . . what better night to demonstrate brooms!

-GURU  Tonights demo will show some ideas for using stock brocoms. Some of these ideas
have been used in the past and some are new. But they shouid give you some
ideas of what is possible.

Then we will look at hand tied brocoms like the illustration above.

“GURU  These are brooms made from "Three Knot Brushes". These brushes are designsd
for roof painting and come in various stiffnesses.

These were in common use back in the eraly 1970's by various smiths. The one
on the left has a fabricated box that covers most of the wood and the one on the
left wraps arcund the wood. In both cases a couple wood screws held in the
Broom.

These work but are not great brooms.

This week we had a question about modifying a wisk
broom to use in a fire set. Thus this demo.

When | went to buy a wisk broom | was dissapointed
{o see that most brushes and brooms now have
plastic bodies. This is the only one | found that did not.
This was purchased at a chain grocery store. It was
made in Mexico. You may have more choices ata
hardware store.

-GURU  The end of the breom has a metal cap and locp. This easily pulled out to expose
the stub of wood that the broom was built on.

-GURU  With the cap removed the end can be drilled for a handle to screw into the wood,
OR a socket fit smoothly around the end. Beware of the tack that held the end of
the wire.



ngre o

Starting with a pigce of 1/2 inch {13 mm} round or
square stock, upset the end a little then spread out
about three inches of it to between 1/168" and 1/327
thick (1 to 3M4mm). Uze the peen of yvour hammer in
ling with the bar to spread the stock width wise.

Roll the flattened part to form a socket. You may want
to make or find a drift clozse to the size and shapge of
the broom @ fit it. Drill a small hole through the socket
about 172" from the end.

The broom iz fitted snuggly into the socket and a brad
nailed through the broom and headed on the back
side. Optionaly wou could use a scraw. A& big dollog of
epoxy glue wouldn't hurt to help make the broom fit
the zocket.

& =zecond method calls for welding a 5/16" x 1-1/2" lag
Bolt to the end of the broom handle.

Decorative covers are made to hide the top of the
Broom (commerical brooms are not very atfraciive).
These can be made of 168ga {1.5mm) to 18" (2rmm)
afeel. They have a hole drilled or punched in the top to
snuggly fit the handle.

The end of the broom is drilled with & 1/47 drill {or
appropriate size for the lag screw welded to the
handle}. The handle screws into the broom. VWood
glus on the threads will asszure a tight permansent fit
The covers are then shiid down the handle and small
zcrews uzed to clamp them to the broom.



Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: Prov./State:

Post/Zip Code:

Email:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

Areyoua: New Member[] Renewal [ ]
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
VoC 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application

Name:
Address:
City: State/Prov.:
Zip/Postal Code:
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
[ ] Full Time Student......................$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year
[ ] Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year
[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year
[ ] Oversea Air Mail.........ccooceveveunennee. $80./year
[ ] Contributory Membership............ $100./year
[ ] Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment

Card No.

[]Visa [] Mastercard
Expiry Date:
Signature:

by Phone: 703-680-1632

Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212
Email: abana@abana.org

. or their service in the arf
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