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Old School" #4 - The Suffolk Latch, Part-1, hot work
By Mark Aspery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4LgmLPpC4bU

Current Events:
Monthly meeting Sunday, April 30, 2017
Leatherworking course see below for details
Demo/production The first Sunday of the month. John
W will be demonstrating Italian leaves. April 2
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February 2016
Show and Tell:
Benoit brought a lovely
leather sheath he made for
his folder, with white leaves
on a dark brown background.
John brought in his
production for the fairs from
the last couple of months.
There were 18 items
including hooks, gate latches,
and a whole raft of other
things. He also brought in a
nice bit of ebony which he
paid $10.00 for. Wes brought
in a lovely dagger and a
bracelet, Deryk brought in a
set of straight razors and a
punch, Charlie L brought in a
boxing octopus coat hook,
which had led a hard life- it
had been welded back
together 3 times. He also
brought in a rasp asp,
complete with emerald eyes.
Neil brought in the print-out
of the 366 hooks made by a
pretty talented smith, at
Cloverdale forge, available on
instagram, one a day for a
year, and all different. He
also brought a picture of a
very well made pair of
callipers.
Financial:
We are still well in the black.
As well, we have the finances
organized for Caniron
separate from Viba now. Now
it is just a matter of
organizing payments through
the internet (I am sure glad I
am not involved in that! C.)

New Members:
Steve Martin and Raven Robinson
Old business: N/A
New Business:
Glen thanked the club for electing him
a lifetime member. He got a round of
applause.
Ben is working on the library, with
more shelf space on the right side of
the pantry. Books must be signed out
and signed in, since when they are just
borrowed, they have a real tendency to
go missing.
The Blacksmithing Course will be
starting in about 2 weeks, on March 11.
At the moment this was announced,
there were 14 students signed up, but I
had a distinct impression that 3 more
signed up on the spot.
We are making progress with getting
Caniron up and running- the governors
of the college are in the last stages of
giving a final OK. We still need a theme.
Canada 150 seems popular, but if
anyone has any other suggestion, feel
free to get in touch and let us know
about it. We are going to need coke for
Caniron. The college has LEEDS
certification, which means, among
other things, that we can’t burn coal.
Neil is in touch with Jake about getting
coke. We can also use propane, and if
we want, charcoal. There was a
suggestion that we get organized and
make a bunch of charcoal, for use, but
also as a demonstration, or possibly,
since none of us has ever made it in
quantity, as an experiment.
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Secretary's Report
By:Charlie Low
March 2017
Show and Tell:
John brought a barbecue
fork, Brenden brought the 4
way axe he has been working
on for quite a while. It is one
axe head cut in half and
welded to the sides of
another, so it would make 4
pieces of wood rather than
just the 2 a regular axe would
make. It has a full length
handle. He is planning a
couple of decorative rivets in
the handle, with one
currently inserted into its
hole and only needing a head
on the far side to be finished.
Harry brought a set of coat
hooks, on a steel fish
skeleton, probably of a coho.
Ben brought in a leg vise he
restored, built in 1899, and a
bushing to reduce a hardy
hole from 1 ½ inches to 1
inch, as well as a leather
knife sheath. Terrace brought
in a cleaver made from a
farrier’s rasp, and Laurie
brought in some farrier’s
rasps as well as a bucket of
horse shoes. Neil brought in a
copy of Ignite Magazine, and
Sebastian brought in the tree
he has made to hang
jewellery on for the fairs.
Financial:
We are still solvent, and have
a bank account and a Pay Pal
account set up for Caniron.
We are not yet accepting
registrations as the numbers
have yet to be finalized.

New Members:
Dorian Bibault
Old business: N/A
New Business:
Business: Caniron (Teus Jul 4 to Fri Jul
7) is becoming more and more
organized. It looks like we will have
parking, including overnight parking at
the church across the street from
Kwantlen College, and there may be a
meal package organized as well.
We have coal! Glen has a brother in
Courtney who has a nephew who drives
truck in Courtney, who went out to
Quinsam mine and got a truck and pup
full of coal and brought it down. There
are a lot of fines. One of the best things
to do is sort out the chunks, wet down
the fines and make black snowballs
which can be used just like chunks of
coal. If you pile the fines on loose, they
have a tendency to smother the fire.
There will be another
demo/production day next Sunday, the
first Sunday of the month. I understand
that John W will be demonstrating
Italian leaves.
There is a plan to sell personal grinding
belts. Fraser has a source at a modest
price, and the plan is to have a stash of
nice new belts in the office, and a cash
box to pay for them. People will buy
their personal grinding belt(s), put
their name in it, and keep it for
themselves. The worn shop belts will
still be around, but as anyone who has
used a nice sharp new belt knows, the
new belt is way better.

The difference between "Scrap" and "Someone's work"- Sunday I
was working at the front forge, and there was a scrap of cable,
welded at the ends, with the twist tightened. A couple of the new
guys were inquiring about it, and I explained a bit about cable
damascus They wandered off, apparently taking the bit of cable with
them, because when the guy who was making the cable damascus
turned up looking for it, it was nowhere to be found. If a worked bit
of metal is lying around where someone would have put it, like on a
forge, it may look like scrap to you, but you have to realize it is
actually someone's pride and joy. The material that actually is up for
grabs is under the counter, at the back of the shop, and around the
back. Anything else, just let it lie.
Chas

New VIBA Raffle
Below is the new raffle tickets for every item/items made.
The value must equate to 20 dollars per entry, there will
be four draws this year. The prize will be one of the three
volumes of Mark Asperys books and mystery fourth prize.
Volume I:
Mastering the Fundamentals Of Blacksmithing
Volume II:
Mastering the Fundamentals of Leafwork
Volume III:
Mastering The Fundamentals Of
Traditional Joinery
A box will be placed in the shop for tickets. You must place
a price tag on your item to be considered entered or you be
Disqualified!

Labyrinth Leathercraft
Local leathercrafters Campbell Orr and Amanda Bennett of Labyrinth
Leathercraft will be offering a course in leatherworking, introductory tooling, and
knife sheath making that a few VIBA members have taken already. The classes
will include two full days of instruction, and include all materials and use of all
tools necessary to learn on and to craft a final knife sheath to take home.
There will be two instructors and only three or four students, so there will be a
great deal of personal attention. The class will cover how to prepare leather for
tooling, the basics of tooling designs into the leather, how to dye and antique
leather, how to finish and seal leather, and how construct and hand stitch a
friction-fit knife sheath. There will also be time allotted for questions such as how
to adapt the techniques shown to other styles of sheaths. After the class,
students may purchase blank leather sheaths suitable for tooling from Campbell
and Amanda in one of three sizes for future tooling projects, at near cost.
The classes are to be held in their workshop near the Bay Street Bridge
downtown, and run on a Saturday and Sunday, from 10:00 AM to approximately
5:00 PM each day with a break for lunch.
Labyrinth Leathercraft is offering VIBA members a $11.20 discount off the cost of
the class, so be sure to mention your membership when signing up! The
discounted cost is $165 plus taxes, and includes all materials. Payment can be
made via cash, credit card, etransfer, or PayPal. If you are interested in
participating in one of the above dates, please contact Campbell by a method
below (email is preferred):
Website:
http://labyrinthleather.com/
Email:
labyrinthleathercraft@gmail.com
Phone/Text: (250) 507-4884

Shout out to Fraser and Derek for getting this anvil
back to new and strapped down.

Vancouver Island Blacksmith
Association Membership Application
Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
City: __________ Prov/State: ____
Post/Zip Code: ________________
E-Mail: ______________________
Phone: (___) _________________
[_] Regular Membership..........$50/year
Members are required to sign a liability
waiver. Make cheques and money orders
payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc.
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC, Canada.

Blacksmith shop

Artist Blacksmith Assoc. of North
America Membership Application
Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
City: _________ Prov/State: _____
Post/Zip Code: ________________
Phone: (___) _________________
[_] Youth 18 and under........... $20/year
[_] Full Time Student................$45/year
[_] Regular Membership.......…$55/year
[_] Senior Citizen (Age 65+) …$50/year
[_] Overseas Surface Mail …...$60/year
[_] Overseas Air Mail …...........$80/year
[_] Contributory Membership....$150/year
[_] Educational Institution membership
$250/year
Credit Card Payment.
Card No. _______________________
[_]Visa [_] Mastercard
Expiry Date: ______________________
Signature: ________________________
ABANA Central Office
259 Muddy Fork Road
Jonesborough, TN 37659
Phone: (423) 913-1022
Fax: (423) 913-1023
Email: centraloffice@abana.org
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