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FORGE

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association
www.viblacksmiths.com

Dedicated to the revival of the King of Crafts

Saanichton Blacksmith Shop 1914

How To Weld Cast Iron: A Guide To Your First
Repair
https://goo.gl/jBouwz
Making of the Light Hungarian Peasant Wagon
https://goo.gl/Oxr9II
Current Events:
Monthly meeting Sunday, February 26, 2017
Leatherworking course see below for details
Anvil Repair Post vise course Febuary 26, 2017
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Secretary's Report
By:Charlie Low
January 2016
Show and Tell:
Aaron brought a roofer’s
hatchet made from a ball
peen hammer. Brody brought
a set of Christmas ornaments,
and a twisted piece of angle
iron. Neil brought a copy of
the blacksmith shop etiquette
rules, which should be posted
in the shop and required
reading for everyone.
Brenden brought a “double
axe”- one axe split in half and
welded to the sides of the
other, so that when you split
a piece of wood, you get 4
quarter pieces. Fraser
brought a long ornate twisted
shoe horn. Mika brought a
jewellery anvil, with two
horns, a central square face,
and a bottom spike for
driving into a block of wood.
Ben brought a sheath he
made at the leather working
course, and a nice damascus
knife made to fit it.
Apparently there are enough
of our members taking the
course that they will give us a
discount on the cost, which
will now be $165.00. Nico
brought a set of clasps,
pinned to their own blanket.
John brought a bottle opener
and a magic wand with a
marble clasped at one end
and another shoe horn,
smaller than Fraser’s. Wes
brought a neat little hatchet
made from a wrench.

New Members:
Jason Levesque, Keely Sulivan, John
Cassidy, Brian Fogarty, Judy Kujundzie,
Dan Christmas and Ian Crawford.
Financial:
We are nicely solvent, expenses of
$9,696.78
There was some discussion of the
details of what went into those figures.
Old business: N/A

Election

We then went on to the election of
officers:
Neil Gustafson will remain as
president, unanimously
Dan Cram was elected as vice
president (subject to his agreementhe was not there)
Charlie Low will remain as secretary,
unanimously
Norm Norby will remain as treasurer,
unanimously.

New Business: Next page....

New Business:
Neil proposed a thank-you to Aaron, for all his hard work and help over the past five years,
and Aaron thanked us all for our help and advice. Aaron leaves for Chatham, Ontario tomorrow,
where he will start the eastern chapter of the Vancouver Island Blacksmiths. Ray delivered our
honorarium to Skip and Elva thanking them for their efforts in putting up visiting demonstrators
over the years. They enjoyed a lovely anniversary dinner with it. Neil proposed awarding a
lifetime membership to Glen Jones. He was part of the original crew who built the shop, and
recently we were offered a new door, which needed better door posts to hold it up, and
considerable work around the ground level structures to hold them up, and an overhang to shelter
the new door, the posts, and the sill from the weather. Glen was responsible for it all, and has done
a really nice job on them- now we need some paint here and there on the older parts of the
building so they do not appear to contrast so starkly with all the lovely new bits. The lifetime
membership was approved unanimously. Brody has put together a couple of idea books for the
shop. They are not to go home with people. For interesting new ideas, come to the shop and make
them there. The books are open to additions if anyone sees gaps.
The anvil repair workshop and demonstration will happen after the February meeting. Benoit
suggested that he do a leg vise repair demo as well, so don’t plan on dashing away immediately
after the meeting.
To get up to speed on Caniron in general, go to Caniron.ca. There was some discussion of what the
theme should be, with no firm conclusion being arrived at.
There was considerable discussion of our support for the financial existence of the shop. Our
main source of revenue comes from the demos we do at the fairs, and the trinkets we sell at them,
and we could use more trinkets. Various formats for the accumulation of trinkets were discussed:
making 2 and throwing one in the box on a regular basis, making one evening a month or so a
production night, where everything goes in the box, having production days on an occasional
basis, either in conjunction with the meetings or as stand-alone events. All have their pluses and
minuses. Historically, we have had production days, and they seem to work well, both in the
making of trinkets, and in getting people to try making new and different things from their usual
routine.
Coal continues to be a problem. The latest reports have Quinsam Mine closing and being sold,
cutting off our supply on the island, other than purchasing it at retail. It was estimated that
sending a truck and trailer to Sparwood and back would cost in the neighborhood of $6000.00, so
perhaps we should be giving serious consideration to getting into propane.
And with that, we adjourned and all went somewhere to get warm.
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New VIBA Raffle
Below is the new raffle tickets for every item/items made.
The value must equate to 20 dollars per entry, there will
be four draws this year. The prize will be one of the three
volumes of Mark Asperys books and mystery fourth prize.
Volume I:
Mastering the Fundamentals Of Blacksmithing
Volume II:
Mastering the Fundamentals of Leafwork
Volume III:
Mastering The Fundamentals Of
Traditional Joinery
A box will be placed in the shop for tickets. You must place
a price tag on your item to be considered entered or you be
Disqualified!

Labyrinth Leathercraft
Local leathercrafters Campbell Orr and Amanda Bennett of Labyrinth
Leathercraft will be offering a course in leatherworking, introductory tooling, and
knife sheath making that a few VIBA members have taken already. The classes
will include two full days of instruction, and include all materials and use of all
tools necessary to learn on and to craft a final knife sheath to take home.
There will be two instructors and only three or four students, so there will be a
great deal of personal attention. The class will cover how to prepare leather for
tooling, the basics of tooling designs into the leather, how to dye and antique
leather, how to finish and seal leather, and how construct and hand stitch a
friction-fit knife sheath. There will also be time allotted for questions such as how
to adapt the techniques shown to other styles of sheaths. After the class,
students may purchase blank leather sheaths suitable for tooling from Campbell
and Amanda in one of three sizes for future tooling projects, at near cost.
The classes are to be held in their workshop near the Bay Street Bridge
downtown, and run on a Saturday and Sunday, from 10:00 AM to approximately
5:00 PM each day with a break for lunch. The dates of the upcoming classes are
as follows:
Class 1) Saturday February 11th & Sunday February 12th (2 seats currently
available)
Class 2) Saturday February 25th & Sunday February 26th (1 seat currently
available)
Class 3) Saturday March 25th & Sunday March 26th (4 seats currently available)
Labyrinth Leathercraft is offering VIBA members a $11.20 discount off the cost of
the class, so be sure to mention your membership when signing up! The
discounted cost is $165 plus taxes, and includes all materials. Payment can be
made via cash, credit card, etransfer, or PayPal. If you are interested in
participating in one of the above dates, please contact Campbell by a method
below (email is preferred):
Website:
http://labyrinthleather.com/
Email:
labyrinthleathercraft@gmail.com
Phone/Text: (250) 507-4884

Anvil Repair
Post Vise
Repair Course
Where: Luxton Fair grounds langford.
When: 9.00AM on Feburary 26 Sunday
meeting day.
How much: No charge for members who
attend.
What: Bring PPE, Something for lunch,
Flame resistant clothing we will be
welding and grinding.
Please RVSP and Fwd question to
arcingbrody@gmail.com
Below is the required reading for the
repair process.

Vancouver Island Blacksmith
Association Membership Application
Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
City: __________ Prov/State: ____
Post/Zip Code: ________________
E-Mail: ______________________
Phone: (___) _________________
[_] Regular Membership..........$50/year
Members are required to sign a liability
waiver. Make cheques and money orders
payable to:
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc.
1040 Marwood Avenue
Victoria, BC, Canada.

Blacksmith shop

Artist Blacksmith Assoc. of North
America Membership Application
Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
City: _________ Prov/State: _____
Post/Zip Code: ________________
Phone: (___) _________________
[_] Youth 18 and under........... $20/year
[_] Full Time Student................$45/year
[_] Regular Membership.......…$55/year
[_] Senior Citizen (Age 65+) …$50/year
[_] Overseas Surface Mail …...$60/year
[_] Overseas Air Mail …...........$80/year
[_] Contributory Membership....$150/year
[_] Educational Institution membership
$250/year
Credit Card Payment.
Card No. _______________________
[_]Visa [_] Mastercard
Expiry Date: ______________________
Signature: ________________________
ABANA Central Office
259 Muddy Fork Road
Jonesborough, TN 37659
Phone: (423) 913-1022
Fax: (423) 913-1023
Email: centraloffice@abana.org

Have you seen something
that you want to share or
have something you would
like to write. We are
always accepting
freelancers send in
photos, upcoming events
shoot me an Email:
Arcingbrody@gmail.com

