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FORGE   
Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 25  Issue 04 April 2011    

COMING  EVENTS 
 

April 10 2011………..….Spring Demo, Dwarf Heads 

April 24 2011……….…...Production Day and meeting 

May 21-23 2011………….Luxton rodeo  

May 29 2011……………...meeting at Luxton 

               

Spring Demo...next week-

end!! 

Sunday April 10th one day 

only 

 by Benjamin Hernandes 

Creating  Dwarf Heads. 

Meet at Luxton forge 

9:00AM.  Cost $20 at the 

door, lunch will be served 

($22 at the door with ham-

burger included...or buy 

lunch for $2... your choice) 

Easter Sunday VIBA meeting April 24 2011...combined 

Easter Egg Hunt and Production Day.  
Please come prepared for our first Production Day  for the upcoming 2011 Summer 

Fair Season. We need all club members to participate, no matter what your black-

smithing skill level. Our display cases need to be spruced up and the leftover items 

from last year need to be re-finished. Please think about what you can create (and 

that will thrill the fair attendees enough to purchase). Candle holders, mini-

horseshoes, beer can holders, key chain fobs, dinner triangles  and gardening tools 

have been top sellers in the past. Everyone will have a chance for some hands-on 

instruction ...so it is a worthwhile event for everyone. Who knows...you may even 

find an Easter Egg or two. 
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Submissions & Contributions 

 

Submissions to “Forge” can be 

made at any monthly meeting 

or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 

V9C 3C4 

OR 

Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

2011 - Executive 
President::Joe Gillings 250 727-7925  

V P: Glen Jones   

Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Neil Gustafson 250 727-

2173 

Librarian:  Dave Winestock  250 598-
9377 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 

 

Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 

published monthly by and for 

members of the Vancouver Is-

land Blacksmith Assoc. General 

Correspondence for VIBA: 

1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 

BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 

appropriate executive member)  

Permission granted for  repro-

duction of any part of "Forge" 

provided credit is given to the 

original source, and the item is 

not marked 'copyright' or spe-

cifically stated to be for the sole 

use of "Forge".  Unless other-

wise stated, the editors are the 

authors of all material.  Dis-

claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 

every effort to ensure accuracy 

of the information contained 

therein, but the executive offic-

ers & general membership of 

the Vancouver Island Black-

smith Association including the 

editors, specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability 

for damages or injuries as a 

result of any construction de-

sign, use or application of infor-

mation contained in this news-

letter.  The use of any infor-

mation is solely at the user's 

own risk. 

      Vice Presidents Report 
   By Glen Jones 

Viba Mar 27 „11 

 

For Show and Tell, Neil brought in a couple of 

editions of the Machinery‟s Handbook- a re-

production of the first edition, and a copy of 

the 21st edition. Charlie L brought a buttercup 

puller, hot off the forge. This is a specialized 

garden implement, with 3 claws, spaced no 

more than half an inch apart, specifically for 

weeding out buttercups. He also brought in a 

little hook, in the shape of an open heart, for 

hanging up a ring when someone is doing dish-

es, and another, large hook, with angel wings, 

for hanging up garments. It has a knob on the 

end of the hook to cut down on the wear and 

tear on the garment. Norm brought in some 

stalks of wheat for the gate, golden and ele-

gant. Jaques brought in 2 issues of Fevres, a 

French metalworking magazine, and even with 

my limited high school French, they contained 

a lot of good info. 

 

Minutes were accepted as published 

 

New Business: Ray suggested that the criteria 

for being a member in good standing, and be-

ing issued with a key to the shop be amended 

to include not only having belonged to the 

group for a year, but having participated in 

demos for at least 2 fairs. This was seen as 

reasonable by all. 

 Neil has an email forwarded from 

Galen, originally from Kate and Benjamin, 

suggesting that Benjamin do a demo Sun Apr 

10, doing dwarf heads. Benjamin is visiting 

from France, and just watching him work 

around the shop, it is pretty obvious that he 

knows which end of the hammer hits the metal. 

He is only going to be on this side of the ocean 

for a limited time, so the chance to see the 

demo needed to be sooner rather than later. 

Cost will be $20.00 for the one day, the ham-

burgs at lunch will be the usual $2.00. with 

beer and pop at the usual prices too. 

It is hoped that this news arrives in time 
for as many members as possible, to turn 
out for our first spring demo on April 10. 
Benjamin, a friend of Galen & Rebecca 
Kennel, will be displaying his skill making 
dragon heads. Ray has very kindly offered, 
once again to be the head burger chef. 
 
The main section of the gate will hopeful-
ly arrive that day, as well, so bring your 
size 2 hat & 48 coat, to lift them off the 
delivery truck. 
 
Our first production day will be April 24, 
at the same time as our monthly meeting. 
 
It sounds like several members are head-
ing to Mount Vernon for the Northwest 
Blacksmithing extravaganza, April 28-May 
1. Members have also been asked to 
attend the ploughing match on Salt Spring 
Island, May 1st, a great opportunity to 
see the big guys all dressed and tilling the 
soil. The owner are always very proud to 
show off their hoses and tack, some are 
hand made by the plough men. 
 
One more important date is the Luxton 
Rodeo, May 21, 22 & 23.  Our shop & 
tools will be on display. Please come out 
and use this time for production of our 
clubs saleable items. 
 
Thanks in advance for supporting our 
club. 
 
Glen Jones  
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 Dennis is taking a Damascus course 

shortly, and could do a workshop on what he 

learns afterwards. We may need to do a bit of 

modification to the shop, for instance, propane 

forges are much easier to weld well in than 

coal, so we should organize 4 or 5 of them, 

and we will want the power hammer in good 

health. Neil tuned up the hammer after the 

meeting, so that part of the deal is in hand 

already. The plan here is that everyone who 

attends will make a billet of Damascus steel 

for him/herself. 

 We discussed the progress on the 

gate. It was suggested that there will be some 

holes not filled with the wheels and wheat, 

that might benefit from the addition of black-

smithing and agricultural implements. The 

consensus was to get it back to the shop, prob-

ably Sunday Apr 10, when there will be man-

power to shift it off the truck and move it 

around, and see what it needs then. 

 The next meeting, Apr 24, will dou-

ble as a production day, as we are going to 

need a lot of saleable stuff for the fairs, so plan 

of turning out and banging some iron, rather 

than just sitting through the meeting and leav-

ing. It is also Easter, so there was a suggestion 

that there should be eggs, as well as the regu-

lar lunch. 

 

And with that we adjourned. 

Spring Conference April 29—May 1 2011 

plus Blacksmith War unplugged Black 

Smoke Alley NWBA Repousse Station-

Tamahagane Demonstration NWBA Li-

brary Midnight Madness 

Hands on Info -This Spring Conference will feature another excellent group of hands-on instructors, 

all NWBA members with lots of enthusiasm and expertise to share.Submit your name when you regis-

ter for the conference, the sign up area is near the registration tables. Each class is limited to six stu-

dents. If you are picked a $20 fee is requested, unless noted at the time. If you do not win a place in 

class, you are welcome to stick around and take notes. The drawings for the class will take place be-

fore the class. Winners must be present in the hands on area at the start of the class in order to retain 

the spot.The Hands-on Instructors include Tri Ficker, Berkley Tack, David Lisch, Scott Szloch, and 

Andy & Lisa of Firelight Forge. 

Hot Tips Sunday -We will feature a Round Robin morning of fantastic blacksmith to answer questions 

and offer great tips. 

FEES three day fees -Member: $65 plus $15 dinner fee(optional)Household: (at the same residence) 

$100 plus $15 dinner fee/person (optional) 

New Member: (not previously in the NWBA) $45, which includes a one-year membership and admis-

sion to the conference, plus $15 dinner fee(optional) 

one day feesMember: $40, plus $15 dinner fee(optional)Household: (at the same residence) $50 plus 

$15 dinner fee/person (optional) Dinner Only: $15 Dinner will be served to only meal ticket holders. 

Tickets are sold and issued at registration 

Auction Item Donation: $5 for hand crafted item, get cash back! 

Safety Glasses: will be required of all attendees; $2 fee or bring your own. 

Hands-On: class participants will pay $20 fee after being drawn for a class, unless otherwise indicated. 

Driving Directions to Skagit County FairgroundsFrom I-5 North or South: take exit 226, proceed west 

on Kincaid to Cleveland, turn left(south) to Hazel. Turn Left on Virginia to Fairgrounds entrance. 

http://blacksmith.org/forums/attachment.php?s=00f5313ddc203ea10e0b1503c6a49b16&attachmentid=2785&d=1300655797
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Show and Tell 
Photos by D Gillett 

Charlie‟s Angel wing Hook 

(male) Charlie‟s heart hook 

Charlie‟s Buttercup puller 

Replica of the first Machinery‟s handbook 

and later edition from Neil 

Ship‟s wheat stalks for the gate project 
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What's the main ingredient in WD-40  
 

 

                Before you read to the end, does anybody know what the main ingredient is in,           

WD-40? 

                Don't lie and don't cheat. 

                WD-40 - Who knew! I had a neighbour who bought a new pickup.  I got up very ear-

ly one Sunday morning and saw that someone had spray painted red all around the  sides of 

this beige  truck (for some unknown reason).  I went over, woke him up, and told him the bad 

news. He was very upset and was trying to figure out what to do....probably nothing until 

Monday morning, since nothing was open.  Another neighbour came out and told him to get 

his WD-40 and clean it off.   It removed the unwanted paint beautifully and did not harm his 

paint job that was on the truck.  I'm impressed! WD-40 who knew?  'Water Displacement 

#40'.  The product began from a search for a rust preventative solvent and degreaser to protect 

missile parts. WD-40 was created in 1953 by three technicians at the San Diego Rocket Chem-

ical Company.  Its name comes from the project that was to find a 'water displacement' com-

pound.  They were successful with the fortieth formulation, thus WD-40. The Convair Compa-

ny bought it in bulk to protect their atlas missile parts.  Ken East (one of the original founders) 

says there is nothing in WD-40 that would hurt you.  When you read the 'shower door' part, try 

it.  It's the first thing that has ever cleaned that spotty shower door.  If yours is plastic, it works 

just as well as glass.  It's a miracle!  Then try it on your stove top.  It's now shinier than it's ev-

er been.  You'll be amazed.                      

 

                                     WD-40 Uses: 

                 1.    Protects silver from tarnishing. 

                 2.    Removes road tar and grime from cars. 

                 3.    Cleans and lubricates guitar string 

                 4.    Gives floors that 'just-waxed' sheen without making them slippery. 

                 5.    Keeps flies off cows.  (I love this one!) 

                 6.    Restores and cleans chalkboards. 

                 7.    Removes lipstick stains. 

                 8.    Loosens stubborn zippers. 

                 9.    Untangles jewellery chains. 

                10.  Removes stains from stainless steel sinks. 

                11.  Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grill. 

                12.  Keeps ceramic/terra cotta garden pots from oxidizing. 

                13.  Removes tomato stains from clothing. 

                14.  Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots. 

                15.  Camouflages scratches in ceramic and marble floors. 

                16.  Keeps scissors working smoothly. 

                17.  Lubricates noisy door hinges on vehicles and doors in homes. 

                18.  It removes black scuff marks from the kitchen floor!  Use WD-40 for that nasty 

tar and scuff marks on flooring.  It doesn't seem to harm the finish and you won't have to scrub 

nearly as hard to get them off.   Just remember to open some windows if you use a lot. 

                                                                                                                  (continued PG 6) 
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                   20.  Gives a children's playground gym slide a shine for a super fast slide. 

                   21.  Lubricates gear shift and mower deck lever for ease of handling on mowers... 

                   22.  Rids kids rocking chairs and swings of squeaky noises. 

                   23.  Lubricates tracks in sticking home windows and makes them easier to open. 

                   24.  Spraying an umbrella stem makes it easier to open and close. 

                   25.  Restores and cleans padded leather dashboards in vehicles, vinyl bumpers. 

                   26.  Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles. 

                   27.  Lubricates and stops squeaks in electric fans. 

                   28.  Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagons, and bicycles. 

                   29.  Lubricates fan belts on washers and dryers and keeps them running smoothly. 

                   30.  Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw blades, and other tools. 

                   31.  Removes splattered grease on stove. 

                   32.  Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging. 

                   33.  Lubricates prosthetic limbs. 

                   34.  Keeps pigeons off the balcony (they hate the smell). 

                       35.  Removes all traces of duct tape. 

                   36.  Folks even spray it on their arms, hands, and knees to relieve arthritis pain 

                   37. Florida‟s favourite use is: 'cleans and removes love bugs from grills and bump-

ers.' 

                   38.  The favourite use in the state of New York , WD-40 protects the Statue of Lib-

erty from the elements. 

                   39.  WD-40 attracts fish.  Spray a little on live bait or lures and you will be catching 

the big one in no time.  Also, it's a lot cheaper than the chemical attractants that are made for 

just that purpose.  Keep in mind though, using some chemical laced baits or lures for fishing are 

not allowed in some states. 

                   40.  Use it for fire ant bites.  It takes the sting away immediately and stops itch. 

                   41.  Removing crayon from walls.  Spray on the mark and wipe with a clean rag. 

                   42.  Also, if you've discovered that your teenage daughter has washed and dried a 

tube of lipstick with a load of laundry, saturate the lipstick spots with WD-40 and rewash.  Pres-

to!  The lipstick is gone! 

                   43.  If you sprayed WD-40 on the distributor cap, it would displace the moisture 

and allow the car to start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        P.S.  The basic ingredient is    FISH OIL. 

WD-40 
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Al Baake demonstrated his one 

brick forge. He uses it to heat treat 

knives and forge small objects ...like 

leaves etc. The high-temp (2600 F) 

bricks  work best. 

The brick is split in half lengthwise 

and a groove hollowed out - one 

inch wide and 2 1/2 inches high. 

The brick is re-assembled then 

clamped together with angle iron 

and bolts. The brick tends to crack 

with time so this keeps everything 

together. 

A hole is bored on one side of the 

brick into the center slot for the 

propane/butane/MAAP gas nozzle. 

If you put the hole toward the bot-

tom of the center slot it will heat 

the bottom of the slot faster than 

the top...can help differentially heat 

a knife blade placed edge down 

The nifty horizontally mounted noz-

zle torch he was using is a Victor 

Turbo torch STK-99 ($65 on e-bay). 

It works on the disposable propane/

butane or MAAP gas canisters. 

One-Brick Forge   By Al Baake 
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If you make the center slot big-

ger than 1 inch x 2 1/2 inch it 

takes longer to heat up and is 

less efficient 

Al said it can be used to forge 

weld small things together, 

leaves to stems etc. He uses a 

welding flux slurry made from 

a mixture of borax and methyl 

hydrate. Apply at a black heat 

only...or it explodes into flame 

when applied. He believes the 

alcohol helps the borax pene-

trate into all the nooks and 

crannies between the welded 

surfaces. 

As is usual for AL , his demo 

was liberally sprinkled with 

philosophical pearls covering 

all aspects of life... from how 

to appropriately choose a  

spouse to maintaining a posi-

tive attitude in the face of ad-

versity. He reminded us  that 

we are all a long time dead... so 

enjoy every day that we are 

granted. 
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 

Membership Application 
 

   Name:  ______________________________ 

 

   Address:  ____________________________ 

 

   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 

 

   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 

 

   Email:  ______________________________ 

 

   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 

 

   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 

 

Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 

 

[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 

 

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 

Make cheques or money orders payable to: 
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 

Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________ 

City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 

Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 

Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 

Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 

[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 

[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 

[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 

[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 

[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 

[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 

[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 

Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 

Expiry Date:  ____________________ 

Signature:  ______________________ 

by Phone:  703-680-1632 

Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  

          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 

           Email: abana@abana.org 


