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Dedicated to the revival of the King of Crafts

September, 2013

Current Events:

It's that time again, the fairs are over, schools are back in session, 
and that distinct cool crisp air with a slight blurry back drop of fog returns 
every morning. Thanks to all of you who helped, old faces and lots of new 
faces. Also sorry if you were unlucky enough to miss out on all the fun this 
year with the 100th anniversary of the Coombs fair, plus the added 
sophistication of the art gallery showing the great treasures we have 
created that we can't part with but don’t mind showing off a little. 

100th Coombs fair By Bill pope Top & Bot from http://www.lookingglassgallery.ca/index.html

October meeting Sunday, 
October 27, 2013 @ 11:00 AM 
(Also vote on contract )
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Show and Tell:
    John Archer brought two 
hammers in. One he purchased 
down south and replicated in 
the second smaller hammer. 
The hammer handle is made 
from charred wood & linseed 
oil. Also 2 knifes one of which 
is a damascus blade with an 
antler handled browned with 
potassium permanganate. The 
second knife is a small neck 
knife.
   Dave Winestock presented 
the chess set he has finally 
completed, which was tested by 
a real pro. Guilders paste was 
used to add an old aged copper 
hue. 
A fork was made from round 
stock , squared and twisted, 
then split with a chisel (We 
collectively guessed). Which 
made a great texture on the 
surface of the metal when 
twisted.

News:
23.3 metric tons of 

Quinsam coal was delivered to 
club this month which should 
keep the ringing of anvils going 
for a many years. 

John brought forward 
thoughts on looking into 
grants, the club may be able to 
receive; also a possibly to 
bypass such levies as the 
pacific carbon tax which we 
will have to pay on our recent 
coal purchase. 
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Publishing Info: “Forge” is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver 
Island Blacksmith Assoc. 
General Correspondence for 
VIBA: 1040 Marwood Ave, 
Victoria, BC, V9C3C4 (or 
directly to appropriate executive 
member).  Permission granted 
for reproduction of any part of 
“Forge” provided credit is given 
to the original source, and the 
item is not marked 'copyright' or 
specifically stated to be for the 
sole purpose of “Forge”. Unless 
otherwise stated, the editors are 
the authors of all material.  
Disclaimer Notice:  “forge” 
makes every effort to ensure 
accuracy of the information 
contained therein, but the 
executive officers & general 
membership of the Vancouver 
Island Blacksmith Association 
including the editors, specifically 
disclaim any responsibility or 
liability for damages or injuries 
as a result of any construction 
design, use, or application of 
information contained in this 
newsletter. The use of any 
information is solely at the user's 
own risk.

Secretary's Report There was talk of finding 
someone to demonstrate this fall. 
If you know someone or yourself 
would  like to share your skills 
with us feel free to email the club 
with your suggestion.

Neil has acquired a peter 
wright anvil around 200lbs, coal 
forge and a post vise, for use in 
our shop for the club.
 

Another notion raised was 
the inventory for our sale tables. 
We did great this year with sales, 
so good that our boxes are nearly 
empty, prompting the discussion 
on the production of more 
projects for next year fairs, and 
getting an early jump on things. 
 If people have ideas for things 
we should make that will sell 
well, contact Willy at 
willy@willythebrickman.com
 Ideas about table lay out were 
brought up, also talk about 
building a display case to allow 
possible sale of knifes.

The gallery held this year 
at Naniamo, Saanich and Luxton 
fair was a great success. Thanks 
for all the great submissions and 
inspiration. Check it out on page 
3 & 4 for some of the gallery 
entry’s.

Metchosin Farmers 
Institute dropped off the most 
recent contract proposal, and 
answered some question asked 
by our members. Such as the fair 
ground's operating cost, which is 
increasing year after year, with 
added stresses from less grant 
money. A discussion on the 
contract and vote will be held on 
the October meeting Sunday, 
October 27, 2013
 And with that, we adjourned.

September 2013

Have something you 
would like added to the 
newsletter email it. 
timmatimma@gmail.com

mailto:willy@willythebrickman.com


John Archer hammer. John Archer damascus antler knife. 

John Archer small neck knife. Dave Winestock chess set.

Dave Winestock Fork. 

Wood Block Bull by Joe gillings. (gallery) Marty Gilbertson dog, named Franklin Rose. (by a 3 year old girl)



CanIRON 
Man, 
made by 
Richard 
Bent 
&Jake 
James. 
Now 
owned by 
Marty 
Gilbertson 
Top right. 

Skip 
Kennedy 
Beaver 
Trap Left 
2nd down.

Rick 
Bissett 
whittling a 
face 
bottom 
right.

 Charlie  Low 
Skinning Knife

 Skip Kennedy Cowboys made with horseshoes & horse shoe 
nails.



                After seeing all these great antler handles, I went in search to find how to do this myself.  I hope it helps 
you get motivated to try one yourself, or it will just get you in the mood for venison.
                First thing is to gather your materials, your antler, your potassium permanganate, various paint brushes, 
hot water, matte sealer, steel wool, and sandpaper!

Next mix your powder with water, add as mush as you want. The more you add the darker the stain will be!

Here is the antler before staining! Apply your base coat on 1 side! Don’t worry when it goes on purple, it will dry 
brown! Here is the antler drying!

Continue putting layers on until you have your desired color, make sure to lay more on the base and fade it out the 
beam, let dry don’t worry, it will be pretty dull and look chalky like the picture here! Now take your steel wool and 
scrub the entire antler to remove the chalkiness! Here is the antler after steel wooling! Now take your sandpaper 
and touch up all high spots and nodules on the base!

Now, here’s where the horn 
comes to life, take your fingers 
and some water and rub the 
entire horn over to bring out the 
detail! It will start to look great! 
Here is a picture of the horn 
after rubbing with your hand, 
almost done, and if you're like 

me, being a complete 
dummy and forgetting to mask the base of the antler, you will have to touch it up with some ivory white paint!Now 
take you're matte sealer and seal it then you're done. Author IDForkHorn from the website 
http://www.taxidermy.net/forum/index.php/topic,344938.0.html



Vancouver Island Blacksmith 
Association Membership Application

Name: ______________________

Address: ____________________

City: __________ Prov/State: ____

Post/Zip Code: ________________

E-Mail: ______________________

Phone: (___) _________________

[_] Regular Membership..........$30/year
Members are required to sign a liability 

waiver.  Make cheques and money orders 
payable to:

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc.
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC, Canada.

Artist Blacksmith Assoc. of North 
America Membership Application

Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
City: _________ Prov/State: _____
Post/Zip Code: ________________
Phone: (___) _________________
[_] Full Time Student................$35/year
[_] Regular Membership.......…$45/year
[_] Senior Citizen (Age 65+) …$40/year
[_] Overseas Surface Mail …...$60/year
[_] Overseas Air Mail …...........$80/year
[_] Contributory Membership....$100/year
[_] Public Library Subscription .$35/year

Credit Card Payment.
Card No. _______________________

[_]Visa [_] Mastercard
Expiry Date: ______________________
Signature: ________________________

ABANA Central Office
259 Muddy Fork Road

Jonesborough, TN 37659
Phone: (423) 913-1022
Fax:     (423) 913-1023

Email: centraloffice@abana.org

100th Coombs fair By Bill Pope from http://www.lookingglassgallery.ca/index.html
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