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FORGE   
Dedicated to the revival of the “King of Crafts”

 Volume 25  Issue 09 October  2011    

COMING  EVENTS 
 

 

 Oct 30 2011…………..…...11:00AM Meeting at Luxton 

Nov 27 2011………………..11:00AM Meeting at Luxton            

So, summer seems to be ending quickly... and the wet weather is upon us again. It is a good 

time to be standing next to the forge, even if you are just standing there soaking up the 

warmth. Of course, if you wish to make something for next years sales table go right ahead. 

We sold virtually everything we made this season and the cupboard is bare. 

 

The gate project for the MFI is next in line for some volunteer labor activity. Willy Tobler is 

co-ordinating and will report on the action plan next meeting. 

 

The plan for a Damascus steel making hands-on class is on hold for the moment. I was hop-

ing the new main spring for the power hammer  would make a big difference on how the 

hammer performs. Unfortunately, not much changed... and drawing out a billet of 1095/L6 

was essentially impossible when I tried a couple of weeks ago. Maybe it is time to spend 

some of our hard earned cash on a fancy forging press? New air hammer? Nifty rolling mill? 

Shiny new surface grinder? I could go on and on from here...but you get the idea.  
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2011 - Executive 
President::Joe Gillings 250 727-7925  

V P: Glen Jones 250 743-9564   

Secretary: Charlie Low 250 479-6712 
Treasurer:  Neil Gustafson 250 727-

2173 

Librarian:  Dave Winestock  250 598-
9377 

Editor:Dennis Gillett 

 

Publishing Info:  "Forge" is 

published monthly by and for 

members of the Vancouver Is-

land Blacksmith Assoc. General 

Correspondence for VIBA: 

1040 Marwood Ave, Victoria, 

BC, V9C 3C4.  (or directly to 

appropriate executive member)  

Permission granted for  repro-

duction of any part of "Forge" 

provided credit is given to the 

original source, and the item is 

not marked 'copyright' or spe-

cifically stated to be for the sole 

use of "Forge".  Unless other-

wise stated, the editors are the 

authors of all material.  Dis-

claimer Notice: "Forge" makes 

every effort to ensure accuracy 

of the information contained 

therein, but the executive offic-

ers & general membership of 

the Vancouver Island Black-

smith Association including the 

editors, specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability 

for damages or injuries as a 

result of any construction de-

sign, use or application of infor-

mation contained in this news-

letter.  The use of any infor-

mation is solely at the user's 

own risk. 

Submissions & Contributions 

 

Submissions to “Forge” can be 

made at any monthly meeting 

or  by snail mail  to: 

VIBA - The Editor 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC Canada 

V9C 3C4 

OR 

Email: dgillett@shaw.ca 

 

Secretary’s Report 
By:  Charlie Low 

VIBA Sept 25 ‘11 

 

Show and tell: Charlie L brought a chis-

el and 2 punches (one large, one small), 

with square cross sections, and the top 

offset 45 degrees from the bottom.  

 Neil brought a hammer that 

Ken had made from a ball peen. He had 

quenched it, and had then put it away 

without tempering. The face was badly 

cracked, to the point where it would be 

dangerous to hit anything with it. Neil 

will use it as a horrible example in the 

spring class. He also brought in a pic-

ture he won in the Iron in the Hat draw 

at Fergus, and a tool box made by Jim 

Buchanan in Ontario. Neil and Leanne 

went to the Ford Museum in Detroit- 

they only spent 2 days going through it- 

needed at least 3. It basically covers all 

of America from 1850 to 1950- and not 

just fords. As well as a 14 acre space 

inside the museum, there are things to 

see outside in Greenfield Village, in-

cluding a complete farm formerly be-

longing to Harvey Firestone- the tire 

guy. The impetus for Mr. ford to start 

this undertaking was an article in the 

Chicago Tribune in 1919, slagging Hen-

ry Ford as an uneducated person. 

 Denis had been to a BS do in 

Oregon, met Mike Vognino, and under 

his direction, at Dave Lisch’s shop in 

Seattle made a slip joint folder. He then 

made a duplicate in his own shop. He 

tried to make the spring from Damascus 

too, but could not work out how to heat 

treat it so it worked as a spring. The 

scales are cocobolo. 

  

Old Business: Joe had 3 people in to 

look at re-doing the lighting in the 

shop. There were no takers. There was 

some discussion of the choices we face. 

We could simply put new tubes in the 

working lights and replace the dead 

fixtures, we could pull the old fixtures 

and put in new throughout, or we could 

gut all the wiring in the shop, start from 

square one and do the whole place to 

code. We elected to replace the current 

fixtures immediately, and plan to re-do 

all the wiring in the fullness of time. 

 New Business: Charlie L 

brought up the fact that Neil had to re-

place 2 tires on his truck while hauling 

the flying forge to Nanaimo. It was 

agreed, in the face of some protests 

from Neil, that the club reimburse him 

for the cost of those tires. 

 Don would like to purchase a 

couple of the tents left from CanIRON 

Vl. It was agreed that the cost would be 

250 a tent. He will consult with his 

people in Sooke and get back to us 

about completing the purchase. 

 Joe brought up the gate. He is 

worried that it will remain stalled. It 

was pointed out that we really could 

not get at it in the summer, with all the 

other commitments, but now it would 

go ahead, and that Willy has everything 

under control. 

 John told us he had heard from 

one of the people organizing next 

year’s Highland Games in Topaz Park. 

The games will be going for 9 days, 

they will conflict with the Luxton fair, 

but they would like us to show up. We 

pointed out that we require an appear-

ance fee from all the fairs except Lux-

ton, and that if they wanted to follow 

up, they will need to get in touch. 

 

 New People: Sherry Wilhelm 

and Ted Eberle. 
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Show and Tell 
Photos by D Gillett 

Dennis’s slip joint Damascus folders 

Charles's chisel, punches and eye hooks 

Neil’s tool box 

Cracks in hammer face form poor heat treat 
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Dave’s bird foot candle holder 

Wooden handle Dave put on his wire brush (rod on the front used to hold it on anvil stand close at hand) 
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From the Iron trillium Ontario Blacksmiths Assoc  
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A Good idea from Steve McGrew  Spokane WA 
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Vancouver Island Blacksmith Association 

Membership Application 
 

   Name:  ______________________________ 

 

   Address:  ____________________________ 

 

   City:  __________  Prov./State:  __________ 

 

   Post/Zip Code:  _______________________ 

 

   Email:  ______________________________ 

 

   Phone:  (_____) _______________________ 

 

   Fax:  (_____) _________________________ 

 

Are you a:    New Member [ ]      Renewal [ ] 

 

[ ] Regular Membership $30.00 Annually 

 

[ ] Contributory Member $100.00 Annually 
     Members are required to sign a Liability Waiver 

Make cheques or money orders payable to: 
Vancouver Island Blacksmith Assoc. (VIBA) 

1040 Marwood Avenue 

Victoria, BC  CANADA 

V9C 3C4 

Artist Blacksmiths Assoc. of North America 

Membership Application 

Name:  ________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________ 

City:  ______________  State/Prov.:  _______ 

Zip/Postal Code:  _______________________ 

Phone:  (_____) ________________________ 

Fax:  (_____) __________________________ 

[ ]  Full Time Student……….........….$35./year 

[ ]  Regular Membership….........…….$45./year 

[ ]  Senior Citizen (age 65+)…........…$40./year 

[ ]  Overseas Surface Mail….......……$60./year 

[ ]  Oversea Air Mail............................$80./year 

[ ]  Contributory Membership............$100./year 

[ ]  Public Library Subscription...........$35./year 

Credit Card Payment 

Card No.  _______________________ 

[ ] Visa      [ ]  Mastercard 

Expiry Date:  ____________________ 

Signature:  ______________________ 

by Phone:  703-680-1632 

Mail:  ABANA, 15754 Widewater Dr  

          Dumfries, VA, USA, 22025-1212 

           Email: abana@abana.org 


