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Vancouver Island Blacksmiths

Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

COMING EVENTS
October 30.31 2010…..Fall demo by Dan Orton 9:00 AM
October 31 …..brief meeting at Luxton prior to demo
November 28 2010……...meeting at Luxton 11:00 AM
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Fall Demo- Dan Orton and his Cats- Sat and Sun OCT 30,31
Dan Orton‟s fall Demo will be a great learning experience for all. Dan
will go through the process he uses to create those fantastic masks he produces ...from design to final product. It is worthwhile to just come to see
the tools he has created to bend, shrink and stretch sheet metal into the
desired shapes. Dan mentioned he will likely make a cat mask, start to
finish over the two day Saturday and Sunday demo. As is usual, hamburgers will be served for lunch by Ray at a cost of $2.
The cost for the event will be $20 per day for members who participated
in the summer fairs or $25 per day for those who did not volunteer at the
fairs.
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President’s Report
By: Ray Orchard

I have been criticized for not following Robert‟s rules for the conduct of formal meetings; in particular for speaking out, on occasion, on matters before the meeting, while
remaining in the chair. I had my fill of formal
meetings during my working life and prefer
to think of our monthly sessions as informal
gatherings where anyone can speak out on
any matter under consideration. I will continue to do so and anyone who objects will have
to put up with it until the Annual General
Meeting in the new year when my term
comes to an end.
And it is not true that I don‟t like any individual member or members. I like the lot of you
and appreciate the particular skills and abilities so many bring to help the rest of us.
Rant over.

We have had a healthy influx of enthusiastic
new young members, including two who live
near the forge but only recently learned of
our presence. Perhaps we should be pounding
Submissions & Contributions a bit louder. Monday and Wednesday evenings the last few weeks have seen about a
Submissions to “Forge” can be dozen hard at work, with all the forges fired
made at any monthly meeting up. Great to see!
or by snail mail to:

VIBA - The Editor
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC Canada
V9C 3C4
OR
Email: dgillett@shaw.ca

Don‟t forget Dan‟s demo the last weekend of
the month. His amazing skill in forging lifesize animal heads will be a revelation to all.
Plan to attend. Burger‟s will be available.
Because of the demo there won‟t be much of
a meeting on Sunday, the 31st, but we‟ll be
back to normal November 28, 2010.
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Secretary’s Report
By: Charlie Low

VIBA minutes Sept 28, „10

Dan Orton will be demonstrating a cat mask
Oct 30 and 31. He will bring his sheet metal tools,
and focus on understanding the geometry to make
the initial patterns to guide the cutting of the steel.
The show will be from 9 to about 4.30 both days,
and will cost $20.00 per day, or $40.00 for both days
for people who helped out with the fair demos and
$25.00/$50.00 for those who missed their chances.
Ray will make hamburgs at lunch, which will cost
$2.00 and beer and pop will be available at the usual
prices.

New members and visitors: We had 5 new members MonWe discussed membership costs, and it was
day, and I am afraid I did not get all the names, for which I
generally felt that the cost should be pro-rated. We
apologize.
have been charging the full rate to people who have
signed up recently and the consensus was that they
Show and Tell: Ray brought in 2 “vice grips” for sheet
should only be paying half price. They should be
metal work, which operate on a different principal from
regular vice grips, which he got from Woody Woodburn. entitled to a reduced rate on next year‟s memberships, as this would be simpler than trying to figure
There was also a very odd “hammer”- from the eye forout how to do refunds.
ward, reasonably normal, but from the eye back it appeared to be a punch gone sideways, with a continuation
New Business: The Wax Museum has closed. Ray
of what would normally be a straight punch cut off and
welded on at a right angle. We did not get any suggestions picked up the artifacts we had loaned them. It was
suggested that they be loaned to Bonnie for our own
as to why someone would have thought that this was a
museum.
good thing.
The Maritime Museum inquired whether
Jacques brought in a stack of photos from Benoit,
we
could
duplicate their elevator in miniature for
who is now working in France. He worked 6 months in
sale to the tourists. The consensus was that this was
England, is planning 6 months in France, and Jacques is
beyond our capabilities. However it was suggested
planning to go over for a visit next week.
that perhaps the Maritime Museum would also beneMinutes as published in last moth‟s Forge were approved. fit from a blacksmith display.
Raynier asked if we could loan a forge to
the
Forest
Museum in Duncan, as their current forge
Business arising: The shop has been painted Beige.
is
getting
pretty
old and beat up. We agreed that that
Willy told us that the auction we are expecting
would be fine.
will probably not happen till next year sometime.
Neil stated that there will be an art show in
The gate is going to need some hands-on time
from us, which should be scheduled, probably at the next January, with “Art” being taken in the broad sense.
Applications for entries must be in by Dec 16. Conmeeting.
The picnic at Glen Jones‟ place was not well at- tact Neil for details.
Neil also told us that the NWBA fall contended- there were only 8 of us there, but it was a good
ference
will
be at Stevens WA, Oct 7, 8, 9 and 10.
party just the same. Glen would like to do it again next
Dennis
did a short demo of the new belt
year, as he has the perfect spot. This was approved.
grinder after the meeting. It certainly is a vast improvement over the old equipment.
Treasurer‟s report: We have lots of money, the fairs paid
Don Startin is still unwell, with fibrillations
our appearance fees and sales were good at all of them.
and fluid on the lung, but is expecting to get better
and be back at meetings shortly.
Library: We have had a donation of 10 new books. Dave
Joe told us that the guy from the butterfly
felt that the library should be open more, as usage has been
garden
would
like blacksmith work to sell. Joe has
very light and that giving keys to the executive, at least
the
name
and
phone
number on his fridge- call him
one of whom is likely to be present Monday and Wednesat
727
7925
if
you
have
stuff you would like to sell.
day nights would be the best way to accomplish this. Skip
tendered his resignation, so from now on, one of the exec- There is a demand both for “Art” and practical stuff
like hoes and rakes etc. This has to be an individual
utive, or sometimes, other old hands, will try to have the
matter, not club business.
library open any time the shop is open.
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Show and Tell

Photos by D Gillett

Sheet metal vice grips

Odd shaped punch
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Call for Beginnings 2011 - January 13 – 23, 2011
f you are a beginning artist, or an experienced artist working in an entirely new medium, this show is
for you.
This exhibition, Beginnings – an Art Show for Emerging Artists, is designed to encourage AMATEUR
artists by providing them the opportunity to exhibit their best work in a gallery setting, with feedback
in the form of ratings by professional art instructors and a lecture providing information important to
new artists (TBA). Juror’s ribbons will be awarded for potential. For artists with low ratings, feedback
will be provided about how their work might be improved. All submitted work must be original, not
copied from any other artist – which includes not using photographs other people have taken.
For the purposes of this show, and “emerging” or amateur artist is defined as someone who:
does not yet exhibit work in this medium in commercial settings, e.g., rent space in major shows or fairs,
has not yet had work accepted into a juried art show,
has no history of public presentations,
is not represented by any commercial business,
does not work professionally in visual arts, and
does not instruct others.

Jurying for this show is not intended to disqualify any entry, but to provide feedback to the artist. If
we have more work than we can accommodate in the Gallery space, we will reduce the number of
pieces through random selection. We do reserve the right to reject work that we consider inappropriate in our family-friendly gallery. A hanging fee of $5 per piece will be charged when your work is delivered to the Gallery. All works must be for sale unless prior arrangements are made with the Coast
Collective. Since only a limited amount of space can be allocated for Not For Sale works, your work
may not be accepted unless it is for sale. A 15% commission will be assessed on all art sales. In order
to keep costs low, we ask that you bring food to share (pot luck) to the opening reception.
Applications must be received by 5pm, Thursday December 16, 2010, Maximum of 4 pieces per
artist.
Applications may be completed using our ON-LINE APPLICATION FORM by clicking on the link on our
website at www.coastcollective.ca (preferred). Digital images of your work must accompany an electronically filed application, and the on-line form will give you a space to attach them. Alternately, the
form may be printed, scanned and e-mailed to gallery@coastcolelctive.ca along with digital images; or
printed and mailed to: Gallery, Coast Collective, 3221 Heatherbell Road, Victoria, BC V9C 1YR; or delivered to Coast Collective during regular business hours, Thursday through Sunday, noon to 5:00
PM. For hard-copy applications, we would still prefer the images be e-mailed, but we will accept printed images.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
Applications Due:
Thursday, December 16, 2010
Drop off of work:
Thursday January 6 through Sunday January 9, 2011: between noon and 5:00
PM
Show opening:
Thursday, January 13
Opening Reception:
Saturday, January 15, 2:00 to 4:00 pm.
Lecture
To be arranged
Pick up of work:
Sunday, January 23, from 5:00 to 5:30, unless alternate arrangements are
made.
For more information contact Barbara at 250-391-5522, or gallery@coastcollective.ca.
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From “The Iron Trillium”– Ontario Artist Blacksmith Assoc Aug/Sept 2010
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From “Metalsmith” publication of the Guild of Metalsmiths June 2009
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
Membership Application
Name: ______________________________
Address: ____________________________
City: __________ Prov./State: __________
Post/Zip Code: _______________________
Email: ______________________________
Phone: (_____) _______________________
Fax: (_____) _________________________
Are you a:

New Member [ ]

Renewal [ ]

[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually
[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually
Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver
Make cheques or money orders payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA)
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC CANADA
V9C 3C4

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America
Membership Application
Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ______________ State/Prov.: _______
Zip/Postal Code: _______________________
Phone: (_____) ________________________
Fax: (_____) __________________________
[ ] Full Time Student……….........….$35./year
[ ] Regular Membership….........…….$45./year
[ ] Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year
[ ] Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year
[ ] Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year
[ ] Contributory Membership............$100./year
[ ] Public Library Subscription...........$35./year

Credit Card Payment
Card No. _______________________
[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard
Expiry Date: ____________________
Signature: ______________________
by Phone: 703-680-1632
Mail: ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr
Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212
Email: abana@abana.org
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