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FORGE   
Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 25  Issue 07 July 2011    

COMING  EVENTS 
 

July 31 2011………….…..Meeting at Luxton 

Aug 13, 14 2011……….….Coombs Fair 

August 19, 20, 21.Vancouver Island Exhibition (Nanaimo) 

August 27 2011…………..Cobble Hill Fair 

Sept 3,4,5 2011…….……..Saanich fair 

Sept 16,17,18 2011……….Luxton Fall Fair 

Sept 25,2011………..……..Meeting at Luxton 

A glance at the August-September 

schedule just to the right  shows how 

busy we will all be next month. Attend-

ing a fair is a fun thing to do for the 

weekend...and the more members on 

hand the better. You can man the sales 

desk if you don‟t want to forge anything, 

and give out horseshoe nail rings to all 

the women. We still need to work on 

producing more genuine, hand-forged 

items for sale ...so anything you make 

will be greatly appreciated. 

If you missed the Picnic at Glen‟s place you missed out 

on this Baron of Beef , lovingly cared for by Ray  
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2011 - Executive 
President::Joe Gillings 250 727-7925  

V P: Glen Jones 250 743-9564   

Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Neil Gustafson 250 727-

2173 

Librarian:  Dave Winestock  250 598-
9377 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 

 

Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 

published monthly by and for 

members of the Vancouver Is-

land Blacksmith Assoc. General 

Correspondence for VIBA: 

1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 

BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 

appropriate executive member)  

Permission granted for  repro-

duction of any part of "Forge" 

provided credit is given to the 

original source, and the item is 

not marked 'copyright' or spe-

cifically stated to be for the sole 

use of "Forge".  Unless other-

wise stated, the editors are the 

authors of all material.  Dis-

claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 

every effort to ensure accuracy 

of the information contained 

therein, but the executive offic-

ers & general membership of 

the Vancouver Island Black-

smith Association including the 

editors, specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability 

for damages or injuries as a 

result of any construction de-

sign, use or application of infor-

mation contained in this news-

letter.  The use of any infor-

mation is solely at the user's 

own risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 

 

Submissions to “Forge” can be 

made at any monthly meeting 

or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 

V9C 3C4 

OR 

Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

VIBA June 26 „11 

 

There was a new member at the 

meeting. His name is Darren 

Lavigne, and his specialty is French 

fries. According to the people who 

sampled his wares yesterday at the 

picnic, he is a master of the art. 

 

Show and Tell: Dennis brought in 

some comparisons of the feather W 

format. There was a finished knife 

and 2 blades recently out of the 

tempering oven. He also referred to 

the knife he brought to the last 

meeting, which had 81 layers in the 

Damascus, and quite wide W‟s, The 

finished knife had 162 layers, and 

the unfinished blades had 378 lay-

ers, with a progressive narrowing of 

the W‟s. He thinks that somewhere 

in the mid 200s would be about the 

right number for shapely W‟s. The 

steels were 1084 and L6, his stand-

ard formula, and the handle of the 

finished knife was G-10, fiberglass 

in a phenolic resin. The glass was 

coloured green, while the resin was 

black, so the layers in the handle 

were quite visible. He set a jade 

cabochon in the middle of the han-

dle. The bolsters were brass. His 

heat treating was reasonably stand-

ard, a transmission fluid/low viscos-

ity motor oil quench from 

1500.degrees, and tempering at be-

tween 380 and 390. 

 The barbecue was excel-

lent. There were 18 people, good 

food, good drink and good compa-

ny.  

 

New business: Charlie D told us that the 

Gallery Trailer is coming along. It needs 

complete back doors, so it will be locka-

ble, and it should be ready for Coombs, 

which will be Aug 13 and 14.  

 Aug is shaping up to be exciting. 

As well as Coombs, Nanaimo is 19, 20 

and 21. The Western States Blacksmith 

convention at Mt Hood will also be Aug 

19, 20, and 21, so people will have to 

make decisions about where to go. Skip 

has looked into going but apparently ac-

commodation is tight, and a lot of it is 

expensive. There is camping but if you 

plan to go, it might be wise to consult 

Skip and get more detail. 

 As well as the fairs, Benoit will 

be back for most of August, and would 

like to do a demonstration of some of the 

stuff he has learned in England and 

France. We don‟t have a hard schedule as 

of this writing, but stay tuned for further 

details.  

 Wayne W brought word last 

week that the MFI would really like to 

have the gates hung by the Luxton Fair, 

in September. There was consensus that 

we would have to have the footings locat-

ed exactly, in consultation with the MFI, 

and installed with the gate posts. Selec-

tion of infill details and sticking them 

onto the gates should be proceeding 

sometime soon. Willy is the man in 

charge, so be prepared for him to call 

some work parties.  

 President Joe brought up the dim-

ness of the lights in the shop. Apparently 

there are much better lights available. It 

was agreed that President Joe should 

forthwith go and get them, and we would 

manage to get them up. 

 

The minutes were accepted as published 

in the last issue of the Forge, and with 

that we adjourned. 
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Picnic at Glen‟s was a great success 
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Show and Tell 

Snake lock built by Roger Ferland 

Dennis‟s Damascus liner-lock folder 

1084+L6 blade, etched brass bolster, G10 scales 

with jade cabochon 
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It was about 50 years ago that this story starts, 

when newly arrived in England I saw my first 

“Yard of Ale” hanging over a bub bar. It was a 

thing of beauty and I knew I was going to 

have to have one. My father-in law Bert nearly 

smoked himself into the grave collecting 

enough cigarette coupons to redeem for one in 

the catalogue. By now I was back in Victoria, 

so Bert carefully built a sturdy box, padded it 

well, packed in my “Yard” and sent it off. 

Someone, somewhere along the way, had to 

really work at it… but he or she finally man-

aged to smash my treasure. 

     Some years later, on a visit to England, I 

saw a particularly nice one in a country pub 

and asked where it came from. Following di-

rections I found myself at a catering supply 

outfit in Reading, where I bought one for  

29.79 pounds (about $65.00).In its long card-

board box I carried it onto our return flight. Of 

course, it wouldn‟t fit under the seat in front 

so the stewardess, suitably warned about the 

importance of its contents, carefully looked 

after things. 

     Arriving safely home in Victoria, it sat in 

its box for some years as we moved house a 

couple of times, renovated, and eventually 

completed the rec room with a wet bar… beer 

pumps and all. There was another delay of a 

few years while I mentally worked out the 

best way to mount it. 

     I first fashioned two hanging hooks and 

threaded the ends. The spacing of the ceiling 

joists made a longer rod necessary. This was 

forged from a spring and drilled and tapped in 

the appropriate places. I wanted the hanger to 

be secure, but not so elaborate that it would 

detract from the beauty of „the yard‟. 

     The project that began in the early 60‟s is 

now, in 2011, complete. The yard looks 

great… and is ready for use, if I ever dare. 

A Yard of Beer by Ray Orchard 

The hanger completed 

The yard on the hanger 
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Finally, the place of honour for a Yard 

In German pubs you can usually get a glass boot full of beer. The novice usually drinks with the 

toe up. When the air finally gets there, the imbiber is drenched with a flood of suds. Those in the 

know turn the toe to the side or down. With a „yard of ale‟ there is no side down. When the air gets 

to the globe, the tidal wave begins. I‟m afraid I might drop it, so hesitate to use it for more than just 

looking and admiring. 

 



8 

Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 

Membership Application 
 

   Name:  ______________________________ 

 

   Address:  ____________________________ 

 

   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 

 

   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 

 

   Email:  ______________________________ 

 

   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 

 

   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 

 

Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 

 

[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 

 

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 

Make cheques or money orders payable to: 
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 

Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________ 

City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 

Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 

Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 

Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 

[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 

[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 

[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 

[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 

[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 

[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 

[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 

Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 

Expiry Date:  ____________________ 

Signature:  ______________________ 

by Phone:  703-680-1632 

Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  

          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 

           Email: abana@abana.org 

Ray Orchard and Skip Kennedy ensuring 

the future of blacksmithing. They are 

teaching the cub scouts at camp Barnard in 

Sooke a few weeks ago. 


