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Seppo Ilmarinen, the

Eternal Hammerer, blacksmith
and inventor. in Finland "Seppo" is a popular

boy's name and the Finnish word for smith "seppd" is
derived from it. Immortal, he is capable of creating
practically anything, but is notoriously unlucky in
love. He is described as working the known metals of
the time, including brass, copper, iron, gold and sil-
ver. The great works of [lmarinen include the crafting
of the dome of the sky and the forging of the

magic Sampo on which the heavens rest. He forged
the sky, Sun, Moon and even a golden wife for him-
self. [lImarinen gave mankind fire and he taught them )
how to work with ores and make iron objects. He is Forglng the Sampo
also the patron of travelers.
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President’s Report
By: Charlie Dowdeswell

S
‘q ]

With recognition of all members past
and present,
a very big thank you as VIBA cele-
brates its 21st anniversary year.

Hello Everyone,
Well, the days are going to get longer and my
Report is going to get shorter. Actually, I am
quite excited over the fact that the 'Forge' has so
much material that we are getting shy of space.
Elsewhere in this issue is a volunteer chart of
VIBA's Fairs and Rodeos for 2008. It is filling
up nicely. Those that missed the meeting can get
in touch with the coordinators for any of the
events you would like to participate in and offer
your support — always room for more. Note that
some members have taken on several events to
help get our new 'system' going. It may be pru-
dent to offer some support with an offer to take
some of the load off of their shoulders. New to
the events and not sure? Contact the individual
chairs about learning the ropes with them this
year and take charge of an event in 2009. It
really is not much work and the interaction with
members and with the public is always a blast.
Neil's Blacksmithing Course begins on the 29",
the March meeting is on the 30™ , followed by
Production Day. Come and test our new side-
draught forges. Take care, Charlie

Production Day
After the meeting
March 30 2008

Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

Viba Feb 24 ‘08

President Charlie D started the meeting just after
11.00.

For show and tell, Skip brought in a pair of an-
chor book-ends, Willy brought a candle holder
and various hooks suitable for reproduction on
production days, Dennis brought pieces of Da-
mascus etched in various ways. It was suggested
that he write up a methods and materials section
telling all about it. Neil brought in a pair of sundi-
als shaped like Viking longboats, Don brought a
knife with a sheep’s foot end. He used aluminum
pins to attach the flakes for the handle. Roger
brought a small anvil set up for mounting in a
vise.

Minutes were adopted as published in the forge.
There was no business arising from them.

New business: Reid Early, of Duncan, would like
us to loan a forge to his son, Leif’s, school, which
has an active curriculum in 3D arts, and would
like to add blacksmithing to the other elements.
Charlie D wrote him that we feel this is a good
idea, but would like it to be applied in a safe, seri-
ous and professional way, and suggested that Leif
and the instructor take Neil’s course this spring.
Ken pointed out that the Forest Museum may
have some spare blacksmith equipment, possibly
including anvils they could borrow. Don recom-
mended that the school purchase an anvil and post
vise. The motion was presented that we loan them
the forge, conditional on the instructor taking the
course and was passed unanimously.

Ben stated that he has been asked to do demon-
strations at Fort Rodd Hill, but that the coordina-
tor there requested that he bring his own equip-
ment, including forge, anvil and post vise. It was
pointed out that we originally provided the equip-
ment there, and set up a working blacksmith shop
for them, that the equipment is not composed of
historical artifacts that cant be used. It was sug-
gested that we write the coordinator a letter, and
that if he wanted to consult with people that origi-
nally set up their shop, Ray, Skip and Neil would
be available for consultation.



Secretary continued

Neil told us that his course would start March 29, at 8.30
am, that it would run every Saturday until May 17 except
for April 25, when the NWBA convention will be happen-
ing. He was not sure what the cost would be, but estimated
that it would be in the neighborhood of $250.00. There are
still spaces available so sign up now. This is a must-do
course for anyone interested in banging iron.

Dennis took orders for quick tong blanks from California.
These are cut out with a plasma cutter, and have unfin-
ished tips, which can be finished in an hour or so any way
the customer wants them, Cost will be $15.00 US plus
shipping, so he was collecting $20.00 cdn to cover costs. A
bulk order will cost less to ship, so people at the meeting
signed up for the number they want. If people who were
not at the meeting would like these tongs, possibly the list
will still be open when this reaches you, but don’t waste a
lot of time making up your mind and getting in touch with
Dennis.

Willy told us that there will be a production day at the
march meeting. There will be free burgers for lunch, and
canIRON hats and T shirts for prizes, as well as for an iron
in the hat draw.

Neil mentioned that the wheelwright conference will be
happening at Fort Steele May 30-31. He will take unsold
stuff from canIRON to sell. He also mentioned that the
Mastermyr find material will be returned. There is a book
on the materials in the library, and apparently there are
about 10 extra copies, available for sale.

Charlie D talked about the rodeos and fairs we do demon-
strations at. There will be sign-up sheets for volunteers,
and we would like to see lots of names up for all the
events. Neil is in over-all charge, and the various coordina-
tors will need to let us know at the meetings how their
event is shaping up, This will include talking to the people
in charge of the event, making sure the flying forge is
ready to roll, and making sure there will be enough volun-
teers to man their event.

Skip has 4 new books in the library, on Forged architec-
tural metalwork, Colonial wrought iron, Fireplace accesso-
ries, and Ironwork today, inside and out. Neil mentioned
that one of the authors, Dona Meilach has passed on. The
hands on the cover of one of his books belonged to John
Little.

Production Day, March 30. If anyone needs materials we
don’t have on hand, contact Willy. Helpers to do the in-
ventory are wanted, and can volunteer from the crowd at
the time. As mentioned above, there will be free burgers
and prizes.

There have been no new developments on the shop expan-
sion. Don brought in a classic car calendar- it was decided
that the shop could use it. Leif is making a forge and needs
material for a liner. Various sources were suggested, and
Willy has extra mud. Neil has a small propane forge and
farrier’s anvil for sale for $600.00 for the pair, as well as
swage blocks etc.”

Norm reports that the treasury is in good shape, and so the
meeting was adjourned.

Afterward, I believe that Raynier demonstrated quick
tongs, but I had to get going.

FAIRS AND RODEOS
Volunteers, please keep your Coordinator and
Chairs informed and up-to-date on your participa-
tion.

Fair/Rodeo Coordinator — Neil Gustafson
Luxton Pro Rodeo, May 17-19, 2008 — Chair,
Dan Orton
Volunteers;

May 17 — Charlie D., Willy Tobler, Skip, Charlie
Low
May 18 — Charlie D., Willy Tobler, Skip, Charlie
Low
May 19 — Charlie D., Willy Tobler, Skip, Charlie
Low, Don Startin
Coombs Fall Fair, August 9-10, 2008 — Chair,
Neil Gustafson
Volunteers:
August 9 — Charlie D., Marty Gilbertson, Don S.?,
August 10 — Charlie D., Marty Gilbertson, Charlie
L., Roger Ferland, Don S.?,
V.1. Exhibition [Nanaimo] Aug. 1517, 2008 —
Chair, Neil Gustafson
Volunteers:
August 15 —-Don S. ?,
August 16 — Charlie D., Charlie L.,
August 17 — Roger F., Willy T., Skip,
Cobble Hill Fair, August 23, 2008 — Chair,
Raynier P
Volunteers:
Don Startin,
Saanich Fall Fair, August 30, 31, September 1,
2008 — Chair; Charlie L.
Volunteers:
August 30 — Charlie D., Dennis G., Skip,
August 31 - Charlie D., Dennis G., Skip,
September 1 - Charlie D., Dennis G., Skip, Don
Startin,
Luxton Fall Fair, September 12 -14, 2008 — Chair
— Dan Orton
Volunteers:
September 12 — Charlie D., Charlie L., Skip,
September 13 - Charlie D., Charlie L., Skip,
September 14 - Charlie D., Charlie L., Skip,
Saltspring Fall Fair, September 13, 14, 2008 —
Chair — TBA
Volunteers:
TBA too!

Mini Demos Coordinator— Charlie Dowdeswell

Craigflower School — Chair TBA

Lavender Days — Chair TBA 3




Show and Tell

Photos by DGillett

Anchor book end by skip Cable Damascus knife, letter
opener and etch samples by Dennis

A Don’s candlestick holder
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Various hooks by
Willy

Viking ship sundials by Neil
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1. Mark center line

2. Mark lines as
shown in diagram
1 1/2 inches apart
with rivet mark on
center line 2 1/4 in
from end

3. Punch marks on
lines help you see
them when hot.
Please note the ends
are mirror images of
each other



' Quench the back side so
4. Fuller 1/2 way thru each you don’t deform it when

line fullering

5. Punch rivet hole to
accept 3/8 rivet

6. Repeat 1-5 on the other
end then separate the reins
with a hot cut down the cen-
ter line



7. Decide what kind of jaws you want and form them. In this
case we decided on plain flat jaws with a grip surface cut into
the face of the jaw.

8. Place the jaw in a leg vice and twist 90 degrees as shown. This can
be tricky because you must make the complimentary twist on the
other jaw so they align correctly. A general discussion as to the exact
direction of the twist resulted in a consensus decision producing the
above result.



The result of the twists are as
shown. After some rather
rude comments and finger
pointing it was decided that
these in-side-out tongs were
designed for that rare cir-
cumstance when a hollow
vessel 1s secured by inserting
the tongs inside the hollow
part and forcing the jaws
apart. It was apparent that
ordinary tongs designed for
holding things between the
jaws could be produced by
twisting the other way

9. Clean up the reins from the
hot cutting, set the rivet, and
you are done. Thanks to Raynier
for a great demo.




Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City: Prov./State:

Post/Zip Code:

Email:

Phone: ( )

Fax: ( )

Areyoua: New Member|[] Renewal [ ]

[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
VoC 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application

Name:
Address:
City: State/Prov.:
Zip/Postal Code:
Phone: ( )
Fax: ( )
[ ] Full Time Student......................$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership...................$45./year
[ 1 Senior Citizen (age 65+)..............$40./year
[ ] Overseas Surface Mail................$60./year
[ ] Oversea Air Mail.....c...cceeevveennennee. $80./year
[ ] Contributory Membership............ $100./year
[ ] Public Library Subscription........... $35./year
Credit Card Payment

Card No.

[]Visa [ ] Mastercard
Expiry Date:
Signature:

by Phone: (706) 310-1030

by Fax: (706) 769-7147

Mail: ABANA, P.O. Box 816,
Farmington,GA,USA.306380816

9%/%04/0/%%66/’1/)1‘/W
WWWZOO(S’ this
is the last newsletter
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