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ball rolling through Luxton, Sept

17,18 and 19.

tre

Glen arranged for a hip of beef for the
b piénicaat ysplacecanmugust 28. |

"ghauled my portable spit up the Mala-
hat to his place at Shawinigan Lake.

With a fair amount of toingand

froing we got it backed into position

and had the meat on by 1:00 PM. Glen
and | sat and watched it turn a few

hours before Neil and Lianne turned
up to help us keep an eye on things.
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the closing of the Coombs fair a few

came
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Secretaryodos Report
By: Charlie Low

Most members were absent, including the Sed
retary, so | took the minutes. Now, two
months | ater, i1tdés a
put down.

For showandtell Dennis brought a few beau-
tiful knives he had made for the exhibition
trailer.

Minutes of the June meeting were approved as
printed, but the dates of the Nanaimo exhibi-
tion in the fAComing
newsletter were corrected. Charlie passed
the word that the M.F.1. had provided the
paint, and the job of covering the beautiful
flames on the outside of the forge, sadly,
would begin Wednesday evening.

Willie volunteered to liaise with Scott Mel-
ville on his coming equipment auction. Nei
suggested it be held after the Antique Equ
ment garage sale September 25.

On the subject of the fairground gate, Willi
said the frame was done, and work on det
was progressing.
The treasurer reported that the club was s¢
vent. )
Glen Jones offered to host the Annual picr
at his beautiful Shawinigan Lake property, |
timed to follow the nearby Cobble Hill fair
demonstration on August 28.

A proposal to place a portable forge in our
travelling fAflying
nis, seconded by Norm and passed.

Glen moved adjournment, seconded by K

and passed.

Ray Orchard President
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lephant Skin

-

Frog Sticker

These photobs of show and tell items from t he
policy of showing only the newsl etter editor
only one to bring any show and tell to the meeting, ostensibly for consideration of inclusion in

possible figalleryo displays. You remember At}
of yet é{Charlie D where are you}?? On the ot

the above result. On the other, other hand; if such a policy were to attract, say, a new edi-
t or €. o r-ediov.¢hen an accommodation for such a policy could likely be arranged.
Keep this in mind for the January election of club officers.



From the Northeast Bl acksmith Assoc nAFire and

How to Re-thread a Leg Vise Box

By Craig Scott
Contributions by Dick Sargent

It was just too good to pass up and the price was right so you brought it home only to find that
the threads in the vise box were so worn-out that you were afraid they would strip out if you
tightened the vise too much. That is what happened to me recently. And since I didn’t need
another heavy paperweight, I decided it had to be repaired.

I’m no authority on the history of leg vises, like who manufactured what and when but I did
learn some in the process. The threads, both male and female, on the early vises were made by
wrapping two coils of iron wire around a rod. The coils were then separated and one was brazed
to the rod and the other brazed inside a forged vise box. Later on, male threads were filed into
the rod or cut with screw cutting machinery but the female threads were still brazed into the
box. Some manufactures then began casting the vise box and brazing, casting, or cutting the
threads in.

Now the repair process may seem a bit intimidating at first and you may think it is beyond your
ability but I'll bet the steps, taken individually, are all jobs you have already done. So were do
we begin?

First, you need to get the old threads out of
the box. The easiest and fastest way to do
this is with a lathe if you have one. If the
threads were cast or cut, a lathe is the only
way to go. The box I re-threaded was cast
so I had to cut the old threads out on a
lathe. You need to use a steady-rest when
you cut the threads out. Chuck the box in
the lathe as true as you can and put the
stead-rest about an inch back from the end.
It will be a bumpy ride at this point. Then
cut the first % inch of the box on the OD to
true up the end. Then reposition the steady-
rest and cut out the threads. Leave the

box in the lathe for the next step

e

If the threads were brazed in, you should see
some brazing metal between the threads and
the inside of the box. Heat the box in a

forge or use a torch and then chisel and pull
the threads out.

Next, make new threads by wrapping stock
(say 1/8 X1/8) around a good part of your
screw. If you used a lathe to cut the old
threads out, you will be able to size the ID of
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the box to fit your new
threads. You only need
about 2 inches of thread to
insert into the front of the
box. Tack weld or clamp
the stock to the screw and
begin wrapping. A torch
works well for this.

If you removed the old threads by
heat, then you need to size (by
grinding) the OD of the new
threads to fit the ID of the tube.
The new threads, still on the
screw, should slide into the box
with a few thousands clearance.
Now remove the new threads
from the screw being careful not
to distort them. Make sure they -
are clean on the OD.

This is the most important step to
success. Before you insert the
threads for brazing, put the empty
box in the forge and burn out any
old grease and scale from the
back. Grease vapor will contaminate =
your weld.

Then clean the inside of the box until you see bare metal. %% Use Solvents with Caution
You can clean the inside of the box using a brake cylinder Follow all manufacturers safety
hone which works very well. Or you can make a flap stick precautions for vapors and

using a dowel and some sand papers with a drill, just get it || . flammability of any solvent you use.

clean. Use solvent cleaner for a final cleaning.** B sureﬁzl;%%tulgﬁs]}cigﬁg ngg':rPrulng.

To make the brazing powder, put a sheet of paper under
a belt grinder and collect the dust from grinding up brazing
rods. Add borax for flux.

So now we are at the point that keeps you up at night,
will it weld? If everything is clean, given enough heat,
it will weld.
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