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ARROWSMITH AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION presents th

..‘ AUGUST
o 14 & 15,
c FAIR ..20°

Coombs Fairgrounds on Ford Road in Downtown Coombs

+ Schedule of
Events

+ Sections an
Entry Forms

* Message from
the Directors

= And Much More!

Pttt Doy S 11, 2000 by

_TheNews

“Come Horse Around at the Fair!”

www.coombsfair.com

“Year of the Horse”

The Cobble Hill Fall Fair - The Pride of the
Cowichan Valley for 101 Years - Saturday
August 28, 2010

Saturday August 28, 2010 the 101st Cobble
Hill Fair!

Volume 24 Issue 07 July 2010

FORGE

D@dﬁ@@t@@l to the revival of the “King of Crafits®

—
!“ BLACKSMmcr COMING EVENTS

JuIy 252010.....c.ccunennnne Meeting at Luxton

No August Meeting

August 14,15 2010.............. Coombs fair

August 21.22.23........Van isle Exhibition Nanaimo
August 28 2010............... Cobble Hill fair
Sept4,562010................ Saanich fair

Sept 17,18,19 2010............. Luxton fall Fair

Sept 262010 ........ceenenens Meeting at Luxton

NORTH & SOUTH SAANIGH AGRIGULTUAL SOGIETY

14823 AR,

WESTERN CANADA'S OLDEST CONTINUOUS AGRICULINEAL FAIR

PRIZE LIST

“BLUE JRANS AYD O90RTRY DREARS"

Adeils: Sat € Sap 390 MandS
Sealer/Youlh: Sat € Sap 37 MandS
Shdren (6 £ Bagar): FRLE

Midway Nristhands.
Sat/fem 33%  Men 330

ww_saanichfair.ca  SEPTEMBER ATH - TN, 2010



2008 - Executive
President::Ray Orchard 250 478-9839
V P: Marty Gilbertson 250 646-2334
Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712
Treasurer: Norm Norby 250 478-3589

Librarian: Skip Kennedy 250 478-
8172
Editor:Dennis Gillett

Publishing Info: "Forge" is
published monthly by and for
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General
Correspondence for VIBA:
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria,
BC, VIC 3C4. (or directly to
appropriate executive member)
Permission granted for repro-
duction of any part of "Forge"
provided credit is given to the
original source, and the item is
not marked ‘copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole
use of "Forge". Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the
authors of all material. Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes
every effort to ensure accuracy
of the information contained
therein, but the executive offic-
ers & general membership of
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the
editors, specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability
for damages or injuries as a
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter. The use of any infor-
mation is solely at the user's

own ricl
WS

Submissions & Contributions

Submissions to “Forge” can be
made at any monthly meeting
or by snail mail to:

VIBA - The Editor
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC Canada
VIC 3C4
OR
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca

President’s Report
By: Ray Orchard

Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

Well, I missed the June production
day but look forward to learning
how well things went. We are com-
ing to the really busy demonstration
season and | urge everyone to take
part. When I first started I didn’t
think | had the experience or ability
to make a contribution. | was
wrong. People want to smell coal
smoke (or not...love it or hate it)
and hear the ring of the anvil as red
hot metal is pounded. They don’t
really care what, if anything, is be-
ing made. Heat it and hit it. Better
still, burn it and hit it. Anyone can
do it. Come out and help.

We are still looking for a new edi-
tor of the forge. Dennis deserves a
rest. Surely someone has the ability
to take it on. It’s an important and
rewarding job.

See you at the meeting on the 25",

when we’ll consider further the
gate, the auction, Dan’s demo, the
club picnic, and other important
things

Our ex-president Keith Kupitz’s
wife, Virginia, passed away recent-
ly. Keith will need a little extra
support, for the next little while.
Next time you see him, offer him
some. It will make all of us a bit
stronger.

Secretary Low was out of town for
our last meeting. It appeared to be
the consensus, among the member
that did attend, that someone else
was taking the minutes of the meet-
ing. It turned out that assumption
was incorrect and no one was actu-
ally taking minutes.

I can report that we had a very
good meeting and a lot of things
were discussed. Willy brought in
and distributed the corrected draw-
ings for the Luxton Gate project.
Marty had obtained the steel for the
frame and offered to weld the
frame at his shop. He was working
on getting some | beams for the
gateposts. Neil brought in an ad for
an equipment swap meet put on by
the tractor guys next door. ( see ad
in this newsletter) This event
seemed to preclude the need for an
auction, as has been considered for
the past few months. It seems the
MFI wants our club smithy to be
painted in the approved color, and
prior to the Luxton fair. The paint
has yet to appear.

Many other world problems were
discussed and solved. Sadly, how-
ever, since no one wrote the solu-
tions down, they have been lost
forever.

We adjourned to continue with

Production Day production of

products. 2
DGG



Production Day Report

Our second Production Day of the year went really well. Thanks to all the people who
showed up and banged out some great items for us to sell at the upcoming fairs this
summer. Thanks to Marty for organizing the steel and for bringing in some interesting
and unique items to add to our supplies. Thanks also to Norm for those delicious cook-
ies (you can bring more in anytime).

- Willy




Some Production Day participants and the fruits of their labour




Our brand new belt grinder

Blacksmithing tools for sale:

Post drill (WEH&Kohee)
post drill bits ..approx. 50 or more
Leg Vice 4 1/2 “ jaws
Anvil 75 Ibs
Axe mandrel, 5 Ib hammer, anvil
stand
Forge with blower
Contact Bruce Morrison
rbm123@shaw.ca

250 248-5914

Parksville B.C.




The Gallery by Vancouver Island Blacksmiths
The Vancouver Island Blacksmiths Association (VIBA) from Victoria who are ‘Dedicated to
the revival of the King of Crafts’ are being given the opportunity to present Gallery quality
creations in The Gallers.

VIBA., has been working on The portable travelling Gallery to highlight some of the incredible

Art that is ‘above and bevond' being produced by local Smiths. Blacksmiths of the original
'King of Crafts' fame have been known for many millennium as crafters of arrows, swords,
battle armour, farming implements and a multitude of other items to protect. strengthen, or
lighten our life tasks. What 1sn't so well known 1s the artistic side of the Craft,

This year, our trial run version of The Gallery will be accompanying the Flyin' Forge on its
yearly travels to most Fall Fairs on Lower Vancouver Island.

The Gallery, will feature a 'Gallery Style' presentation of some of the incredible works

produced by VIBA members. (think the Canlron VI Gallery at Luxton). The work highlighted
will be limited at any one time to between 5 and 8 articles that will be changed throughout the
day to accommodate all entries equally.

Please contact the ‘caretaker' to make arrangements to bring in your items, (show and tell at
next meeting?)

Bonus - Items on display can be sold or marked Not for Sale.

Thank you in advance to all participants and as well, a thank you goes to VIEX (Nanaimo) who
s advertising The Gallery in their Brochures.
Parts of this article are derived from The Gallery advertising.

Charlie Dowdeswell charlesdowdeswell@yahoo.ca The Gallery coordinator.
Charlie Low chaslow(@shaw.ca will be the contact for the Fairs in August as I will be away.




" - « Start curling this round on the step of the anvil, similar to the calla
A Quick Little Project Blly form that i z0 popular. Photo 4
By Master Blacksmith Dale Morse
(Educational Director)
This 15 a quick Dittle project, perfect for a busy scheduls on a hot day.
Start with 1/4" round though this can be done larger if you wish. A little

ways back on the rod, perhaps an inch or so. thin down the bar over the
hom leaving the full dimension at the end of the bar. See photo 1.

Finizh rounding it out on the hom till the edges touch Use zmall
Next, use you cross paen to spread out the material you left on the serolling pliers to pull back the pomts to make a small fluted flower
end of the rod. See photo 2. (last photo). A number of these forge welded togather makes a nice
little bouquet. Enjoy!

Get yourself a half round file and file some points into the thmned
edge of the spread as in photo 3.

Article from:

0ld Dominion Blacksmith Association

wiw.oldominionblacksmith.com
val8@hotmail.com




From IFORGE on Anvilfire.com

Anvil Stands
Demonstration by Jock Dempsey

August 14, 2002, Appended 8/16, 9/7, 10/20, 2005

Click for Detail

-GURU  The Peter Wright anvil on a red oak stand at top is a classic. This is a short section
of log that sets on the ground and the anvil sets on top. Usually there are some
spikes driven in the stump to keep the anvil from walking off from vibration.

Some smiths strap their anvils down to reduce the ring. | prefer to be able to lift
mine off the stand if needed.

In old shops with permanent forge and anvil locations longer sections of logs like
this were often set deep in the ground. When you do this you want to be VERY
sure that you will not want to change your anvil location. Most modern smiths prefer
some degree of portability.

This old German anvil is setting on an oak stump that
was trimmed to fit.

The piece of oak was collected after an ice storm.
Often after wind or ice storms you can have your
choice of log sections if you ask and have a way to
haul them home.

i Don't forget that a taller section of log is a handy stand
Fiaure 6 for a swage block OR to carve depressions in the end
C"ck}o—!,—De(an for forming sheet metal.

-GURU  But, we are not always so lucky to have windfalls of large logs available OR the
chain saw to cut to size. OR have them available when we NEED a stand.

There are numerous ways to build an anvil stand. They can be wood or metal.

This anvil stand was built by Steve Barringer of B2
Design in Mooresville, NC. It is a solid section built up
by laminating pieces of 2x12 framing lumber. The
unique and HANDY thing about this design is the offset
Steve put in the pieces as he stacked them up.

NOTE: When | was making my drawing below | had
not looked at this photo for a year. I'd forgotten that
Steve's end boards were 1-1/2" taller than the others to

Figure 11 retain the anvil.
Click for Detail

Each board is offset about 1-1/2 to 2" as they are
stacked up. | suggest using yellow carpenter's glue
and glue coated nails.

Steve says:

If you look at the ends of the anvil stand you will notice
the 1/2" threaded rods that hold the thing together.
There are no nails or shims and the anvil sits on a bed
of silicone caulking (really helps the ringing). The

Figure 1 S
c“ck' f::eDega“ threaded rod actually clamps the anvil in place.

-GURU  Steve attached a metal strap to make "pockets" to hold tools. In my drawing | show
how to do it if you have an even number of boards and the ends do not come out
the same. | show 8 boards, Steve used 9. To create the right fit you may need an
extra "shim" made of plywood so the stack of lumber comes out the proper
dimension to fit your anvil.

The tool holding strap could also be a strip of hardwood. There are a lot of ways to
adapt this design to suit yourself.




This is the style of stand | have been using for 28
years. When this photo was taken for a magazine | had
not put the blocks on that keep the anvil in place.

This is a hollow light weight stand that is VERY solid. |
can not tell it from a solid section of log in use. The
hollow center also helps it sit flat on uneven surfaces. |
have used these stands on all sorts of surfaces
ranging from concrete to soft wet ground.

Figure 22
Click for Detail

This stand is built from 2x10 or 2x12 (nominal
construction size) lumber depending on the size anvil
you have. But 2 x 12 seems to work best for most
anvils. The anvil above is a 300 pound Kohlswa. It just
does fit. A 200 pound anvil leaves a little space around
the edges.

Two sides are 2x12 and the other two are covered with
1/2" plywood. A 2x4 reinforces and stiffens the bottom
) edge of the plywood. This also make the base a little
Figure 2

Click for Detail larger.

-GURU  The angled side is 4 to 6 degrees from square. | usually measure this as 1.5:18 or

2:18 in inches as | layout the lumber. This stand is approximately 17" tall to fit me
and the large anvil. Other stands | built the same day were 18" for smaller anvils.

-GURU | glue and nail all the joints including the plywood. The plywood is also nailed to the

-GURU

-GURU

2x4's from the inside. | use sheet rock nails on the plywood because they have
large heads and anti-pullout ridges.

Many smiths also make steel stands. This photo is of a
stand NOT to make. The legs are spindly, and there
are no diagonals or feet. On stands of this sort that |
have used the anvil bounced around and made
clanking sounds. . .

It appears (see addendum) to be too tall for general
work so it may be a light duty stand for close detail
work. But you don't want to use this on soft ground or
3 asphalt due to the lack of feet. It will end up embedded
Figure 4 . . S :
Click for Detail in either surface and leaning precariously.

This is a Hoffi anvil on a steel stand. Although the legs
have no diagonal bracing it is made of very heavy
angle iron that is very stiff (3/8" x 4 x 4) and a piece of
1/2" steel plate.

This stand has some handy and unique features.

Figure 5
Click for Detail

The base is cut to fit around the anvil feet. This lets you use the space in between
to brace a piece being upset using a swage block or floor anvil.

There is a little built in container to catch punching "biscuits" that can be filled with
water to cool them as they drop out. And the other end has a rack for hardies and
other anvil tools.

| am not a proponent of steel stands but this one seemed to work well.

A common stand in Europe is a container filled with
sand or coal ashes. The anvil sets in the fill and can be
leveled or the height adjusted by giving it a twist. With
the base partially buried in sand the ring is dampened
somewhat.

Figure 7
Click for Detail

This type stand is VERY heavy with the fill and can be made of a cut off oil drum or
a fabricated container. The Peddinghaus stand above is a commercial rectangular
box stand with handles. | don't think the handles will do much good with 400
pounds of sand in a 75 pound box. . .



Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: Prov./State:

Post/Zip Code:

Email:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

Areyoua: New Member[] Renewal[]
[ 1 Regular Membership $30.00 Annually

[ 1 Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
VIC 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application

Name:
Address:
City: State/Prov.:
Zip/Postal Code:
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
[ ] Full Time Student......................$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year
[ ] Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year
[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year
[1 Oversea Air Mail........ccccoeeveuennee. $80./year
[1 Contributory Membership............ $100./year
[1 Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment

Card No.

[]Visa [] Mastercard
Expiry Date:
Signature:

by Phone: 703-680-1632

Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212
Email: abana@abana.org

Items for COBBLE HILL FAIR BLACK-
SMITH Competition

Hi Everyone, The Cobble Hill Fair has a
category for Blacksmith Items.

Please let me know if you can provide any-
thing.

I need to have the entries in By Aug 20.
The categories are:

1) Item Made from a Horseshoe

2) Item Made from a railway spike

Luxton Antique Farm
Equipment 3** Annual

- Equipment Swap Meet

3) Blacksmith Tongs

4) Knife

5) Any Forged Item.

You can email or call me:
rdp.metalhead@gmail.com
250-884-4913

thanx!

Raynier

At the Luxton Fairgrounds, 1040 Marwood Ave

FREE ADMISSION to the PUBLIC

Saturday, Sep 25, 2010
7.00am — 2.00pm

Vendor tables: $10.00

~For more information~

Call Dave: (250) 479-2793
e-mail: coatact@luxtonequipment.org

or visit: www.luxtonequipment.org
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