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Dedicated to the revival of the King of Crafts

 

Hey everyone, my name is Tim 
Stoner and I have volunteered to help 
publish the newsletter.  Feel free to e-
mail me at timma.timma@gmail.com 
with articles you think would go well 
in Forge.  I hope to get into the groove 
of publishing once per month again, 
and until  such time I would appreciate 
any feedback, comments, or 
suggestions that you might have.  

I also have help from the VIBA 
council members, past and present, as 
well as Brody Smith.  He first inspired 
me to try the hammer as a hobby, and 
eventually found VIBA and the 
clubhouse.

Reading over the older 
publications of Forge, I have been 
inspired by Dennis Gillette's dedication 
 to the craft.  

Happy hammering!

-Tim 

Current Events:Editor's Address:

• Neil's Demonstrations and 
Classes start in April

• Our stores for fairs and 
shows is depleted.  Any time 
spent forging things for the 
fair is very appreciated!

• Membership dues are due!  
January 1st, 2013.  Those of 
you who haven't, should!

• For those of you showing up 
to Luxton, it was voted in that 
we would meet there on 
Fridays as well, and yet this 
hasn't really been happening.  
I'm more than happy to start 
coming in then, rather than 
Mondays, if there is 
significant interest.

• Those of you with 
connections, we need chunky 
coal.   If you know someone 
with a dump truck, we have 
cash and we have time, we 
lack a truck.  John has been 
very patient about the “Mud 
Ball” method, but I agree it's 
time to have options again.

•

mailto:timma.timma@gmail.com


Remembering:
Dennis Gillett

A note from Leslie Gillett:

Dear Family and Friends,

Heartfelt thanks for everyone’s support 
during this long and sad time.

Fond Regards,

Leslie

The Vancouver Island Blacksmiths 
Association is sad to announce the passing 
of

Dennis Gillett on February 16, 2013.

By the same token, we acknowledge and 
will cherish all of the happy memories 
associated with Dennis over the many years.

A highly respected physician who was 
equally at home at his medical practice and 
in his metalworking studio, Dennis passed 
away at his home in Brentwood Bay after a 
brief but courageous battle with Lymphoma.

Born in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, Dennis 
obtained his MD from the University of 
Alberta in 1973. After a rotating internship 
at the Edmonton General Hospital, he 
trained in Internal Medicine at the 
University of Western Ontario and the 
University of Manitoba prior to moving to 
San Jose, California in 1978. Dennis had a 
sub-specialty in pulmonology and critical 
care, and was the Chairman of the Division 
of Pulmonology for Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Los Gatos from 1993 to 1995.

 Dennis returned to Canada in 2000 where 
he balanced his work as a medical 
consultant for WorkSafe BC with his 
creative pursuits as a blacksmith and 
artisan, undertaking every endeavor with 
passion and commitment.

His enduring curiosity about the way the 
world works led Dennis to experiment in 
both art and science. He taught himself to 
play classical guitar and to program 
computers. After acquiring the 
fundamentals of metal working and silver 
smithing, he went on to produce knives that 
were both exquisite and functional, forging 
Damascus steel in ancient patterns, and was 
close to achieving the title of "Master 
Bladesmith."
Dennis began his blacksmithing with 
Vancouver Island Blacksmiths Association 
about a decade ago. Very quickly, he took 
an interest in, and became, a Blade Smith.
For a few years several Blacksmiths went 
out once a week to the Saanich Historical 
Artifacts Society and did some casting. 
Dennis took a great interest and eventually 
did his casting at home, including some 
miniature aluminum anvils for CanIron VI 
and, among other things, he cast some 
bronze ‘Flying Pigs’!



Quite a number of years ago Dennis took on the responsibility of editing our newsletter,
‘The Forge’, and did so until quite recently. With his pleasant and quiet manner, Dennis would prod 
and prompt others of us to submit our articles while patiently, still successfully getting each issue to 
press.
Dennis also enjoyed helping out at our Fall Fairs that the Vancouver Island Blacksmiths are 
involved in. The last few years, of course, he had an incredible display of beautiful folding knives. 
helping encourage our goal which is to educate the general public by promoting the practices of the 
traditional and the modern smith.

He will be greatly missed.

*Donations may be made to the Cancer Agency of your choosing;

Locally, to the Vancouver Island Center of the British Columbia Cancer Agency.

Submitted by Charlie Dowdeswell; Photo credits: Willy Tobler, Neil Gustafson.



Feb 24 2013:

Show and Tell: Charlie L: 
Stainless steel shoe horn made 
from the drive shaft from an 
outboard motor.
    Willy: one of Dennis Gillett’s 
folding knives.
    Frank: Photos of a gate he 
made in Australia

News: Dennis Gillett died of 
lymphoma. Though it was not 
unexpected, it is a sad loss of a 
great blacksmith. There will be 
a celebration of his life 
Saturday, March 9 at the Muse 
Winery, located at 11195 Chalet 
Rd, North Saanich, from 2.00 to 
5.00 PM. It will be informal 
with no official service format, 
though there will be 
opportunities to share 
memories of Dennis. We 
approved a motion to make a 
donation to the local cancer 
foundation.
  Tim has undertaken to do the 
newsletter, continuing Dennis’ 
work. He needs articles to fill 
space. His email is 
timmatimma@gmail.com

    The gallery will be ready to 
take works of blacksmith art to 
the fairs. Now, we need works 
of blacksmith art. Contact 
Charlie D- email 
charlesdowdeswell@gmail.com
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Publishing Info: “Forge” is 
published monthly by and for 
members of the Vancouver 
Island Blacksmith Assoc. 
General Correspondence for 
VIBA: 1040 Marwood Ave, 
Victoria, BC, V9C3C4 (or 
directly to appropriate executive 
member).  Permission granted 
for reproduction of any part of 
“Forge” provided credit is given 
to the original source, and the 
item is not marked 'copyright' or 
specifically stated to be for the 
sole purpose of “Forge”.  Unless 
otherwise stated, the editors are 
the authors of all material.  
Disclaimer Notice:  “forge” 
makes every effort to ensure 
accuracy of the information 
contained therein, but the 
executive officers & general 
membership of the Vancouver 
Island Blacksmith Association 
including the editors, specifically 
disclaim any responsibility or 
liability for damages or injuries 
as a result of any construction 
design, use, or application of 
information contained in this 
newsletter.  The use of any 
information is solely at the user's 
own risk.

Secretary's Report
By: Charlie Low     We have fairs coming up, with 

people in charge of getting 
bodies out to them to entertain 
the multitudes. Luxton rodeo and 
Luxton fair: John, Langford 
summer days: Charlie D, Coombs: 
Dave, Nanaimo: Neil, Saanich: 
Charlie L, Metchosin: Ray and 
Skip, and Cobble Hill: Raynier. 
Plan to come out and help. Not 
only does the money we get for 
doing the demos support the 
club, but it really is a lot of fun.

    For those fairs, we are going to 
need a whole bunch of product to 
sell- so there will be production 
days. Willy is going to organize 
them, generally on meeting days, 
but not necessarily confined to 
those days. If people have ideas 
for things we should make that 
will sell well, contact Willy at 
willy@willythebrickman.com
 
There was a discussion of our 
contract with the Metchosin 
Farmers Institute. The proposal 
is that our rent will go up to 
$2400.00 this year and $3600.00 
next year, plus at least 200 man 
hours helping out around the 
fairgrounds. Consideration was 
given to finding new premises, 
and people were commissioned 
to find out how much it would 
cost for what amenities.

    And with that, we adjourned.

mailto:willy@willythebrickman.com


VIBA minutes June 30, ‘13

Show and Tell:  Dave brought 4 fish hooks, 4 fish key fobs, 4 ram 
head hooks, 5 hooks made out of wrenches and a barbecue grate 
lifter made from stainless steel. The plain steel things were 
mostly coloured with gilder’s paste, though the fobs were heat 
coloured. He brought in the tools to make the various things. 
Tnhey are made from spring steel, and not heat treated, as they 
are never used on cold material.
Charlie L brought 2 ceiling hooks just made this morning and not 
fully finished.

Minutes from last meeting: no amendments.

New business: Neil suggested we offer to help Leslie clean up. It 
was also suggested that we send her a thank-you for letting us 
buy a lot of  Dennis’ blacksmithing things. She donated his books 
to the library, and sold us a great deal of steel, a miller mig 
welder, a sandblasting outfit, some post vises, several welding 
helmets, safety glasses and drill bits.

It was suggested that we get Dennis’ name off the website 
and have someone else act as host along with Evelyn. John and 
Neil volunteered.
 The agreement with the MFI is still not complete, but there 
will be a meeting this week and Neil feels that it should be 
finalized then.

Neil has some work to do on the flying forge, primarily to 
make sure the brakes work. 

The newsletter is coming closer to reality. Charlie D was 
talking to Tim and reports that there is one issue ready to go to 
the printer and one close to ready.
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Fairs: 
Coombs will be Aug 10 and 11.
Nanaimo will be Aug 16 to 18

Cobble Hill will be Aug 24. Raynier will want entries for judging. This is also when the Western 
Blacksmiths will be meeting at Mt Hood, Oregon, and several of the regulars will be there, so if you 

are not going to Mt Hood, plan to go to Cobble Hill.
Saanich will be Aug 31 and Sept 1 and 2

Luxton will be Sept 13 to 15, and Saltspring Island will be the 14th and 15th.
Langford days is probably sometime soon, but the management has recently changed hands and we 

are having difficulty communicating with them.

We are planning to set up a display at the Luxton fair, and will want exhibits, so dig through all your 
accumulated blacksmith art and plan to bring some of the best to show off.

New members: John Wawrysh, Shawn Golinewski.  Cam Scott was visiting from Nanaimo.

Coal: Brodie has a friend in Parksville with a truck, and as soon as he has a day clear he will bring a 
load of coal for us. We will have to get the rest of the fence posts out of the coal bin and, hopefully, 
remove the roof so the coal can be dumped in the bin rather than nearby and then shovelled. John 
A would like to move the coal that is presently there to one side, so the new coal can then be put 
alongside and both types would be accessible. 

And with that we adjourned. After adjournment, Dave did a demo, using plasticine.



     Welcome to the start of another Year in the life of VIBA. We have had a 
very trying time finding a NEW newsletter editor(s) to replace Dennis 
Gillett, who passed away February 16, 2013. Welcome to Tim and Brody 
for stepping up to the task.

 

There will be another Blacksmith Class starting March 16, March 23, April 
3, 13, 20, May 6 and finishing May 11. The North West Blacksmith 
Association will hold their Spring Conference on April 26-28 at the 
Fairgrounds at Longview, Washington. CanIron IX will be at Trois-Riviere, 
Quebec, June 29,30,July 1, 2013. Registration is now open at 
www.caniron.ca  The weekend following, July 4-7, there is ‘FORGE 300’ 
at Fortress of Louisburg, Cape Breton Island. Registration is also open at 
http://forge300.ca/ .

 

The Luxton Rodeo will be the start of our demonstration season May 18-
20. Check on the list that will be posted, for when you can come and 
assist. There will be work parties the two previous weekends to get the 
Fairgrounds in order for the Rodeo.

We have been asked to create an Art Gallery in the Rabbit Barn for the 
Luxton Fall Fair September 13-15, 2013. The thought of creating an Art 
Gallery similar to CanIRON VI, with assistance from West Shore Arts 
Council.

We will have our normal demonstrations at Coombs, Nanaimo’s VIEX, 
Cobble Hill, Saanich Fall Fair and Luxton Fall Fair.

 
This is going to be a very busy year. Come and join the fun, it is not only 
work. At our demonstrations there is time and room for all our members, 
regardless of what skill level they think they are at. This is what pays our 
way through the year.

 

Neil





Vancouver Island Blacksmith 
Association Membership Application

Name: ______________________

Address: ____________________

City: __________ Prov/State: ____

Post/Zip Code: ________________

E-Mail: ______________________

Phone: (___) _________________

[_] Regular Membership..........$30/year
Members are required to sign a liability 

waiver.  Make cheques and money orders 
payable to:

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc.
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC, Canada.

Artist Blacksmith Assoc. of North 
America Membership Application

Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
City: _________ Prov/State: _____
Post/Zip Code: ________________
Phone: (___) _________________
[_] Full Time Student................$35/year
[_] Regular Membership.......…$45/year
[_] Senior Citizen (Age 65+) …$40/year
[_] Overseas Surface Mail …...$60/year
[_] Overseas Air Mail …...........$80/year
[_] Contributory Membership....$100/year
[_] Public Library Subscription .$35/year

Credit Card Payment.
Card No. _______________________

[_]Visa [_] Mastercard
Expiry Date: ______________________
Signature: ________________________

ABANA Central Office
259 Muddy Fork Road

Jonesborough, TN 37659
Phone: (423) 913-1022
Fax:     (423) 913-1023

Email: centraloffice@abana.org
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