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Benoit at the hammer

See the report from our own Benoit Laurent on his blacksmithing experiences in Europe. He
is presently in France and apparently enjoying himself . Hopefully he will be back at some
point to pass on some of his new found knowledge of European-style blacksmithing.

I received several letters and e-mails expressing concern about the violence and strife at our
recent Annual General Meeting. Many members were horrified that our close-knit communi-
ty was so easily provoked into anger and chaos. I can only say that passion is major part of
being a blacksmith...and passionate people express themselves...well...passionately. It ap-
pears to be a part of very our nature, not something we can deny. We can learn from past
experience however, and taking a lesson from the recent G20 meeting in Toronto, next year
we will employ enough security staff to keep the situation under control. It will be “locked-
down” so to speak, with dogs, metal detectors and, of course, water cannons. Our president
wanted an armed guard, but he will have to bear that expense on his own.

By the time you read this you will have missed what I expect will be an excellent demo by
Al Bakke. He will demonstrate, among other things, a nifty and extremely simple propane
burner. It will happen Sunday March 13, a few days before you receive this letter in the mail.
Too bad you weren’t there. We will, however, feature his presentation in next month’s news-
letter

DGG
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Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

Viba Feb 27 11

In the absence of our fearless
leader, Joe, our second in command,
Glen, chaired the meeting.

Show and Tell: Neil brought in a box
of stuff. There was a propane burner,
made from mostly steel pipe parts, in-
cluding a T junction, a length of pipe,
all % inch, a piece of threaded lamp
tube and a welding tip. The bit of lamp
tube must be accurately centered in the
T junction, otherwise you just get
some bits from the store, about $5.00
worth and thread them together. This
unit will get hot enough to actually
melt steel. There were several knives.
The biggest was one made at Canl-
RON V by Murray Cook and Al
Bakke, made from a farrier’s rasp,
with a gorgeous handle and sheath,
and a guard made from copper. There
was puukko made in Finland with
1095 steel for the blade and a handle
of curly birch and reindeer antler, in a
sheath from Helsinki. There was a
folder made by Al Bakke with a Da-
mascus blade and a handle of a black
composite. There was a one piece
skinner made from a piece of spring,
5160 steel, with the handle continuous
with the blade, simply drawn out and
curved around, and finally, there was
another folder, with a Damascus blade
made from 1084 and L6, with cocobo-
lo grips.

Dennis brought in a new folder
he made at a class given by Tom Ferry
and Dave Lisch, the blade made from
1075, with a liner lock and G10 scales,

and a titanium liner including a détente
ball made from a 1/16 ball bearing.

Willy brought in some wheat
heads for the gate, and some photos from
the work party at Marty’s where the gate
was assembled.

Charlie L brought in a little pry
bar made from the lock part of a Kryp-
tonite bike lock. We are not sure about
the steel, a small bit drawn out to ¥ inch
square and quenched was very difficult
to break the first time, where it broke on
a built-in notch, and impossible to break
a second time, but as built, quenched and
tempered to dark blue, the steel can be
filed, and in places there are fine cracks,
which we are hoping are just in the origi-
nal chrome finish

The treasurer reports that we are
still well into the black

The gate is at Marty’s, where he
is designing the hinges. There are photos
of it under construction.

There was some discussion of
the fairs. There are a standing group of
people who are individually in charge of
the various fairs. Neil is in charge of
Nanaimo, Dave, Coombs, Charlie L,
Saanich, Raynier, Cobble Hill. We were
not sure who has the rodeo or Luxton
fair.

New Business: We discussed our policy
as to commercial advertising rates in the
newsletter. Members are allowed to in-
sert ads for free, and for commercial ads,
we came to the conclusion that a fair rate
would be $100.00 for a full page, or
$25.00 for a quarter page.

The subject of keys to the shop
for new members was discussed. We
agreed that the current, rather informal
way of issuing keys seems to be work-
ing, and that people who were members
in good standing for a year, and who



came out often enough that they were rea-
sonably well known should get keys.

Neil mentioned that the blacksmith-
ing course will start Sunday, Mar 20, then go
to Saturdays, Mar 26, Apr 2, 9, 16, then May
7 and 14. There are still a couple of places
open if people want to sign up.

There was a call for people to come
over to the Saltspring Ploughing match on
May 2. This is the same weekend as the
NWBA meeting, so we can’t haul the flying
forge over, but if anyone wants to take their
portable equipment over, they will have their
expenses covered.

At the NWBA meeting in Mt
Vernon, Fri Apr 29 to Sunday May 1, there
will be “Blacksmith Wars”. A team of 4 can
sign up, they will be given a topic, and a pile
of scrap. They can dragoon 2 more people
from the assembled multitude for a team of
6, must bring their own tools, including forg-
es and anvils and everything, but no power
equipment. The winners will be allowed to
represent the NWBA at the Western States
meet on Mt Hood. As well as the wars, Tom
Ferry and Dave Lisch will be making some
“Tamahagany” where they will smelt black
sand into iron in the manner perfected by the
Japanese for sword making.

Skip has brought in a bunch of tool-
ing, originally from the Dockyard. We feel
that we should do something with them, be-
sides letting them rust in a heap, but nobody
seems clear on what to do. Few or none ap-
pear to be useful in the current shop as work-
ing tools.

Glen suggested Saturday June 25 as
a good day to have our picnic at his place.
There is room for camping, and we could
have the regular meeting over coffee Sunday
morning if enough people camp to provide a
quorum.

And with that, we adjourned.

WANTED: anvil, 150 to 250 pounds, hard-
ened face, single bick. Doesn’t have to be
pretty, just in good usable shape. Also,
tongs and a good cross-peen hammer.
Call me on my cell: 604-506-4763

Christopher A. Kluftinger, ccc
Regional Executive Chef and General Man-
ager

B&l Group Western Canada

ARAMARK Canada

1-1585 Cliveden Ave.

Delta, BC

V3M 6M1

Phone: 604.521.5727 ext. 293

Fax: 604.540.0511
Cell: 604.506.4763



Show and Tell

Photos by D Gillett

Neil’s Venturi burner from simple pipe (and electric lamp) parts
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Al Baake’s Damascus hunter

CanIRON VI bowie from farrier’s rasp- Al Baake and Murray Cook
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Twists for gate project by Willy

Pry bar by Charlie

Liner lock folder by Dennis



A Blacksmith's Worldly Experience

I am sure you are all wondering where I have been and what I have done since I have left Victo-
ria. For those who know my father you may have an idea of what I have been up to, but in any
case let me fill you all in. When I left Victoria it was to work for Chris Topp and Co., a well-
known and respected workshop located in Yorkshire, England. (chris topp.co.uk)

Chris Topp specializes in both traditional and contemporary styles. What really interested me
about this company was their international presence. Indeed, while smiths from all over the
world have worked there, they have a soft spot for Frenchmen doing their "compagnonnage"
and its not uncommon to hear conversations in something other than English. I worked in the
small workshop in Carlton Husthwaite with Arek Kropodlowski, a seasoned Polish blacksmith
and one of the best at the company. As I mentioned, Chris Topp specializes in traditional iron-
work which is forged out of wrought iron as opposed to mild steel. Wrought iron is produced
there for use in traditional designs and techniques. This means that all scrolls and extensions
must be forge-welded, and no arc welding processes can be used (heck even grinding iron was
frowned upon). Looking back now I don't think I spent more than a month on any steel, let alone
arc welding processes. This was the type of work that I enjoyed. Difficult and exhausting but
this was true blacksmithing. Unfortunately it was not to last, for I was supposed to work there
for a at least a year, however due to lack of work, I was forced to move on after six months, and
I enjoyed it and I have absolutely no regrets.

I was intent on staying in England for the time being; however I was unable to locate any prom-
ising leads worth pursuing, so I decided to move to France and search there. I had an easier time
finding work in France and actually was in a position to chose. In the end I chose to move next
to Paris in Ecquevilly, just north of Versailles to be more precise, to work for Stephan Poirier.

My integration into working and living in France was quite easy apart from the bureaucracy.
This shop in contrast was quite different from Chris Topp in that they use steel and use arc
welding more frequently. I had not used a mig welder for quite some time and it felt weird weld-
ing without lifting a hammer. The work I found there was mostly railing with the exception of
my first project which was a gate. Up to this point I had not done much work on railings but I
had just made one at the end of my stay at Chris Topp. So there where a lot of ideas and tech-
niques I had never seen before. There were many ideas exchanged between myself and my col-
leagues who were open to new ideas. This however was not the norm for this workshop. After
the first month I realized that there were many conflicts between various people working there,
and the shockwaves of such negativity pushed me on to look elsewhere. I ended up leaving after
five months, but it was a good move.

I am now working for Les Ateliers Perrault located near Angers. It is large family-owned enter-
prise that is 250 years old and employs around 200 people of different trades, blacksmithing be-
ing one of them. Their original trades all involve wood, but they have employed blacksmiths
since the 60's. Their work is renowned and respected internationally. I have just finished my



third week and its a great workshop. I will soon start my next project, which will be the biggest
one to date, the details of which I will reveal later.

http://www.ateliersperrault.com/fr.php

Sincerely,

Benoit Laurent




Gate project progress

The new gate, requested by our landlords the Metchosin Farmer’s institute, is coming along well.
Here are a few pictures taken by Willy at a recent work party.




2011 Western States Conference to be held at Mt
Hood, Oregon August 18-21

The pieces are in place to make the Western States Conference, to be held on Oregon's Mt. Hood Au-
gust 18-21 2011, an event not to be missed. From an Opening Ceremony in Timberline Lodge's outdoor
Amphitheater with Jeffrey Funk, to the Blacksmith Wars award Ceremony, this conference from start to
finish is packed with exciting Demo's and Events while surrounded by spectacular views of Cascade
Mountain Peaks.

Hosted by the NWBA and the Alpine Village of Government Camp, every effort is being made to make
all guests feel welcome and at home. Quite possible the best selection of housing options and prices
ever offered at a Blacksmithing Event. Hotels,lodges,hostels,mountain cabins and camping , every thing
from $20 a bunk to a fireplace room at the National landmark, Timberline Lodge. There are a lot of
units for group rentals also, if your traveling together you can house together.

The standard fair of Demo's, Hands-On workshops, Seminars and Slide shows will be on going, but
without a doubt the Highlight will be the Introduction of Blacksmith Wars. This consists of six person
teams working on a collaborative project while competing against other six person teams working on
similar projects. We encourage every Western States Blacksmith Association to provide a Team to rep-
resent their organization. Aside from Bragging Rights, their will be Cash Prizes for the Winning

Teams. Prizes will be awarded to the Teams representing Association. Items made during the Wars will
be auctioned off at the end of the event, with proceeds also going to the respective association.

This area is a vacation Mecca and we encourage attendees to plan a Family Vacation around this confer-
ence. Fishing, Hiking, Horse and Mt bike rentals and Trails as well as snow skiing are just a few of the
Family events available at this venue as well as an Action Park with over 20 activities, ranging from putt
putt golf and go-carts to zip lines and bungee jumps, all of this with the exception of the skiing is within
easy walking distance of the conference. So please come early and stay late to make this a memorable
event.

Learn more about this event and the Village hosting it at : http://www.westernstates2011.com/

Contact one of the following:

General conference information: Darryl Nelson 360-832-6280
Email Darryl
Blacksmith Wars: Grant Sarver 253-846-2038

Email Grant

Lodging Information: Andrea Lisch 206-706-1814
Email Andrea



Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: Prov./State:

Post/Zip Code:

Email:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

Are youa: New Member[] Renewal [ ]
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
VIC 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: State/Prov.:

Zip/Postal Code:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

[ ] Full Time Student......................$35./year

[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year

[ ] Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year

[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year

[ ] Oversea Air Mail.........c.coueuvneenee. $80./year

[ ] Contributory Membership............ $100./year

[ ] Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment

Card No.

[]Visa [] Mastercard
Expiry Date:
Signature:
by Phone: 703-680-1632
Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Dumfties, VA, USA, 22025-1212
Email: abana@abana.org

Cleaning Metal of Scale and Heavy Rust

by Galen Kennel

We all know how hard it is to clean the scale or rust off our projects by wire brushing. On
some projects one wants to get it all off so that a patina can be even. Here are two things I do
to get down to bare metal. The easiest but the slowest way is to soak your piece in pure
white vinegar. Vinegar is cheap in the 4 litre jugs and so, fill up an appropriate size bucket
that will hold your piece. This bucket full of vinegar can be reused many times. Hang the
project by a steel wire in the middle of the pale. Note: do not use copper wire to hang the
piece because it will transfer to your project an uneven coating of copper. This cleaning pro-
cess will take anywhere from a day to a week, but it will take all of the scale and rust off
down to bare metal. Take the piece out of the vinegar and scrub it to see it’s progress. When
it is clean to your liking, scrub the piece with lots of water and dry immediately. Proceed to
patina or blacken in the fire right away to stop further rusting.

Adding a bit of electricity can speed up this process. Use a battery charger and hook the pos-
itive lead to the piece that is suspended in vinegar and add a second wire hanging over the
edge of the bucket connected to the negative lead. You will have to watch this process, be-
cause if left too long, it will start eating the metal away when the scale is gone.
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