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New club officers take command 

The Annual General meeting once again produced a slate  of Executive Officers 

charged with leading us through 2012 and beyond. According to the minutes of the 

meeting, many of the officers were ñacclaimedò...whatever that might mean. The 

new President Charlie ñthe Hammerò Dowdeswell was acclaimed after the room 

was taken over by his armed henchmen, preventing dissent, on pain of death. 

Norm ñNose Smasherò Norby was one of the armed henchmené.so he became 

the V.P. Since Charlie ñthe writerò Low proved so adept at concealing the truth in 

the meeting minutes, he was re-appointed Secretary. John ñlight fingersò Archer 

was just released on bail from his embezzlement incarceration, so became eligible 

to take over as Treasurer. John seemed very happy with the outcome, undoubtedly 

reflecting his new found freedom and renewed purpose.  
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Hello Fellow Blacksmiths,  

The time has come the walrus said . . . . . . Well, it is my 

time again and I will do my best to encourage VIBAôs suc-

cessful growth in my capacity as President. 

I want to thank Norm Norby for accepting the position of 

vice president. Thanks also go to Charlie Low who will con-

tinue in his capacity as Secretary and to John Archer [newer 

member] in the capacity of Treasurer. It is really great to see 

three other new members, Marge Harding, Andria Martin, 

and Patrick jump right in and offer their services to help 

Dennis Gillett with our newsletter. They all have full inten-

tions of learning the ins and outs of the process and staying 

on so Dennis can then get a very well-deserved break. 

Thank you Dennis. 

V.I.B.A.ós mandate is to encourage blacksmithing aware-

ness through demonstrations, by offering blacksmithing 

classes and by bringing in new members to enjoy Black-

smithing. Thinking along the lines of mandates and new 

members, you may not be aware that the Rodeo and the Fall 

Fairs give us the support which helps us pay the bills and 

give us an outlet for actually having demos and giving out 

information. We have coordinators for each location and our 

production manager is the person who makes sure that we 

have things to sell that also helps us pay the expenses and 

continue to grow.  

My main agenda item for the February meeting will be to 

confirm the coordinators for each of the Fairs and of course, 

the Rodeo. As these are our main source of income it is very 

critical that they are all successful. The coordinators spend a 

lot of time organizing, phoning members and contacting Fair 

personnel. We, as members, can make our coordinators jobs 

much easier by letting them know what days that we will be 

available to help them. We cannot have too many members 

in attendance and we cannot make the assumption that 

someone else will be there. In fact, of late, there have been 

days when more support could've been used at some of the 

Fairs. Remember guys and gals - it is your club, it is our 

club, and volunteer support is crucial to our success. 

Some of our hard-working coordinators are: 

Luxton Rodeo; Volunteer needed 

Coombs Fall Fair; Dave Winestock 

VIEX  [Nanaimo Fair]; Neil Gustafson. 

Saanich Fall Fair; Charlie Low. 

Cobble Hill Fall Fair; Raynier Pipke. 

Luxton Fall Fair; volunteer needed 

Langford Family Days; Charlie/Willy? 

Production Day Organizer; Willy Tobler. 

Hopefully, this years Fair dates will be set by next 

Meeting and our coordinators will have these dates so 

volunteers can plan ahead for the summer and we can 

also fill in any blanks. 

My apologies if I missed something or someone. 

Thatôs it for now, see you on February 26th,  Charlie D. 

Neilôs Saturday Class Dates: March 17, 24, 31; 

April 14, 21; May 5 and 12. $300.00 

 














