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Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 22  Issue 05 May  2008    

COMING  
EVENTS 

 
May 17,18,19….Luxton pro rodeo 
May 25 2008….Luxton meeting 
June 29 2008….Luxton meeting  

In order to expand of our rather narrow Western European worldview, I pre-
sent a decidedly different blacksmithing tradition, represented by the Voodoo 
loa or orisha Ogun. The primary elements of Voodoo are similar to other 
faiths: There is a central god, who is responsible for the creation of the uni-
verse. There are also several lesser gods or spirits, called either loa or or-
ishas; each is the master of their own spheres of influence. Ogun in Haitian 
Voodoo presides over fire, iron, hunting, politics and war. He is the patron of 
smiths and is usually displayed with his attributes: machete or sabre, rum and 
tobacco. Ogun is the traditional warrior and seen as a powerful deity of metal 
work, similar to Ares and Hephaestus in Greek mythology. As such Ogun is 
mighty, powerful, triumphal, yet also exhibits the rage and destructiveness of 
the warrior whose strength and violence can turn against the community he 
serves. He gives strength through prophecy and magic. It is Ogun who is said 
to have planted the idea, led, and given power to the slaves for the Haitian 
Revolution of 1804. He is called on, in modern times, to help people obtain a 
government more responsive to their needs. 

Ogun (Ogum,Ogoun,Ogou) 
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Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver Is-
land Blacksmith Assoc. General 
Correspondence for VIBA: 
1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 
BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 
appropriate executive member)  
Permission granted for  repro-
duction of any part of "Forge" 
provided credit is given to the 
original source, and the item is 
not marked 'copyright' or spe-
cifically stated to be for the sole 
use of "Forge".  Unless other-
wise stated, the editors are the 
authors of all material.  Dis-
claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 
every effort to ensure accuracy 
of the information contained 
therein, but the executive offi-
cers & general membership of 
the Vancouver Island Black-
smith Association including the 
editors, specifically disclaim 
any responsibility or liability 
for damages or injuries as a 
result of any construction de-
sign, use or application of infor-
mation contained in this news-
letter.  The use of any informa-
tion is solely at the user's own 
risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 
 
Submissions to “Forge” can be 
made at any monthly meeting 
or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 
1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 
V9C 3C4 

OR 
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 
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Presidents Report 
Charlie Dowdeswell 

May, 2008 
 
With recognition of all mem-

bers past and present, 
a very big thank you as VIBA 

celebrates its 21st anniver-
sary year. 

 
Hello Everyone, 
It seems like it was only a 
few days ago that I was writ-
ing the April Report – wow 
– time really does seem to 
fly. 
A lot of exciting times lay 
ahead with the first major 
item being the Luxton Pro 
Rodeo on the long weekend 
[May 17-19]. As always, this 
is the 'kickoff' for our sum-
mer demo season. This year 
we will have some 4H visi-
tors from Salt Spring Island 
who will be spending a day 
'blacksmithing' as well as 
practicing their 
'photography' skills. As well, 
we will have several new, 
both young and old 
(mature), VIBA members 
taking part in their first 

Blacksmithing Demo. 
Glen Jones brought the newest 
'shop plans' to the last meeting 
for everyone's perusal and sug-
gestions. The consensus seemed 
to be very positive. 
Dan Orton generously offered 
to host a demo either at our 
Luxton shop or his own with a 
later date still to be absolutely 
confirmed. Something to look 
forward to. The discussion is 
down to the Nitty-gritty for the 
presentation of the Adrian 
Legge/Henry Promfret demo 
around the first week of August. 
The detail will follow in the 
June issue of the Forge. These 
guys are the best of the best and 
we are very privileged to have 
them come to Victoria. Skip put 
on a very good demo making a 
'nail header' following the April 
meeting. My non-blacksmithing 
friends somehow just don't 
seem to get as excited as I do 
when I tell them that I can make 
some very nice nails, and with 
practice, one every 1-3 minutes. 
However, my brand new 'nail 
header' will get a good work-
out at the Rodeo/Fair Demos. 
Be prepared for Dave W. to 
call, if he hasn't already, to put 
your name down for days and 
times you can volunteer for the 
various Fairs/rodeos so he can 
give the info to Dennis to put 
into the Forge. 

Take care, Charlie 



Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

By: Charlie Dowdeswell, [substituting 
for Charlie Low] 

Vancouver Island Blacksmiths Associa-
tion - Meeting minutes: April 27, 2008 

[apologies for any errors and/or omissions-seems 
that I was listening but not writing on several 

occasions- Charlie D] 
The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Charlie Dowdeswell at 11:07 a.m. 
Show and Tell – Apologies to Wayne 
who took notes at the pre meeting Show 
& Tell for the items I missed in the trans-
lation – they will be in the next Forge. 
Marty Gilbertson had a large Dragon to 
be used as a door knocker, Keith Kupitz 
showed his Betty Lamp and a chandelier, 
Ian Crawford with Key rings and coat 
hooks that he donated for production sale 
items, Ian also brought a trenching tool, 
some wood carving knives and a stone 
carving chisel, Dan Orton brought 'grizzly 
bear' teeth. 
Minutes as presented in the Forge – 
Adopted – Ray Orchard, Seconded - 
Wayne Wonenberg. 
Business Arising – There was no busi-
ness arising from the minutes. 
New Business 
- Glen Jones presented the new shop 
plans and the general consensus was posi-

tive. The plans will be given to Neil 
Gustafson for presentation to the 
Metchosin Farmers Institute. 
- Adrian Legge & Henry Pomfret 
Demo – discussion centered around 
the cost and whether there should be 
club subsidies or not. There was no 
clear consensus and this issue will be 
brought forward to the next meeting. 
-Dan Orton offered to present a 
demo either at his smithy or at Lux-
ton. Most present thought that Dan's 
place would be the best location, as 
we generally do not get to see each 
other's shop. 
Committee Reports 
Library -Skip reports that all is as it 
should be. 
Fairs and Rodeos 
-With many VIBA members at the 
NWBS Conference in Mt Vernon, we 
only have reports on the following. 
-Luxton [Willy] All is well – Dan O 
has offered to demo Tongs. 
-Cobble Hill [Raynier] All is well. 
-Luxton Fall [Dan O.] All is well. 
-Mini Fairs [Charlie D.] Nothing 
confirmed nor to report. 
Production - Willy reports that all is 
under control. 
Treasurer – Norm reports that all is 
well. 
 
It was moved by Glen, seconded by 
Ray that the meeting be adjourned. 
 
Charlie D for Charlie Low 

3 



Show and Tell 
 

Ian’s carving tools, chisel 
Key rings, trenching tool, 
and coat hooks 

Keith’s lamp and chandelier 
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Roger’s bell 

Dan’s grizzly teeth 

Marty’s dragon doorknocker 
Ruler by ? 
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Hatchet and axe by ? 



Summer Demo. We have an opportunity to have an excellent dem-
onstration/teaching team come to visit us this summer, Adrian Legge and Henry 
Pomfrett are both teachers at the Hereford College of Technology, England - one 
of the world's leading centres for blacksmith training. They will be visiting Sas-
katchewan and have agreed to extend their visit include us. Adrian and Henry 
have demonstrated widely, notably three years ago in Nova Scotia at CanIron. 
There will be two one day demos on Thurs  Aug 7 and Sat Aug 9th. The Coombs 
fair is that weekend so the Thursday demo is for those planning to go to Coombs. 
It will be held in Jake James shop. Details to follow, costs will likely be in the 
range of $120 to attend.  
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In memoriam Prof. Alfred Habermann  
The artist blacksmith with the most influence on his craft in central Europe, Alfred Habermann, recently 
died on 28th of April in the hospital of Waidhofen, Ybbs, in Austria only a few days before his 78th 
birthday  
The “pope of artist blacksmiths”, the “master”, as Habermann was called by almost all of his colleagues, 
apprentices and friends, he was a “globetrotter” of the artist blacksmith’s trade. Nearly on every conti-
nent he held lessons and workshops in which he has lightened the fire of metal forging with modern pat-
terns. He was the founder of a young, hungry generation of artist blacksmiths in Europe. Now it is up to 
them to show what they have learnt.  

Our own  Skip Kennedy (see the nail header demo next page) pro-
duced this metal tree made from recycled steel. It is featured in the 
Dream Design store in the Lynn Valley Mall, North Vancouver. 



 

Nail Header and Nails 
Demo by Skip Kennedy 

A. Make the header 
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Nail header and Nails By Skip Kennedy 

B. Make the Nails 
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NWBA Spring Conference Mt Vernon WA 
Mark Aspery and Ray Ranteen gave two and a half days of state of the art blacksmithing 
information in Mount Vernon Washington. Ray is a master knife maker and Mark is a 
master blacksmith well known to our membership. A great time was had by the VIBA 
membership in attendance. Here are a few images from that conference. 

9 



Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 
Membership Application 

 
   Name:  ______________________________ 
 
   Address:  ____________________________ 
 
   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 
 
   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
   Email:  ______________________________ 
 
   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 
 
   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 
 
Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 
 
[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 
 
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 
Make cheques or money orders payable to: 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 
1040 Marwood Avenue 
Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 
Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________ 
City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 
Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 
Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 
Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 
[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 
[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 
[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 
[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 
[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 
[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 
[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 
Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 
Expiry Date:  ____________________ 
Signature:  ______________________ 
by Phone:  865 546-7733 
Mail:  ABANA, P.O. Box 3425,  
          Knoxville,TN,USA,.37927-3425 
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More images of Ogun and his famous Machete. As with other black-
smithing deities, Ogun is also associated with an alcoholic beverage 
i.e.  Rum. You will recall Goibhniu made beer and St Clement’s day 
is celebrated in pubs...seems to be a pattern developing here, or just a 
coincidence do you think?  
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