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Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 21 Issue 08 Sept   2007    

COMING  EVENTS 
 
Sept 15,16— Luxton Fall Fair  
 
Sept 15,16— Saltspring Fair 
 
Sept 22,23 — Maria Cristalli demo 
 
Sept 30 — VIBA Meeting Luxton 

Demo... Maria Cristalli 
Sept 22,23 one day format , hands-on, 
Same class each day 
Joinery Special—tenon cut-
ting, heel tenons etc 
$40 per day 8 participants max per day 
Call Jake James (250) 642-6984 
 

The Flying Forge... getting ready for Saanich  



2007 - Executive 
President::Charlie Dowdeswell  

478 2460 
Vice Pres.:Ray Orchard 478-9839   

Secretary: Clint Montgomery  360-6910 
Treasurer:  Raynier Pipke  743-9945 
Librarian:  Skip Kennedy  478-8172 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 
 
 
Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General 
Correspondence for VIBA: 
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 
BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 
appropriate executive member)  
Permission granted for  repro-
duction of any part of "Forge" 
provided credit is given to the 
original source, and the item is 
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole 
use of "Forge".  Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the 
authors of all material.  Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 
every effort to ensure accuracy 
of the information contained 
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of 
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the 
editors, specifically disclaim 
any responsibility or liability 
for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter.  The use of any informa-
tion is solely at the user's own 
risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 
 
Submissions to “Forge” can be 
made at any monthly meeting 
or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 
1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 
V9C 3C4 

OR 
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

President’s Report 
By:  Charlie Dowdeswell 
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Presidents Report July Meet-
ing 

Charlie Dowdeswell 
August 2007 

 
With recognition of all members 

past and present, a very big 
thank you as VIBA celebrates 

its 20th anniversary year 
 
 

After welcoming new members 
Shauna Francis, Jason Harvey 
and guests in attendance, the 
show and tell portion of the 
meeting began. Ray Orchard 
brought an ‘unknown thing’ that 
was duly poked and prodded 
and observed and now seems to 
be an ‘unknown thing’ with sev-
eral potential identities. Don 
Startin had the teaching station 
‘stuff’ and the ‘how to’ instruc-
tions. The remaining Fair dem-
onstrations at Coombs, 
Nanaimo, Saanich, Cobble Hill 
and Salt Spring as well as our 
home Fall Fair at Luxton were 
discussed and the sign-up were 
sheets duly adjusted. There is a 
potential offer of a ‘hammer in’ 
at Clint Montgomery's new 
shop, probably sometime this 
fall. 

Coal Available by the pick-up 
load 
Ian Crawford reports that Quinsum 
Coal in Campbell River will sell a pick-
up load of coal for $50 Call Terry Wa-
ters in Campbell River at 923-4154 

 
There is discussion of making a 
list to pass on to the CanIRON 
VII committee, when it is struck, 
of our experiences with CanIRON 
VI - the good, the bad, and the 
ugly. The purpose would be to 
have a permanent and expanding 
list that would be helpful to any 
future CanIRON committees. We 
also discussed some’ finish up 
stuff’ brought to our attention by 
Larry, that was duly completed by 
a few members shortly thereafter. 
 
As there is no August meeting. I 
hope to see everyone, either at the 
Monday -- Wednesday shop 
nights, or the September meeting, 
which is the last Sunday of the 
month. It would be great to see 
most of you at our remaining 
‘Fall Fairs too. Just to add some-
thing that was not brought up at 
the meeting, we have sold most of 
our ‘table items’ at the Fairs and 
are in need of some saleable do-
nations. As well, two or three 
work parties seem to be in order 
over the winter and can be dis-
cussed at the September meeting. 
Until next time - Charlie 
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Belt Grinder Design and Construction Cont’d from June 2007 
Reprinted from The Clinker Breaker Florida Blacksmith Assoc  by Otto Bluntzer-Genesse forge 
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Show and Tell 
Photos by Willi Tobler 

Gate Latch, Starter tongs, and knife clamp from hockey 
stick and hose clamp from Don Startin 

What is it ? Maybe a ceramic tile hole 
cutter?  From Ray Orchard 
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Throughout the novel there are numerous references to the song "Old Clem." The first 
one occurs when Pip is pushing Miss Havisham around her room and she asks him to 
sing a song. Pip states, "It was a song that imitated the measure of beating upon 
iron" (104; ch. 12). The song comes from the blacksmith's patron Saint Clement. He is 
said to have an anchor as an emblem and was martyred by being tied to an anchor and 
thrown into the sea. Blacksmiths took a holiday on November 23rd, The Day of Saint 
Clement. It was often celebrated with loud explosions of gunpowder on anvils. A senior 
apprentice dressed in a cloak and mask to represent Old Clem and was carried in a pro-
cession that would move around town and stopped at all the taverns along the way. At 
all their stops the blacksmiths told the brief history of Old Clem and then passed a box 
around for donations. The money paid for the apprentices' supper. The story of Saint 
Clement has numerous origins, but all are relatively the same. See page 10 for the song 
text. 

Saint Clement... the Patron saint of blacksmiths  
suggested by Dave Winestock 

Charles Dickens made several references to blacksmithing in his now famous 
novels.   In Great Expectations he refers also to their song, named after Saint Clement.   
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 
Membership Application 

 
   Name:  ______________________________ 
 
   Address:  ____________________________ 
 
   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 
 
   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
   Email:  ______________________________ 
 
   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 
 
   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 
 
Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 
 
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 
 
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 
Make cheques or money orders payable to: 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 
1040 Marwood Avenue 
Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 
Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________ 
City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 
Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 
Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 
Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 
[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 
[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 
[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 
[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 
[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 
[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 
[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 
Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 
Expiry Date:  ____________________ 
Signature:  ______________________ 
by Phone:  (706) 310-1030 
by Fax:  (706) 769-7147 
Mail:  ABANA, P.O. Box 816,  
          Farmington,GA,USA.306380816 

 

: : Hammer boys round - Old Clem! 
: : With a thump and a sound - Old Clem! 
: : Beat it out, beat it out - Old Clem! 
: : With a clink for the stout - Old Clem! 
: : Blow the fire, blow the fire - Old Clem! 
: : Roaring dryer, soaring higher - Old Clem 

Old Clem... the blacksmith’s song 
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Unfortunately I have no idea what the tune may have been like, but given 
it’s complex lyric I would say it would likely be much like a hammering 
rhythm... with emphasis on the “old Clem”.. .. DG  

St Clement’s emblem 
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